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21. is ck d to be Uebe (ks a 
judicious writer *) that the far great- 
« er number of perſons are fo grolly” ig- 
by norant in the things of God, that 
« when they are, by any means, pre- 
* yailed with to be ſerious, and mind 
« their everlaſting concerns, the way of 
ovp is dark before them, and they 
know not which way to turn them- . : 
© ſelves, to the right hand or to the left. 
KC They a are eaſily convinced that the way 
* to heaven lies not through drunken- 
s neſs, ſweating, lying, uncleanneſs, in- 
C * juſtice, and ſuch plain and "reproach- 
« ful vices. Religious they muſt, .and are 
= Fang to be ; but, wirhout che pe- 
A3 * Gal 


Far vo againſt Quakeriſm, | 
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» Gar Rotate at 467 3 en 
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I ' gut ws = ur of dnt ig 


yn theſe unhappy 
a to dire& the 7 7 enquirer — 


Gon and. e into the ft 
4 and comfortable Le ice of holineſs, Land 


the fore 15 everlaſting happineſs of their 
ſou ls, is "the, defign "of f "this 
1 ity of the Rev. Mr Naas ans 
Teenie 7 Goſh hel-Sanftification. Where 
in the ſubſtance 1 that excellent piece i is 
attemp ted to be brought t into a plain and 


 conci ec view; and 1 0 5 


ditations are e the rey Ea 8 05 : Au- Tc 
dious holy ſoul, karned of the Father, 

who was. for many years exercifed wich 
troubled thoughts; and bad, by many 


| i rtifyi ing methods, ſought peace of kon- 
en 


ce in vain. He afterwards conſulted 


all 


eres, 


22 Wenden this 885 at 2 5 en 
ſet himſelf to 1 ths | repel mee "of 
ſatoation ; and attained to eminent holi- 


neſs, great peace of conſcience, and joy 
in the Holy Ghoſt. His dying words 


were, The wages of fn is death, but the 
giſt of GOD is eternal life, through 
JESUS CHR IST gur Lord. 

1 | via . read Gren 'all 
theſe directions. that you may fully under- 
ſtand the author's meaning, or read none. 
Which if you do with the ſame ſerious, 
humble ſpirit in which they were wrote, 


it may reaſonably be hoped. that, thro* 
the grace of Gop, they will make you a 


good Chriſtian, fall of faith, oline and 
comfort. 


The publiſher has uſually confined 
himfelf to the very words of the author, 
and 
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with God, opened and applied.” Shewing - \ 
the nature, the objects, the cauſe, ed 1 
means, and bleſſings of Tuſtificatian, .. i ) 
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a right and title 10 Sabvation ; n i: 
the truſting 20 it a means of promoting 23 OI 
goſpel-holineſs, => .. "L084, 4 
(2) We are not to ſuppoſe Fo our chap 5 
and liuet muſt. be chan d from, fin to oa 4 | 
holineſs, beſote 108 may come 4 Chr. 0 s 
Fer his Salvation, nm — 334 


great work of believing on Obriſi in 2 ag 
right manner, without delay 1 n 
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(x) Een ui cut Yor kene ar a rr 
neceſſary part Cbriſts Salvation, 3 —1⁰öꝗ 


(2) Expett not to attain to the practice nh 


eim hotineſs white you continue in a na- 
tural ſtate, and are not united to Chriſt 
"H Jeth, - - - - - - - 101—110 
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2 The peceſſtgof union eule iO 5 


with Chriſt, far the Practice 4 godlineſs, 
\ farther ne, and fe 79755 „ 507 en HIT 228 


(4) The means © where bur inion 1.3 
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offered, art the Goſpet and Fairb, 1 22 


(5) Having received. Ghrift Jef I; 


Faith, walk hencgfaur th agcaxding io b¹᷑t 
new- ſtate and privileges in him; onde. " 
rive Fo der Wa Lao 3 7, of 7 
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(6) Bikgenth d e "mx 
appointed. ; God in bi word, n 


| the way of believing i 1 Obrist, e 137 1 
Sau 8 the knowledge of the ſcripturesy + Ian 
Selk enaminstion , oy" 2 Ting 
Meditation, Feet r. Pt * . A 248 
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E ourſelves were ene: time fool Abele, 
deceived, feroin ; divers lufts 2 pleaſures; 


But after that the Kindneſs and love of Gop. 
our Saui our toward mM Aer ed, Not by. work 17 ) 


of righteouſneſe- which we have done, bit accord- 


+ "ang to his metcy he favid us by the waſhing of _ 


regeneration, and renewing of the HolyGhoſtj— 
I hich He fhed- on us abutidantly through Jesvs 
\CuRIsT our Saviour ;— That being Jufti fed by 


his grace, we ſhould be m 
Abe hope of eternal life.—<This'is & faithfal ſayin 
and theſe things I will that thou rm * „ 


That 


7 - beth "nccbrding to 


they which have believed i Gow 


ee to: maintain good wotks': *thefe ho it 


rere good e unto _ 


6 a 
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1 Con. I. 30 31. 38% 13 * Y (x 


of him are ye in CHRIST IxsUGH; 40% of Gov 7 is 


ade into ns Wiſdom arid Rigliteouſneſs,* and 
Sanctification and Redemption — That, according 
as it is written, *. n in 


the * 
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The doctrine of Juſtification, , TE the 


remiſſion. of fins, and "A with 
un Yn and pplied. © rae le 


Non In. e . i 


Po ar all have fonned, and come ſhort of the eum 8 
60 D- Being juſtified freely by his grace, through 
the redemption that is in Chr. fl Tefus —Whom GOD 
| hath ſet forth io be a 'propitiation through faith in 
bis blood, to declare his ri ighteouſneſs for the | re- 

mm ſſion of fins, &c. Yai he might be juſt, and the 
| Juftifier of him. which belicutth in Jeſus. 


2 H E Apoſtle having confuted nd 
ny OH overthrown. all Juſtification, by the 
1 works. of the law, either of Jew « or 
Gentile, (profeſſor of religion or not 


f pP profeſſor) in the foregoing diſcourſe; 
ar is now proving what he aſſerted, That the 


« * righteouſnels (or T of Gs without the- 
E « Jaw 
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2 The doctriue of Tuflification OY. x. 
law is manifeſted, being witneſſed by the thaw 
« and the prophets; even the righteouſneſs of 
% Gop which is by faith of CRIST Jesus unto | 
« all, and upon all them that believe; for there 
c js no difference, ver. 21, 22. Which words 
are a declaration of the goſpel way of Fu/lification 
by the righteouſneſs of Gop ; and that ſo clearly 

and fully, and the benefit ſpoken of ſo great. and 
glorious, being the firft benefit that we receive by 
faith in CHRIS, and union to him, and the foun- 
dation of all other benefits ; that theſe words have 
been eſteemed a. Principal part of the written Gaſ- 


Pel. 

That the words may be cleared from all doubt- 
ful meaning and miſconſtruction, abſerve, That 

| Juſtification fignifieth making just, as Sanctifica- 
tion is making hely; Glorification making glorious, 
Not making juſt by infuſion af grace or holineſs in- 
to a perſon, as the Papiſts and ſome others teach; 
confounding Juſtification and Sanctification toge- 
ther: but making g juſt by a judicial ſentence, diſ- 
charging from guilt, freeing from blame and pu- 
niſhment; approving, . owning, judging and pro- 
nouncing a Perſon righteous, or in a juſtified fate, 
And is oppoſed to Accuſation and Condemnation 
in Judgment. I bo ſhall lay any thing to the charge 
of GOD left < I bo is he that condemneth 9 — 


I is GOD that Juftifieth — It is Chri 4 that died. 
Rom. Wii. 33, 34. 
In the text we have, 
x. The perſons Fuftified. Sinners of all 159 
that ſhall believe, whether Jews or Gentiles. 25 
The 


Ch. f. opened and appli ed. : ; 


. The Fuſtifier, Gop. 3. The moving cauſe of | 
this bleſſing, the free grace of Go p. 4. The 
means effecting it, the redemption of Chrift Jeſus. 
5. The nature or quality of it, the remiſſion of ſims, 

6. The means by which it is obtained by us, 


through faith i in his blood, 7. The end for which it 
f is beſtowed, 1/7, Principally to glorify the Fuftice 
| of Gop. 2dh, To juſtify or ſave thoſe that 17 
4 lieve. 
8 From hence will ariſe many uſeful — 
5 tending to explain the nature of Juſtification. 
7 OBsERy. 1. They who are juſtiſied are ſamers, 
| * ſuch as come ſhort of the glory of Gop;“ that 
X 75, of Gop's approbation, Job. v. 44. of God's 
"= Image of holineſs, Eph. iv. 24. and of eternal 
by Happineſs, Rev. xxi. 26, 27. | 
Fo 1. Goy's holy Law condemns all ſinners, and 
ok adjudgeth them to Shame, - Confuſion and Miſery, 
15 inſtead of glory and happineſs, by the ftrift terms 
1 of it, which none fulfils, neither can do; neither 
{- Jews nor Gentiles ; Rom. il. 6 — 12. chap. 8, 7. 
22 ſo that there is no hope if God's free grace re- 
_ {tore them not. | . 
*. 2. Cyri1sT came only to ſave ſinners, and died 
= for this end. When we were yet without 


e ſtrength, in due time CHRIS died for the an- 
1 & godly, Rom. v. 6. This is a faithful ſaying, and 
ed. * worthy of all acceptation, that CyrIsT Jesus 
< came into the world to ſave ſinners, of whom I 
« am chief, 1 Tim. i. 15. I am not come to call 


cc the righteous, but ſinners to repentance, Mott. 
2s ix. 13. The Son of man is come to ſave that 


he | B 2 c which 


3 The. daborine of Fuftification n . 


« which was 1%, Matt. xviii. 11. And God muſt 
& be believed on to ſalvation, as a Gop that juſti- 
4 fieth the ungodly,” Rom. iv. 5. f 
3. © Sinners of all forts, without difference, 
„ whether Jews or Gentiles, that believe, are 
<< the ſubjecis of this Juſtification.” Notwithſtand- 
ing the Jews privileges, .by reaſon of breaking the 
law they had as much need of free Juſtification as 
the Gentiles, and had no worthineſs above the 
Gentiles by their works, but were rather greater 
ſinners, Ram. ii. 23, 24. which will further appear 
by ſhewing that Juſtification is only by faith, with- 
out. dependance upon the deeds of the law, merely 
by the righteouſneſs of the Son of Go p, and ſo 
all are alike capable, and ſtand in need of i it. Ls 
OBsExv. II. That the Juſtifier is Gop. It is 
an act of Gop. I is GOD that Fuſtifieth, Rom. 
viii, 33- He only can Juſtify e and 
irreſiſtibly. | 
1. Becauſe he is the Jawgiver, and bath power 
to ſave and to deſtroy, Fam. iv. 12, It i is a ſmall, 
worthleſs thing to be juſtified by man, or by our- 
ſelves merely, 1 Cor. iv. 3, 4. | 
2. To him the debt of ſuffering for ſin, and 5 
ing righteouſneſs, or obedience, is due : and there- 
fore he only can give a diſcharge for payment, or 
a releaſe of the debtor, Eſal. li. 4. 
Osskkv. III. Go juſtifieth believing ſinners 
freely by his grace. The phraſe is doubled to ſhew 
the importance of the truth, and to quicken our 
attention the more. This ſignifies God's free, 
-undeſerved favour, in oppolition to any works of 
righteouſneſs 


— 


. rr FRED — 


ch. 1. > * opened ned and applied. : | 5 


due to us. Now to him that werkedh 1 ry 
« 10 obtain fatvation by working) is the reward no 

« reckoned of grace but of debt. If by grace by 
ce no more of works ; otherwiſe grace is no more 
« grace, Rom. iv. 4. chap. xi. 6. By grace ye 
e are ſaved, through faith, and that not of your- 
cc ſelves, it is the gift of G65: not of 5 leſt 
« any man ſhould boaſt, &c. E pur. i il, 8, 9. 
2 Tim. i. 9, 10. And this is conkrates; 

I, Becauſe there was not, is not, nor can be 
any thing in us to move Gop i ſhew us this fa- 
vour, but rather to condemn us; for we have all 
ſinned, and come ſhort of his glory, Eph. © 
Exel. xvi. 6. 

2. Becaufe Gos would take away boa fling; and 
have his grace and mercy glorified and exalted in 
our ſalvation. He will have all the praiſe and glory, 
though we have the bleſſedneſs. That in the 
« ages to come he might ſhew the exceeding riches 
« of his grace in his kindneſs towards us, through | 
«© CHRIST Ixsus,“ Eph, li, 75 9. and ſo Rom, 
8 | 

OsskRV. IV. <Gop juſtifech Ries chrough | 
« the redemption that is in CHRIST JeSUs, whom 


* Gop hath' ſet forth to be a propitiation.? This 


is the effecting means, or procuring cauſe of our 
Juſtification, 

By redemption i 1s meant properly ſuch a delives- 
ance as is by paying a price, and ſo the words re- 
"deem and redemption are frequently uſed, Exod. xiii, 

13. Lev. xxv. 24, 51, 52. Neh, v. 8. By a 
B 3 | Propitiation 


LY 
* 
— 
2 
"= 1 
1 
= 


was typified by the propitiatory ſacrifices, whoſe | 
blood was ſhed ; and by the merq- ſaat, which was 
called the propitiation, and was the ſign of Gopꝰs 
favour to a ſinful people, in reſiding among thems 
Heb. ix. 5. 


This doctrine appears confirmed for theſe rea- 

ſons, 

1. Becauſe Gm by che will of Go, gave 
himſelf a ranſom for us, to redeem us from ſin and 
puniſhment. He was delivered fir our offences, 
Rom. iv. 25. His death was the price of our re- 
demption ; that we (who believe in him) might be 
juſtified in Gop's ſight. He was made a curſe for 
© us, and thereby redeemed us from the curſe of 
<« the law.” Gal. iv. 4. And we are made righ- 
teous by him, as we were e guilty by An, 
Rom. V. 12. 
2. Gop . 8 price as a ſatisfaction 15 
his Juſtice, which he ſhewed in raiſing CHRIS 
from the dead. The debt being paid, the ſurety 
was diſcharged. . He was raiſed for our Juſtifi- 
cation, Rom. iv. 25. It is GoD that Juſtifieth, 
e who is he that condemneth ? It is CHRIST 
de that died, yea rather, that is riſen again, Rom. 
viii. 33, 34. If Cuxisꝶ had ſunk under the weight 
of our Sins, and not been raiſed, the payment had 

not been finiffied, and ſo the debt not diſcharged, 
Jebn xvi. 10. | 

3. This redemption is in pri „ as to the bene- 
it of it; lo _ it cannot be enjoyed except we 


is” —̃ — — — 


| j & The doetrine of Juſt: is ch. . 
ii} propitiation, is meant that which appeaſeth the an- 
| 1 ger of Gop for ſin, and procures his favour: which 

Fiz 
1 
| 


FFT 


Ls 


de inCnrIsT, and have CurisT ; fo the text ex- 
prefſeth. We have redemption and righteouſnefs 


in him, 1 Car. i. 30. Epb.1. 7. CHRIST died that 
his ſeed might be juſtiſied; thoſe that are in him by 


adoption and ſpiritual regeneration, 1 Cor. iv. 15. 


OssERV. V. The nature or matter of this 


| bleſſing, is, the rem//ion of fins. | The guilt and 


puniſhment, the effects or conſequences of them. 
„By him we are juftifed from all things that 
„ God's holy law chargeth us with.” Adds xiii. 39. 


In men ſubject to a law there is no middle con- 
dition between being treated as guilty, and treated 
_ -as innocent; and the ſame ſentiments the ſcripture 


expreſſetnh, Fhrough this man is preached unto 
% you the forgiveneſs of fins; and by him all that 
< believe are © mn Dom all mee A4 xiil. 


= | 


Onszv. v . The mrs evra in Ah f- 


ners obtain this Juſtification, and the ineſtimable 
benefits of it, is faith i in Chriſt's blood. | 


1. This faith is à believing on Engler, that 


we may be juſtified by him. Knowing that a 


man is not juſtified by the works of the Jaw, 


but by the faith of Jesvs CHRIST, even we 


& have believed in Ixsus CHRIS that we might 


“ be juſtified by the faith of CHRIS, and not 
c by the works of the law, Gal. ii. 16. i. e. 


We believe in CHRIST for Juſtification, out of 


a ſenſe of our inability to obtain Juſtification by 


works. 
2. This faith doth not juſtify us as a work of 


| rightcouſneſs, EP or deſerving our Juſtiſi- 


4 cation; 
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cation; for this would have been Juſtification by 
works, as under the law; quite oppoſite to Gop's 
grace and free gift; which excludes all conſideration 
of our works, whatever names or diminutive terms 
you diſtinguiſh them by; whether legal or evan- 
gelical. It is not faith that ſtandeth inſtead of the 
righteouſneſs of the law, but the righteouſneſs of 
Chriſi, which ſatisfieth for what we W rer to have 
done and ſuffered; as hath been ſhewed. 

3. God juſtifieth by faith, only as' the inſtru⸗ 
ment whereby we receive CHRIST and his righ- 
teouſneſs, for our Juſtification ; we are juſtified 
by faith only by reaſon of the' righteouſneſs of the 
Son of Gop. received by it, and not from any de- 
_ ſervings in the act itſelf, Rom. iv. 5— 8. And fo 
to be Juſtified by faith, and by CRRISsr, is all one, 
Gal. iii. 8. As a man may be ſaid to be main- 
tained by his hands, or - nouriſhed by his mouth, 
when thoſe do but receive that which nouriſneth 
him, i. e. his food and drink, John vi. 50 — 54. 
And this Juſtification by faith only, without works, 
we defend againſt Papiſts and all others, as there 
is nothing more fully expreſſed in the facred ſerip- 
tures, Nom. iii. 28. Gal. ii. 16. Rom. iv. 16, &c, 

OBserv. VII. The ends which Go'p had in 
view in the redemption of ſinners by CHRIST 
Jzsus, were the glory of his juſtice, and the ak 
vation of them that believe. 

As Gop juſtifieth freely by his grace, he winds | 
herein appear ju in the juſtifying ſinners ; for it 
would be a blemiſh on Go Þ's juſtice to forgive 
without a n and righteouſneſs perform- 

ed; 


, d DET 


Ch. + opened and applied? ** I 
ed: and therefore though he be gracious and mer- 
ciful, yet he will not clear the guilty without an 
atonement, Exod. xxiii. 7. GoD will have juſ- 
tice and mercy meet together in our ſalvation, 
Eſal. Ixxxꝝv. 10. He will juſtify us by a righte- 
ouſneſs of his own, and not by ours ; -that we may 
glory 7 in the Lord . Iſai. xlv. —_ 1 Cor. 
i. 35, 31... 

And as the glory of bo juſtice, fo 410 of his 
mercy is diſplayed in the /alvation of them that be- 
live. We were by nature the children of 
« wrath, —but Gop, who is rich in mercy, for 
<« his great love wherewith he loved us —even 
« when we were dead in fins, hath quickened ug 


« together with CMR 1ST, (by whoſe grace ye 


are ſaved) - and hath raiſed us up together, and 
« made us fit together in heavenly places in 
&« CHRIST JESUS — that in the ages to come he 
& might ſhew the exceeding riches of his grace 


e in his kindneſs towards us, through CHRIS 


& JESUS, Eph. ii. 3—7.” — 90 that we may ſay 
with joyful, grateful hearts, «© Blefled be the Gon 

and Father of our Lord. JESUS ChrisT, who 
4 hath bleſſed us with all ſpiritual bleſſings in 
<« heavenly things, in CHRIS having predeſti- 
< nated us unto the adoption of children by Jzsus 
« CHRIST unto himſelf, to the praiſe of the glory 
cc of his grace; wherein he hath made us accepted 
ce jn the beloved in whom we have redemption 
ce through his blood, the forgiveneſs of ſins, ac- 


. < cording to the riches of his * Eph. i. 


= 7). | 
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(.) Fer conſolation and encouragement, Great 
is the happineſs of thoſe that are in ChRIST, in 
that their ſins are forgiven, and they accepted and 
accounted juſt in the fight of the great Judge of 
quick and dead, through the redemption that is in 
CHRisT; and this benefit contains all bleſſedneſs 
of life, and the conſequences thereof, 2 Pet. i, 3. 
Rom. viii. 32. 1 Cor. iii. 21—23. That man un- 
to whom Gop imputeth righteouſneſs without works, 
hath ſuch an extenſtwe bleſſedneſt therein, as com- 


prehendeth all other; and they that are by faith, 


juſtified through that righteouſneſs, do live by faith, 
always receiving it, and receiving life and ſtrength 
and comfort by it, John vi. I chap. xl. 51— 57. 

I. They are delivered from all condemnation in 
ſentence and execution, from the curſe and wrath 
of Gon. „ CHnRrisT hath redeemed them from 
« the curſe of the law, being made a curſe for 
« them, Gal. iii. 13. Who ſhall lay any thing to 
de the charge of God's ele?” or be ſuffered to 
ring in any indictment or accuſation againſt them 
at Go p's tribunal? It is Gop that juſtifiech 
« them: it is CHR1ST that died for them, and 


4 roſe again, and ever liveth to make interceſſion 


« for them, Rom. viii. 33, 34. They are redeemed 
& from among men, being the firſt-fruits to Gop 
i and the Lamb; and [though imperfect in them- 
« ſelves, yet through the juſtifying righteouſneſs 
« of the Son of Gop] they are preſented without 
« fault before the throne of Gon, Rev, xiv. 4, 5. 
Col. i. 21, 22. 

The 


x Gh., 4 — and Vie, 
The wrath of Go breach wende 
and the foundation of all miſeries; which found- 
ation is .aboliſhed through faith in CHRIST, and 
a foundation of bleſſedneſs laid, whereby we have 
peace with Gon, and are fully reconciled to God, 
Rom. v. 1,.2. Now where. there is no blame be- 
fore Gon, there can be no wrath from Goo. 
2. They are delivered from a guilty, defled con- 
| ſcience, which otherwiſe would ſtill gnaw them as 
a worm, Heb. x. I— 4. If the blood of bulls 
« and of goats, and the aſhes of an heifer ſprink- 
„ ling the unclean, ſanRifieth to the purifying 
« of the fleſh; how much more. ſhall the blood 
« of CRRISsTr, who through the eternal Spirit 
« offered himſelf without ſpot to Gop, purge 
your conſcience from dead works to ſerve.the 


0 


„ 


1 

h « living Gop.? Heb. ix. 14.” A guilty conſcience 
* is a defiled and troubled conſcience, and it will 
5 make all ſervices and duties dead works, unfit for 
5 the ſervice of the living Gop: It is the precious 
3 blood of CHRIST, applied by faith, that alone 
_ hath the efficacy to take off this guilt and defile- 
h ment; hence they. come to have a good conſcience, 
4 I Pet. iii. 21. and are enabled to delight in the 
K Almighty, and to lift yp their face unto Gop, Feb 
d XXii. 26. 

D 3. They have no _ to ſeek for ſalvation by 


1 the works of the lau, and ſo are delivered from a 
i yoke that cannot be borne : from endleſs obſery- 
at ances, that Phariſees and Papiſts have invented to 
5. themſelves: from continual fears, doubts and 


terrors 3 
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terrors: from an adminiſtration of death and con- 


demnation, Rom. viii. 15. Heb. xii. 18-24. 

4. The ju/tice of Gop, which is terrible to ſin- 
ners, being pacified and appeaſed through this 
righteouſneſs, is become the friend of believers, 
and inſtead of pleading againſt us, is altogether for 
us. Gob's grace and juſtice are both engaged 
on our behalf in this way of righteouſneſs ; and 
believers may plead Go D's juſtice for forgiveneſs 
through the grace of CHRIST, Rom. iii. . 8 


4. 9. 


5. We may be ſure of holineſs ind glory; of 


delivery from the power and dominion of fin, as 


well as the charge of it before Gon; and guilt in 
our own conſciences : for this was the end of 
ChRIST's death, Tir. ii. 14. whom he juſtified, 
them he alſo glorified, Rom. viii. 2, 30. The law 
was the ſtrength of fin : ſin, Satan and death had 
their rule over us by reaſon of the curſe, 1 Cor, xv. 
&5—57. But here we have deliverance from ſin; 
Satan, and death too, Heb. ii. 14, 15. and are 
raiſed, by this excellent righteouſneſs, to a better 


Rate than we had i in Adam at firſt : for CHrIsT 


died that we might receive the adoption of ſons, 


and the ſpirit of grace: that we might be brought 


under a new and better covenant; and be ſet in 
the right way of holineſs, ſerving Gop without 
fear, out of love, Gal. iii. 14. Luke. 71-—75, 

6. We may be ſure, in this way, of a concur- 
rence of all things for our good. All things ſhall 
work for good, through grace, to bring us to 


glory; 


Ch. r.. opened and applied. © 13 
glory; becauſe Go is for us, who is the Creator 
and Governor of all things, Rom. viii. 28 — 33. 
.Gop hath ſworn that he will never be wroth with 
us, nor rebuke us in anger any more, Iſai. liv. 
4—14. Hence we may come with boldneſs to 
the throne of God's grace in CxRIsT's name, 
John xiv. 13, 14. and: expect all good things from 
him, Eph. iii. 12. Having boldneſs, and acceſs 
« with confidence through the faith of him.” _ 
| 7. By this everlaſting righteouſneſs, believers 
5 Nanding in Thrift is 2 It is an eternal ſalva- 


f tion that is obtained for them, Heb. ix. 12. Here 
? is an effectual, compleat, and everlaſting redemp- 
1 tion, for the purging away all ſins, paſt, preſent 
f and to come. For by one offering he hath 
L perfected for ever them that are ſanctified, 5 Heb. 
= v. 9. chap. x. 14. It is a righteouſneſs of infinite 
d value; becauſe it is the righteouſneſs of him that 
0 is Gop: whoſe name is Jznovan 0UR Rich- 
C TEOUSNESS, Jer. xxiii. 6, It is therefore, more 
e powerful to ſave, than Adam's ſin was to deſtro 
5 or condemn, Rom: v. There is a marvellous 
1 plenitude of mercy. and grace brought 'to us by 
85 Jehovah our Righteouſneſs ; moſt plentiful becaufs 
It infinite: and therefore Go p's mercy in CHRIST 
in Ixsus prevails high above all e our ir fins, THe Clit. 
ut II, 12. 

5 (II.) Uſe for examination, ne We * in 
5 Chriſt, and have received this Tuftification by faith 
ill with all our hearts. 

* 1. Conſider, whether you be made really ſenſible 


of N ſin and condemnation by God's holy law. 
T his 


14 The darin of Tuftifictio Ch. . 
This is neeeſſary to make us fly to ChRIST 1 and 
ſor this, as one great end, was the law given, 
Gal. iii. 22— 24. Without a due ſenſe of ſin there 
will be no prizing of CHRIS or deſire of holi- 
neſs; but rather an abuſe of grace to carnal ſe- 
curity and licentiouſneſs, Matt. ix. 13. Thoſe 
that .were. ſtung with the fiery ſerpents, als up 
to the braſen ſerpent. 

A. Doſt thou ruft only upon free mercy. in. 
CHrrisr. Jesvs, for Juſtification in Gop's ſight; 
renouncing all thy works whatever in this point, 
as not able to ſtand in them before Gop's juſtice? 
Perfectioniſts and ſelf. righteous perſons have no 
ſhare i in this matter, Luke xviii. 13, 14. 1 Joh. i. 
8, 9. Paul, notwithſtanding all that he had to 
plead for himſelf, . counted all things but dung 
« that he might win Cnkisr, and be found in 
6 him, not having (or truſting to) his own righ- 
« teouſneſs, which is of the law; but that which 
« is through the faith of CHRISHN J the rigdte · 
« ouſneſs which i is of Gop by faith ;” i. e. the 
redeeming and propitiatory righteouſneſs, of the 
Son of Gop, received and reſted on by faith; in 
oppoſition to any righteouſneſs he could call bis 
#wn, Phil, iii. 7—9. Rom. iv. 5. 

3. Doſt thou come to CHRIST for holineſs, a8 
well as remiſſion of ſins; and Rtrive to evidence 
this Juſtification by the fruits faith, in good 
works ? If otherwiſe, thy faith is but a dead faith; 
for true faith purifieth the heart, and worketh by 
love, Acts xv. 9. It CHRIST be thine, he will be 
ſancti frcation as well as righteouſneſs, 1 Cor, i. 30. 
if 


* 


Chr. dene and , 258 
If Gon hath taken thee into his favour, he will 
| doubtleſs cleanſe 'thee from ſin; and if thou doſt 
not receive the Lord Jssus for this end, thou 
doſt not really defire the favour and enjoyment. of 
Gon, and to be in friendſhip with him. Though 
faith in CHRIST alone juſtifies without works, 
as the cauſe of Juſtification; yet that faith is 
never without good works, as the fruit of it. So 
the Apoſtle Fames declareth faith that is alone to 
be dead, and biddeth us ſhew our faith by our 
works, Fam. it. 14, 15. as the fure evidences of 
our Juſtification through faith, and very neceſ- 
fary, 1 Foh. iii. 21—24. chap. ii. 28, 29. 

(. III.) Uſe of exhertation. 1ſt, To the godly, 
or theſe that are juſtified by faith. 

I. To walk humbly, as being nothing of them+ 
ſelves; to acknowledge themſelves enemies to 
Gop by nature, and acknowledge their fins in 
the greatneſs and heinouſneſs of them: that they 
are ſaved freely by the righteouſneſs of Gop their 
Redeemer, not by their own; and if divine juſ- 
tice had not been ſatisfied through CHRIST, it 

would have fallen upon them. | 

2. To walk thankfully, To praife and glorify 
Gop through CHRIS TF, for his great merey. 
Oh! what abundant grace and love appears in 
Gop's waſhing and cleanſing us by his Son's 
blood? Rev. i. 5. In making his Son an offering 
for fin, and a curſe for us L Cor. v. 21. And 
giving us a glorious and excellent 3 
CaurisT! E.. Ixi. 10. 
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«2. To walk conifortably, upon account of this 
righteouſneſs, Iſai. xl. 1, 2. Triumph over fin 
and affliction, Roni. viii. 3339. Be confident in 
expecting great things from Gop, Heb. x. 19— 22. 
For, though you may be unworthy, and grace 
will ſhew you your own: unworthineſs, yet you 
fland before GoD in the worthineſs of CHRIST. 
Triumph in the hope of God's glory; for if 
CHRIS r died to reconcile you when enemies, 
much more will he fave you by his life now you 


are reconciled, Rom. v. I—10. Come with humble 


boldneſs in CuRIST's name to Go p's mercy- 
ſeat, and aſk for what you want. Whenever fin 
ſtings you, and objections trouble you; look to 
the braſen a confeſs ſin, and truſt for 
pardon, Meditate frequently and joyfully on 
CurrsT's righteouſneſs, and the abundance of 
grace in him, Eph. iii. 8—20. If you find never 
fo many temptations and ftrong corruptions, no 
good qualifications, yet CHRIST is at hand for 


your comfort, Iſai: xlv. 22—25. chap. I. 10. In 


all your fins, apply yourſelves to this fountain, 
Zech. xiii. 1. If fan lie on the conſcience, it 


_ weakens peace and ſpiritual ftrength. Lie not 


under guilt with a laviſh fear; you have a righ- 
teouſneſs of Gop's providing to deliver you from 
itz apply to it by faith, that you may have no 
more conſcience of ſin as condemning, Heb. x. 2. 
You have a better righteouſneſs to truſt to than 
any perfectioniſts can have, [yea, than the angels 


in heaven can have by virtue of any thing in 


themſelves, Eph, 1. 21. Coloſ. i i. 17—19.] 
4. Hold 


C - 
| £ : 
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4. EI 47 this way of Jufiſicatio, notwith- 
flanding all.the noiſe that is made in the world 
| againft it; for the devil will ſtrive to ſcare you 
out of it, or ſteal it from you, as he. did ſrom the 
Jews and Galatians, and does from: Papiſts and 
many Proteſtants to this day, Gal. i. G. and the 
Apoſtle reckons. it is by a ſpiritual bewitchery, 
chap. iii. 1. 2 Cor. xi. 3, 4. He will ſtrive to get 
you to truſt on your works, and tell you it is for 
the promoting of holineſs: and to truſt on works 
to procure an intereſt in Curr; and ſo td la 
that for the foundation, which is only the ſuper- 
ſtructure, Acts i IV. II, I2. I Cor. iii. 11 12. If 
you loſe this righteouſneſs of CHRIS, under any 
colour or pretence whateyer, you loſe all, Gal. u. 
2—7. Do not ſo diſhonour CnRISTH as to think 
of procuring that. Jour works; which vou have 
fully and only ; in CHRIST: for the golpel is no 
legal covenant, but. a declaration. of the. righte⸗ 
ouſneſs of G0 by faith; and we, being juſtir 
fied, are heirs by adoption and promiſe, Rom. iv. 
13—16. Gal. iii. 21—26. This i is the: doctrine 
which glorifieth Gop and abaſeth the creature, 
which is a great mark of its truth. Beware, 
therefore, of carnal reaſon; which will go quite 
contrary, and make. Cunis T's righteouſneſs. 'A 
ſtone of ſtumbling and a rock of offence unto 
you, I Pet. ii. 2, 8. Rom. ix. 32, 33. 


5. Walk as one that enjoys the favour of Gop 
through Chriſt, Let him have the honour of it. 
Walk therefore in holineſs, knowing by what 
price. you are redeemed, 1 Pet. i. 17, 18, Love 


Gop, 


18 The dodtriue of Puftification” Ch. 1. 
Gov, chat hath loved you firſt, 1 Fob. iv. 19- 
Truſt affuredly that Gop will enable you for the 
practice of holineſs, in this way of believing, 
_ vi. 14. Particularly, walk in love to the 
people of Gop; and exerciſe forgiveneſs to your 
anemies. The ſenſe of your own deſerts, and 
Gop's forgiving mercy, will cauſe you to pity 
and forgive others, elſe you cannot pray or truſt 
for forgiveneſs of your own ſins upon reafonable 
grounds, Mart. vi. 14, 15. Epheſ. iv. 31, $2.— 
Deſre that GoÞ's grace and righteouſneſs may 
de exalted upen others; and wait with hope and 
| patience. for the full deelaration of your own Juſ- 
tification at the great day, when all the infirmi- 
ties, temptutions and afflictions of the —— 
— — . | 
Ad, To the unjuſtified, or \untonverttd. i 
,., It is a Aehortation urito them from conti 
ance in fin ürder Gop's wrath, and running 
heedlefly to deſtruction. Here is a door of mercy 
opened unto them; a righteouſneſs prepared of 
God, in which they may freely be accepted of 
| him. Some are deſperadoes, . they have loved 
4e ſtrangers, and after them they will go,“ Fer. 
ii. 25. they are reſolved to run the riſk of it, in 
the indulgenee of their luſts; and pleaſe themſelves 
that they ſhall ſpeed as well as others. — Others 
ſeek for ſalvation, but feek it in a wrong way : 
ſome quiet their conſciences in the fallacies of de- 
| ceivers, Fer, xxiii. 14—18.— Some truſt to their 


own works 5 ere but you are ex- 
e worked -- 
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ch. b. — and applied. IF 


f horted to ſeek for the true righteouſneſs and ſalva- 


tion. CHRIsT faith in the goſpel, Behold me, be- 
hold me; the kingdom of heaven is open. Mercy 
and Righteouſneſs are freely offered, Lai. lv. A 
Repentance, with remiſſion of fins, is · pre 

in CKxIisr's name, Luke xxiv. 57. 425, ii. 38. | 


Beware you do not negle& this acceptable time, 


this day of ſalvation, Feb. ii. 1-3. for if you do, 
(. ) You remain under the wrath of Go p, 
John iii. 36.— Under the curſe of his law, which, 
ike an overflowing flood, ſweeps into deſtruction 
all that are found out of this ark, the Lord 1 J=svs 


CnrnsT, Heb. xi. 7—28. 


(2.) Your condemnation will be aggravated by | 
neglecting ſo great falvation, Heb. ii, 3. You 


will have no cloke for your fins, who refuſe this- 


mercy freely offered to you, Jahn xu, 22 Nun 
cannot ſay, you are andone, by your. paſt ſins, 
beyond recovery, and therefore it is in vain co 


| ſeek and ſtrive; for, behold, remiſſion of ſins is 


proclaimed unto you, Exel. xxx iii. 10, 11. And 
what an horrid ſin is it to deſpiſe the ſalvation of 
9 * of Gop ? Jobn iii. 18-35. 


» It exhorts thoſe who deſire to return to 


3 to turn the right way; by faith in CRI 


Ir sus for Juſtification. [And becauſe this is a poĩnt 
of fo great importance, and many ignorantly miſ - 


take the method of it, to their preſent perplexity 


and diſappointment, and their everlaſting perdition; 
let the following warnings and directions be ſeri- 


ouſly attended to, as far as they appear n. 
w the word of Can. „ 


E 
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(1. ) Thoſe that endeavour ſincere obedience, as ; the 
- condition to procure a. right and title to Salvation, 
and as a ground to truſt on Chri n for the ſame, 
do ſeek Salvation by the works of the law, and 


can never by. that means . obtain Salvation or. 
4% 0 


#133 * | . i 
OR the akin this direddlon, Lins 
i! Phat I take Salvation as comprehending 
Juſtification and all other ſaving benefits; and Aan 
cere obedience as comprehending holy reſolutions, 
as well as the fulfilling them. The moft of men, 
that have any ſenſe of religion, are prone to ima- 
gine that the ſure way to obtain Salvation, is to 
make the practice of holineſs and righteouſneſs 
the procuring cauſe of the favour of Go p and all 
happineſs. The common light of natural reaſon 
ſhews us, that it is juſt with Gop to require us to 
perform theſe duties; and we cannot find any other 
way than this to obtain happineſs, without divine 
revelation.” Yet, becauſe our conſeiences teſtify, 
that we often fail in the performance of theſe duties, 
we are inclined by ſelt-love to perſuade ourſelves 
that 


* 


8 


S 
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that our fincere endeavours to do, the beſt we can 


ſhall be ſufficient to procure the favour of God, 
and pardon for all our failings. . Thus we ſee, 
that the perſuaſion of Salvation, by the condition 


of /incere obedience, hath its original from our cor- 
rupt, natural reaſon, and is part of the wiſdom of 
this world. It is none of the wiſdom of God in a 


myſtery, even that hidden wiſdom which God or- 
dained before the world to his glory. It is none of 
thoſe things of the Spirit of Gop which the natural 


man cannot receive, being only ſpiritually diſcerned, 
x Cor. ii. 6—14. And though we have a better 


way revealed to us in the goſpel: for the practice 


of holineſs, for the enjoyment of the favour of 
Go, and all ſalvation, by the free gift of Gop's | 
grace, through faith in CHRIST IESUs; yet it is 
very difficult to perſuade men out of a way they 


are naturally addicted to, and which hath fore- 


ſtalled and captivated their judgments. We find 


by manifold experience that though men be gene- 


rally addicted to the principle of ſalvation by works, 
yet moſt of them hate all ſtrict preachers and pro- 
feſſors of true godlineſs, becauſe they are a torment | 
to their conſciences. They endeavour to ſhelter 
themſelves in their ignorance of God's holy law; 
accounting the leſs they know, the leſs they are 
accountable for; and therefore they would not have 
right things propheſied unto them, Tſai: xxx. 10, 
The moſt that is made neceſſary for Salvation is 
only to endeavour to do what we can to obey 
Cnr1sT's commands, with ſome complimental 
truſt in him to make up our deficiencies ; though 


all 


: | 
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all that the moft can do, is nothing that is truly, 
ſpiritually good. — Thoſe that have a little more 
zeal for their Salvation by works, are prone to 
ſpend it in faper flitious obſervances, unrequired faſt- 
ings and acts of ſelf-denial, penances, and pilgri- 
mages, and the like; becauſe they better ſuit with 
their carnal nature than the ſpiritual commands of 
GoD and CHRIST: fo that it is found by expe- 
rience that Popery falls when the great pillar of it, 
Tuftification by works, is overthrown by the ſcrip- 


ture-doQrine of Tufti fication by Chriſt through faith 
alone, 


If theſe legal Zealots be forced, by ſtrong con- 
viction, to endeavour the practice of ſpiritual du- 
ties for the quieting their guilty conſciences, ftill 
thejr luſts are alive and as ſtrong as ever; and 
they ſhew their enmity againſt the law of Go p, 
by inward fretting, repining, and grudging at it, 
as a grievous taſkmaker ; though a flaviſh fear re- 
ftrain their groſs outward actings.— And if once 
they are ſo far enlightened with the knowledge of 
the ſpiritual nature of the law, as to diſcern that 
God rejeReth all their ſlaviſh ſervice, and will 
not own it for ſincere obedience ; then they fall in- 
to deſpair of their Salvation, becauſe they ſee they 
have failed in their higheſt attempts to perform the 
condition; and then their hearts [through igno- 
rance and enmity ] ſwell in anger and hatred 
againſt the purity and ſtrictneſs of God's holy law; 
yea, againſt Gop and CH RISTH himſelf,. for pre- 
ſcribing ſuch hard terms of Salvation, which they 
cannot keep, and yet expect to be everlaſtingly 
condemned 


condemned for breaking. This filleth them with 
blaſphemous thoughts againſt Gop and CHRISsTZ, 
and they can hardly refrain from blaſpheming with 
their tongues... 

And when they are brought to this horrible 
condition, if Gon doth not in infinite mercy diſ- 
cover: to them the way of Salvation, by free grace 
in CHRIST Jesus through faith alone, they will. 
.endeavour, if they can, to ſear their conſciences | 
paſt feeling of ſin, and wholly to abandon all re-. 
ligion, which hath: proved ſuch an inſufferable 
torment unto them. — or if they cannot ſear their 
conſciences, ſome of them are prevailed with by 
Satan rather to deſtroy themſelves than to live 
longer in the hatred of Gop, and the horrors of 
conſcience, which they know not how to avoid. 

This is the peſtilential effect of legal doftring 
upon a carnal heart, [though much encouraged , 
and promoted by many who are eſteemed cele- 
brated divines] which doth but rouſe up and en- 
rage our ſinful corruptions, inſtead of deſtroying 
chem « ; as is too evident by the ſad, experience of 
many that have endeavoured with all their might. 
to practiſe it; and by the ſcripture, which ſhew- 
eth a ſufficient cauſe why it cannot be otherwiſe, 
Rom. vii. 8. And therefore I account it an error 
to be abhorred and deteſted; eſpecially becauſe 
we are ſo prone to be ſeduced by it, and becauſe 
it is an error whereby Satan, transforming him- 
ſelf into an angel of light, hath greatly withſtood 
the goſpel of CHRIST, 


RES 
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Some are afraid, if they ſhould truſt on CHRIS 
for Salvation by free grace without works, the 
fire of their zeal and devotion would ſobn be ex 
tinguiſhed; that they ſhould let looſe the reins of 
their luſts, and bring certain damnation upon 
themſelves; and therefore they eſteem them the 
| only powerful preachers that ſay little or nothing 
of the free grace of God in CHRIST JEsus, but 
rather ſpend their pains in thundering hell and 
damnation againſt ſin and ſinners, . and urging 
people to procure an intereſt in Canrsr and his 
Salvation by their works. But as far as T have ob- 
ſerved, none more ſeriouſly endeavour to diſcover, 
and ſucceſsfully conform to the purity of the di- 
vine law, than thoſe that ſeck Holineſs and Salva- 
tion, without any legal condition, by the mere 
free grace of God in CHRIST IEsus.— Others, 
ſeeing the bad uſe that hath been made of the free 
grace of the goſpel by Antinomian libertines, have 
perſuaded themſelves that the practice of ſincere 
obedience cannot be eſtabliſhed upon a good and 
ſure ſoundation, but by making it the [procuring 
cauſe or] neceſſary condition of dur Juſtification, 

„ The worthy author, when he cles, againſt making holinef 
the neceſſary condition of our Salvation, only means that it is not 
neceſſary to our firſt receiving of Cux is that we ſhould be hoh 
and that it'is not at all the procuring cauſe of our Salvation; which 
would be to place it in the room of the juſtifying righteouſneſs 
and invaluable interceſſion of the Son of Gov ; ; the whole drift of 
bis diſcourſes elſewhere ſhew the great and abſolute neceflity of it in 
the chriſtian life ; and eſtabliſhes, by ſtrong and unanſwerable argu- 


ments, ſuch methods for the practice of it as alone are conſiſtent 


with the glory of Gov, the deſign of the goſpel, and the Furey 
comfortable, and ſucceſsful engagement in it, 


| nſiſtent 
he ſures 
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and ſo of our eternal Salvation; and therefore 
they new-model the holy ſcriptures in a way agree- 
able-and ſubſervient to this their only ſure Joun- 3 
dation of holineſs. 5 
But I hope to ſhew, that this their imagined 
fare foundation of holineſs was never laid by the 
holy Gop; but that it is rather an error in the 


foundation; pernicious to the true faith, and to 


holineſs of life. For my part J hate it with per- 
fect hatred, as I have cauſe ſo to do; and have 
found by ſome good experience the truth of the 
leſſon taught by the Apoſtle, that the way to be 
freed from the dominion of ſin, and live in the 
practice of holineſs is, not 10 be under the law, but 
under grace, Rom. vi. 14. 


The great thing aſſerted in the direction ae 


this fundamental error is, that it is a way of Salva- 
tion by the works of the law, and not by the faith of 


CHRIST, as revealed in the goſpel : though the 
maintainers of it would have us believe, that ĩt ĩs 
the only way of the goſpel; that we need not doubt 
of its power and E for our Juſtification, 

Sanctification, and whole Salvation. They think 
that the law, as a covenant of works, required us 


to do all its commandments perfecriy; but the goſ- 


pel, as a milder diſpenſation, only requires the 
condition of incere obedience, that we may live. 
And ſome will further allow, that it js only by the 
grace of CHRIST that we are able to perform this 
condition, and that it is his merits and mediation 
that puts a'ſtamp of excellence and efficacy upon, 
this their © obedienice, f ſo that it is all of 8 
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But that all theſe reaſous are but a fallacious vizerd 
upon a legal way of Salvation, to- make it lock like 
pure goſpel, T wall evince by the following Part: 7 
ticulars. 

Fin, All that ſeek 1805 3 che fineere 
performance of good works, as the procuring 
condition, are condemned by the word of Gon, 


for ſeeking righteouſneſs by the works of the law, and 


and not by faith, Rom. ix. 32. And for ſecking ia 
be Jui fed by the law, and ' ſalling from the grace of. 
Christ, Gal. v. 4.—This aſſertion, if it be found 
in the ſcriptures, i is enough to deſtroy the hapes of 
men upon the condition of ſincere. obedience; and 
to make them abhor it as a damning, legal doctrine, 
that bereaveth its followers of all Salvation by. 
CHRIST. 

| Secondly, The difference between the law ny | 
the goſpel, doth not confiſt in this, chat the, one 


requireth perfect doing, the other only fncere nes 


for our Juſtification: but in this, that the one rer 


quireth doing, the other, not doing, but 5 euing, 


for life and ſalvation. Their terms are different, 


not only in degree, but in their very nature. 
The Apoſtle oppoſeth the believing required i in 
the goſpel to all doing, as the condition of life pro- 

per only to the law, ſaying, As many as are of, 
« the works of the law, are under the curſe; for i it 
« is written, Curſed is every one that continueth 
« not in all things which are written in the book. 
« of the law to do them. — But that no man is 
« juſtified by the law in the ſight of Gop, is evi- 
« dent; for the Juſt mall live by faith, — And the 
ee law 


SEE 
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4 law is not of faith; but, the man that doth ther 
60 ſhall live, in them,” Gal. ili. 9 —1 3. And he 
deſcribeth the goſpel method of Salvation thus, 
To him that worketh not, (i. e. in expectation 
&« of procuring Salvation by it) but belieyethon 
ce him that juſtifieth the ungodly, his. faith i 0 ac: 
6c counted for righteouſneſs,” . Rom. iv. 5; é. 
If we ſeek for Salvation by never ſo mild 24 
dition of works, we do thereby bring ourſelves 

under the terms of the law, and become debtors. 
to fulfil the whole unto perſection, though we in- 
tended only to fulfil i it in part, Gal. v. 3. For the 
law is a a, compleat declaration of the only terms 
whereby Gop will judge all that are not brought 
to deſpair of procuring Salvation by any of their 
own works; and to receive it as a gift freely given 
them, by the grace of Gov in CHRIST, So that 
all that ſeek Salvation, right or wrong, knowingly 
or ignorantly, by any. works, more or leſs z whe» 
| ther invented by their own ſuperſtition, . Or Som- 
manded of Gov in his word, ſhall at laſt ſtand or 
fall by thoſe terms. For the law as a coyenaut 
doth {till ſtand in force to curſe thoſe that ſeck Sal- 
vation by their own righteouſneſs ; ; and is only 
aboliſhed to. them that are in CHRIST. "7 ſich 
Gal. TR 19 20% 

Thirdly, Thoſe that endeavour to procure Sal- 
vation by their ſincere obedience to the commands 
of CyRI5T, do act contrary to that way. of Salvation 
by Chriſt, free grace, and faith, diſcoyered in the 
goſpel; though they own it in profeſſion never ſo 
highly. 


C2 | 1. They 
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Y Re © hey act contrary to the way of Slug 
by Chriſi: for they would heal themſelves, and 
fave themſelves, and procure Gon's faveur by per- 
forming ſincere obedience, before they come to 
CurrisrT, the only Phyfician and Saviour. They 
place their own obedience as the foundation of 
their hopes of ſalvation, and build their enjoyment 
of CHRIST, and his grace upon it; who ought to 
be the only foundation. They would ſandtify 
themſelves, before they have a ſure intereſt in 
CHRIST ; and going about to eſtabliſh their own 
e they do not ſubmit themſelves to the righ- 
reouſus /s of God in CHRIS JESUS, Rom. x. 3, 4. 
Sometimes they will call the righteouſneſs 0. 
CHRrIsT their legal righteouſneſs, that they m 
make room for an evangelical righteouſneſs of | 
their own works to procure their Juſtification by 
CuRISsT : whereas the Apoſtle Paul knew no 
evangelical righteouſneſ, for our Juſtification, but 
that of CHRIST's, which he calleth the righteouſ- 
neſs of faith, without the law, Rom. iii. 21, 22. And 
not of the law, Phil. iii, 9. Thus they make 
void CyRIs8t's ſalvation while they pretend to own 
it, and CHRIST profiteth them nothing. © CHRIS 
« is become of none effect unto them, while they 
& thus ſeek to be juſtified by the law, Gal. v. 
2, 4. — If we would be faved by CHRIST, we 
muſt own ourſelves dead, loſt ſinners, that can 
have no righteouſneſs for Juſtification but his; ne 
life or ability to do good, until God briog us in- 
to union and ne with him, 


2. They 
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2. They alſo act contrary to Salvation by grace, 
according to the true meaning of the goſpel. For 


we are not ſaved by grace, as Siving or accepting 


our works for Juſtification; which would {tilt 


| make the goſpel a covenant of works, how mild 


ſoever the terms were: but we are ſaved by grace 
as the immediate and compleat cauſe of our whole 
Salvation ;' excluding any procurement of it by 
the condition of works, or claiming it by any de- 
claration of G o b as a due debt. The ſcripture 
teacheth us that there is a perfect oppoſition and 
utter irreconcileableneſs between Salvation by 
grace and works, If by grace, then it is no more 
of works; otherwiſe grace is no more grace—but 
if it be of works, then it is no more grace; other- 
wiſe work i is no more work,” Non. xi, 6,—S0 alſo 
there is an oppoſition between a reward reckoned 
of grace, and of debt, Rom. iv. 4.—And between 
a promiſe of happineſs by the /aw, and by grace, 
Rom. iv. 13, 16. Gop is ſo jealous of the glory 
of his free grace, that he will not ſave us by any 
works, though of his own working in us, /: 2% any 
man ſhould boaft,' Eph. ii. 9. He kn&weth when 
he healeth men by phyſic, or bleſſeth the labour of 
their hands for their maintainance, they are prone 


to attribute the glory rather to the means they uſe, 


than to his ſole bounty and goodneſs. 

3- They do alſo a& contrary to the way of Sal- 
vation by faith : for, as has been ſhewn before, the 
faith required for Salvation in the goſpel, is to be 
underſtood in a fenſe contrary to doing good works 
as a condition to procure our Salvation; that the 


3 difference 
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difference between the law and the Goſpel might 
be maintained. Believing is oppoſed to all work- 
ing for Salvation; and the law. of works to the law 
of faith, Rom. iv. 5. chap. iii. 27, Eph. ii. 8, 9. 
Therefore we muſt not conſider faith as a work of 
righteouſneſs deſerving or procuring our right and 
title to CHRIS and his Salvation; but only as the 
hand whereby we receive the Lord Jesvs CHRIST, | 
and the bleflings of his covenant, as ime Seen 
to us in him. 

God giveth a ſufficient ral for 8 con- 
vinced ſinners to receive CHRIs f and his Salvation 
by his free goſpel offer and invitation; ſo that he 
leaveth nothing for our faith to do but to lay hold 
of him as a free gift, that the glory of our Salva- 
tion may not be aſeribed at all to our faith or works, 
but only to this free grace of Gop in CHRIST: 
4 It is of faith, chat it * be by grace,” Rau- iu. 
16. 

Fourthly, Cn or his Apoſtles een taught 


2 goſpel that ſet forth works as procuring a title to 


Salvation. The texts of ſcripture uſually alledged 
for this purpoſe, are either contrary to it, or widely 
diſtant. from it; as hath been proved by: many 
learned expoſitors. I ſhall inſtance only in a few 


of thoſe texts, whereby you may have ſome light 


to judge of the reſt, 

1. That obedience of faith, which the Apoſtle x re- 
preſents as the great deſign of goſpel-preaching. 
Rom. i. 5. is as contrary to the doctrine of pro- 
curing. Salvation by ſincere obedience, as the law 
of faith is to the law of works, Rom. iii. 27. It 
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is an obedience that confi ſteth in believing the re- 
port of the geſpel; ; as the Apoſtle himſelf explain- 
eth it, „ They have not all obeyed the goſpel ; 

« for Iſuiar faith, Lord, Who bath! believed our 


"8 report ?'” Rom. x. 16. 


2. Again, Faith is faid to be inputed for righ- 
« teoulneſs';” not becadfe'it is a work of righite- 


ouſneſs itfelf; but beeauſe we do by it renounce. 


all confidence in any righteous works whatſoever, 


and truſt alone on him that juftifieth the ungodly; 


which is clear from that very text which is ny 
perverted for the purpoſe, Nom. iv. 5. 
3. Another text alledged is, * Bleſſed are they 


« that do his commandments, that they may have 


right to the tree of life, and may enter in through 
« the gates into the city,” Rev. xxii. 14. But 
the Greek word here tranſlated right, Ggnifieth 


power or privilegt, John i. 12. And only means 


a rightly poſſeſſion, and not a mere title to it, 80 


this text, and many others of a'Iike import, Rom, 


ti. 6, 7. Mart. vii. 22 — 27. proveth no mote 
than what judicious Proteſtants are generally a- 
greed in, that good works are the way wherein 


weare to walk to the enjoyment and poſſeſſion af 


the glory of CTs TH; though a title to CHRISY 
and his glorious Salvation be freely given us, 
without the procurement of them by our good 
Works. 

4. When the happineſs of bevven is called a re- 
ward, ſome think it muſt needs imply the procure- 
ment of it by good works, Rev. xxii. 12. But 


| though. ft be called a reward; beraufe it is given 
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after good works done, which ſhall have a glorious 
recompence; yet, it is a reward of grace, not of 
debt, Rom iv. 22 — 24. It is no proper wages, 
but a free gift; (F or the wages of ſin is death, but 
& the gift of Gov is eternal life, ee Jus 
„ CnrrsT our Lord,“ Rom. vi. 23. 

5. Many Proteſtants evidently. join with the | 
Papiſts, againſt the concurrent judgment: of the 
beſt divines, in their interpretation of that text, 
Fam. i I. 24. “Ve ſee then how that by works a 
man is juſtified, and not by faith only.“ Where 
they conceive the Apoſtle Fames' delivereth the 
| doctrine of Juſtification in more proper ex preſſions 
than the Apoſtle Paul, who teacheth Juſtification 
by faith without works. Whereas it hath been 
ſufficiently ſhewed, that St James ſpeaketh not of 
Juſtification in its proper ſenſe, but only ſheweth 
the difference between a falſe faith, which is dead 
and inactive; and a true and lively faith, which 
is operative, and fruitful of good works; as In the 
caſe of Abraham, Rahab, &c. Fam. ii. 126. 
Fifthly, Thoſe that endeavour to perform this 
ſincere obedience as a condition whereby to pro- 
cure a right and title to CHR Is r and his Salvation, 
fall never be able to perform ſincerely any true obe- 
dience by all ſuch endeavours. Though they labour 
earneſtly, and pray fervently, faſt frequently, and 
oblige themſelves to holineſs by making many 
vows, and preſs themſelves to the practice of it by 
the moſt forceable motives, ſuch as the infinite 
purity, juſtice and knowledge of Gop, the equity 
and goodneſs of his cm! the example of 


Cnxlsr, 
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Cur1sT, everlaſting happineſs or miſery, and the 
like; yet they ſhall- never attain the end which 
they aim at in ſuch an erroneous; way. They 
may indeed reſtrain their -cortuptions, and bring 
themſelves to many hypocritical,” ſaviſhperform- 
ances; whereby they may be eſteemed amonꝑſt 
men as eminent ſaints; but they ſhall not be able 
to mortify one corruption, or to perform one duty 
in ſueh an holy manner as Gop approveth- I 
have heard, indeed, that ſome preach legally, 
and pray evangelically; and I would hope the 
frame of their hearts and lives is rather accord - 
ing to their prayers than diſcourſes. But what a 
lamentable diſappointment is it for men to ſpend 
their time and labour in the purſuit of a religion 
that cannot profit or ſave them. The cauſe of 
which the Apoſtle deſcribes, Nom. ix. 31, 32. 
Iſrael, which followed after the law of righte- 
« ouſneſs, hath not attained to the law of righte- 
« oufnefs, Wherefore ? — Becauſe they ſough 
„c it not by faith, but as it were by the works 4 
„„ the law. The reaſons for this aſſertion are, N 
(I.) Becauſe the way of Salvation by the law 
maketh faith void, and the promiſes of none effect; 
and fruſtrateth the grace of Go p, as if CHRIST 
died in vain, Rom. iv. 14. Gal. ii. 21. chap. v. 2, 4. 
—(2.) Thoſe that ſeek Salvation by works, do 
therein act according to their natural ſtate, and 
not according to the new - ſtate by union with 
CERISTH. We muſt be dead to the law as a covenant 
of works, before we can be married to Cnklsr, and 
bring forth fruit unto Gop, Rom. vii. 1, 4. Sin- 
= cere 


cers obedience is as impoſſible to be attained to as 
perfeft obedience, while we are in our dead, natu - 
ral ſtate. (g.) The law affordeth no./irength at all 
to fulfil its conditions; which is only to be had 
by faith in CHRIS T. The ſpirit of grace can 
never be afforded to them who by their works 
fruſtrate the deſign of the goſpel. The doctrine 
of Life and Salvation by fincere obedience, exact- 
eth of us the performance of the condition before 
it alloweth us any life or ſtrength by CHRIS 
but true goſpel-holineſs is a 'free-gift from Gop, 
and therefore only ſuited to the ſtate of diſeaſed, 
helpleſs ſinners, Gal. iii. 21. Exel. xxxvi. 27. 
(4.) The law is ſo far from healing our ſinful 
corruptions, that while we make it the condition 
of our Salvation, ſin will be the more exaſperated 
and /tirred up, and take occaſion thereby to become 
more exceeding ſinful, as the Apoſtle declareth at 
large, Rom. vii—We find how prone legal writers 
are to corrupt the pure and ſpiritual ſenſe of the 
law, that they may leave ſtarting-holes for their 
corruptions by their falſe gloſſes, Mart. v. 179—46 
—(5.) The end of Gop's giving the law was not 
that any ſhould ever attain Holineſs and Salvation 
by it; but that we might ſee our ſinfulneſs and mi- 
ſery; and. the impoffibility of attaining to life or 
holineſs by our works; and might the more ear- 
neſtly ſeek to CarasT for his juſtifying grace, 
and ſanctifying ſpirit, Gal. iii. 15—24. Rom. v. 20, 
21. ſee chap. 3. dir. 2. 
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my Wi not to imagine that our ee 


muſt be changed rem fin to halineſs” before we 
may ſufely venture to truſt on CHRIST To the 


ee On of bimpelf and his Salvation. * my 


WE. are 3 eee to | build our Seh- 
tion upon our on works, that if we cannot make 
them procuring cauſes of our Salvation by Cn IST, 
yet we ſhall endeavour at leaſt to make them . 
ceſſary preparatives to fit us for receiving CHRIST 
and his Salvation by faith. And men ara eaſily 
perſuaded, that this is not at all contrary to Sal- 
vation by Go p's free grace, becaufe all' that is 
hereby aſcribed to our works, or good qualifica - 
tions, is only that they may put us in a fit poſture. 


to receive a free gift, Agreeable to which a 


learned divine faith, [with more human eloquence 
than ſerĩpture truth! If we were to go to a 
c prince fat a freę gift, good manners and due 
* reverence would teach us to trim ourſelves firſt, 
and to change our ſiovenly clothes, as Foſeph 
« did when he came out of the dungeon into the 
© preſence of Pharach. It ſeemeth to be an im- 
“„ pudent lighting and contemning the juſtice 
* and holineſs of GoD and CHRIST, and 
« an unſufferable affront and indignity offered 

to the divine Majesry when any dare pre- 

„ ſume to approach his preſence in the naſty 
<< pickle of his ſins, covered all over with putri- 


* fying ſores, not at all cloſed, bound up, or 


„ cleanſed : 
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& cleanſed ; much more when they endeavour to 
<<. receive. the Moſt Holy One into ſuch an abo- 
*© minable ſink, as a ſinner's heart is before it be 
te at all reformed, The parable concerning the 
te man that was to be bound hand and feet, and 
te caſt into outer darkneſs, for coming to the 
4 royal wedding without a wedding garment, 
ſeemeth to be intended as a warning againſt all 
* fſuch / preſumption. [ And all this would be 
true were it directed only to the obſtinate, pre- 
ſumptuous ſinner, who comes to CHñRISH¾to ſhel- 
ter him from the dreadful effects of his evil luſts 
and criminal indulgences, while he has no real 
deſires after true converſion to G op and holineſs, 
Exel. xiv. 3—8. but is no ways ſuitable to the 
caſe of a truly humbled and ſenſible ſinner, who 
ſees himſelf ſunk into an abyſs of guilt, pollution, 
- and n ann My n to e or _ 
himſelf} 1 4 263] 
Many bat behold with terror the ebene 
evil of their on hearts, are kept off from coming 
immediately to CHR1sT by ſuch imaginations, 
which Satan ſtrongly maintaineth and increaſeth 
in them by his ſuggeſtions : ſo that they can by no 
 _ -means be perſuaded out of them, until Gop teach 
them inwardly by the illumination of his ſpirit. 
They delay the ſaving application to CHRIS by 
faith, becauſe they think they are not duly qualified 
and prepared for. it. For the ſame reaſon many 
weak believers delay coming to the Lord's-ſupper 
for many years, or even to the end of their lives; 
and _ be as . to delay their baptiſm, if 


they 


.../ 
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they had not been baptized in infiricy.—Againſt. 


all ſuch breed N Propoſe e en 


ſiderations. Ms e FILL 7 2 i lin Zett K. a3 
_ Firſt, eee is eee the prazice of | 
Holineſs, and to our whole Salvation; in the Tame 


manner with that treated of in the foregoing di- 


rection, and may be confuted by the ſame argu- 
ments there produced. Whether holineſs be made 
a procuring cauſe of our Salvation, or a neceſſary 
condition to qualify us for the reception of CHRIS, 


ue are equally brought under thoſe legal terms of 


doing firſt the duties of the law, that we may live; 
and are equally deprived of the only effectual means 
of holineſs, ſuch as union and feHowſhip witir 


Cnxlsr, and his ſanctifying ſpirit, received by 


faith; which muſt go before the practice of holi- 
neſs, that they may enable us for it, John. xv. 5 
Gal. iii. 14. And we are equally left to labour in 


vain for holineſs, while we are in our curſed, de- 


praved ſtate, whereby our natural corruption will 
be rather exaſperated than mortified: ſo that we 
ſhall never be duly prepated, in this way, for the 
reception of CHRIST as long as we live. — Thus, 
while we endeavour to prepare our way to CHRIST 
by holy endowments, we do. rather fill it with 
ſtumbling- blocks and deep pits, whereby our ſouls 
are hindred from ever nee to the — of 


 CunrnTet. 


Secondly, The So of our bene and Lives 
from ſin to holineſs, before our receiving 'of 
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* eee, of the 1 nor re- 
quized in the word of Gp. CHzist would have: 
the vileft of ſinners who are ſenſible. of their guilt 
and depravity, and deſirous of Salvation in the 
way of faith and holineſs] to come to him for Sal- 
vation imediately, without delaying the 2 
prepare themſelves for him, by prerequifite holi- 

neſs. When the Philippian Jailor, who had. a 
little before faſtned Paul and Silas in the ſtocks, 
and newly made an attempt upon his on life 
by wilful ſelf- murder, and thereby ſhewed himſels 
deſtitute of holy endowments or qualifieations, 


ſeriouſly inquired, J/hat be fhow!d do to be ſaved? 


Paul directed him forthwith-ta-be/ieve un CHRIST 
with the promiſe that in fo doing he ſhould be 
ſaved, and Rraightway be and all his were baptiz= 
ed, As xvi. 30—33- He doth not tell him that 


| his heart and life muſt firſt be reformed. and made 


holy; though no doubt he was altogether. in am 
unſanctified ſtate at that time. Likewiſe: thoſe 
three thouſand, Jews, who had lately 21th wicked 
hands crucified and Pain the Lord of glory, and were 
converted by Peter's preaching and the fame day 
added to the church by baptifmy 4: ii. 22-——4Te 
Theſe ſeemed to have as much need of previous 
qualifications for receiving CHRIST as any, having 
been his betrayers and. murderens —— Our Lord 
commands his ſervants to go out into the highways 
and hedges,. and compel them to come in; with- 
out preſcribipg.time to $arry till they had waſhed 
their filthy ſores, and cleanſed their polluted gar- 
ments.— CHRIST would bave us to believe on him 


that 


* 


8 7 


at 
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that juſtifieth the ungodly; and therefore be. dotly- 
not expect us to be godly before we believe, Rom. 


iv. 5. — He came as a Phyſician for the ſick, and 


doth not require that ſmners ſhould be recovered 
from their ſickneſs before they come to him for 
healing, Matt. ix. 12. The vileſt ſinners who 
groan under their miſery, and are deſirous of 
Cuxrsr's redemption] are fitly prepared and qua- 
lied for this defign, Matt. xi. 29. which is to 
ſhew forth the exceeding riches of G o D grace, 
in pardoning our fins and ſaving us freely, Eph 
it. 5, 7. He that loved us in our moſt miferable 
contities; ſo as to die for us, wilt much more be 
willing to receive us when we come to him for his 
purchaſed Salvation, Rom. v. 8— 10. Therefore 
it is no affront to CHRIST, or contempt of tha 

juſtice and holineſs of Gop, to come to CHRIS π | 
while we are polluted ſinners ; but rather it is an 
affronting and eontemning the ſaving grace, merit 
and fulneſs of CHRIST, if we endeavour to make 
ourſelves holy and righteous, befote we receive 
CrRIsT himſelf for all holinefs and righteoulneſs, 


Our Lord and Saviour unn mat dchiled by one 


ing an unclean leper, in order to his cure ; nor is 


the ſun polluted by ſhining on a dunghtl, 


Thirdly, T hoſe that receive the Lord JESUS with 


an unfeigned faith, ſhall never want a wedding- 


garment. to adorn them. in the ſight of Go vp. 
Faith itſelf is very precious in the fight of the 
Lord, 2 Pet. i. 1. and moſt holy, Jude 20.—-Gon 
loveth it, becauſe it giveth the glory of our Sal- 
vation only to his tree grace in CHRIST JESUS. 

And 
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And renounceth all dependence upon any works 
that we can perform to procure a right to CnRIST, 
or make ourſelves acceptable to him, Nom. iv. 16. 
It containeth in it an high eſtimation of CnRLS 
as a Saviour, and an hungring and thirſting appe- 
tite for his Salvation, Matt. v. 3. and receivetn 
freely the gift of Gop's grace in him. What wed- 
ding-garment can ſinners bring with them more 
delightful than this to their bountiful Gop, whoſe 
great deſign is to manifeſt the abundant riches of 
his glorious grace and goodneſs in their Salvation ? 
The Father himſelf loveth them, becaufe they love 
CurIsrT, and believe war d be eame out from Gon, ä 
R 

But the excelleney of faith neth 3 in this, that it 
accounteth not itſelf, nor any works of ours, a 
ſufficient ornament to make us acceptable in the 
fight of Gop. It is not our wedding- garment it- 
_ elf, but it receiveth of CHRIST, without money 
and without price, twhite raiment that we may be 
cloathed, and that the ſhame of our nakedneſs ds not 
appear, Rev. iii. 18, — Though it loveth and de- 
fireth the free gift of holineſs, yet it abandoneth 
alt thoughts of practiſing holinefs before we come 
to CyRI6sT for an holy nature. It putteth on 
CHrisT himſelf, and in him enjoyeth all things 
that pertain to life and godlineſs. Thus every 
true believer is clothed with the ſun, Rev. xii. 1. 
Even with the fur of righteouſneſs, the Lord IE - 
sus; who is himſelf our all in all for ſpiritual and 
Sternal I 


 Fourthly, 
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Fourthly, For the more full ſatisfaction and 
comfort of thoſe diſtreſſed ſouls that lie under the 
terrible apprehenſions of their own ſinfulneſs, and 
the wrath of Gon, and dare not venture to truſt 
aſſuredly on CHRIS for their Salvation, until 
they find in themſelves a change from fin to her: 
lineſs ; I ſhall ſhew that thoſe things which ſuch 
would find in themſelves, are either comprehended 
in faith itſelf, or are the fruits and conſequences of 
faith ; and therefore they cannot be rationally ex- 

pected before we truſt-on Chrift for our Salyation. 

I. Repentance is thought, by ſome, neceſſary 
before they believe on CHRIS for Salvation. But 
what is repentance, but a hearty turning from fin 
to God and his ſervice ? and what way is there to 
turn to Gop, but through CHRIS TY who is the 
„ way, the truth, and-the life ; without whom 
© none cometh unto the Father? Fob, xiv. 6. 
Therefore, if we would turn, to. Gop in the right 
way, we muſt firſt. come to CHRIST, by. faith; 
which is the great means afforded us by the grace 
of Go for the effectual performance of it. Re· 
pentance is indeed a duty which ſinners naturally 
owe to Gop; but the great queſtion i is, how they 
ſhall be able acceptably to perform it. This queſ- 
tion is reſolved only by the goſpel of Cx R 18 T, 
They ſhall look upon me whom they have pierced, 
and ſhall mourn,” Zech. xii. 10. The way to 
repent aright is to begin with believing, . : © 
2. Regeneration allo is neceſſary to e 
and therefore many would find it wrought, in 
themſelves before they truſt on ChRIST for their 

Salvation. 
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Salvation. But eonfider what regeneration is; 
It is a renewing, or neweereating us in CHRIS r, 
1 Cor. W. 15. Eph. f. 10. In whom we are par- 
takers of a divine nature, far different from that 
which we received from the firſt Aim. — Now 
faith is the uniting grace: whereby Rs dwel- 
leth in us, and we in him, Eph. iii. 17. There- 
fore it is the firſt grace wrought in our regenera- 
tion, and the means of all the reſt. When you 
truly delte e.. you are regenerated, and not till 
then. Thoſe that receive ChRx TSH by believing, 
and thofe only, are the ſons of Gon, «which 
& are born, not of blood,” nor of the will of the 
& fleſh, ata _ will oo man, Lond of Gop, " 
Nr. 127 FX 
3. They think - it r firſt to ed 
| Ser br as their Lord and Lawgiver, with 
fincere reſolution to obey him in all things, Before | 
they receive him as a Saviour. This is one prin- 
cipat leon in the new-divinity, and is made the 
great att of faving faith, And T own it as a ber- 
ain truth, that CHRIST will fave none but thoſe 
who are brought to reſign themſelves fincerely to 
his rule and government; but yet we muſt ob- 
ſerve, that they are not brought to this holy reſig- 
nation, or fincere purpoſes of obedience, 22 
they receive ChxIS for Salvation, but rather by 
receiving him. Men that were never thoroughly 
ſenſible of their natural death in ſin, and enmity 
againſt Go p's holy law; do eaſily bring them- 
felves to reſolve upon univerſal obedience to Gop, 
when they are on their death-beds, in deep diftrefs 
or 
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or immĩnent danger, or when. they. would prepare 
_ themſelves for theLprd's-ſupper; that ſo they may 
make theix peace with GoÞD, and have ground to 
truſt on CHRIST for Salvation. But all reſelu- 
tions of that kind are vain and hypocritical, as ſoon 
broken as made. Thoſe that know the plague of 
their own hearts, do find that their carnal mirid is 
enmity unts the law of Gon and CHRIS, Rom. 
viii. 7. And that they ean as ſoon remove a moun- 
tain, as give up themſelves ſincerely to obedience, 
before they truſt on CHRISTH for his Saluation, and 
for / the giſt of a new; heart, whereby they may be 
enabled both to will and to do that which is aceept- 
able to Gon; and that we ſhall never obey him 
as a Cap, until we firſt receive . a a 
Saviour,  * > 
The Ane diuection may ſerve fos the attainment 
of ſeveral. other _ good qualifications that - diſtreſſed 
ſouls would find in themſelv es, that they may de 
duly prepared to truſt on CRI fer Salvation ; 
ſuch as love to Gop and Godlineſs freedom ſtom 
heart-iniquities — a reverential ſear of Gon in- 
genuous ſorrow for ſin—power to forgive enemies, 
&c,—which when they have long laboured after, 
and cannot get them, at laſt they lie down in for- 
rowful deſpondence, not daring to apply the eon- 
ſolations of the grace of God in CH RISVH to their 
wounded conſciences; To whom I would anfwer, 
you cannot reaſonably expect theſe holy qualifica- 
tions while you are in your natural ſtate, under the 
guilt of ſin, and the wrath of Go p, before you 
have received the eee and the now one 
life 
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lte that is by Cunxlsx, through faith nee 
| | You do but exaſperate your corruptions, harder 
your heart, and make your wounds to ſtink the 
more becauſe bf your. fool ichneſs 3 If you think to 
ſubdue and cleanſe them before you receive 
nn lisr and his Salvation by Fails, = 75 00d). 
Finally, If you aſk, Mbat you maſt do that. you 
may work the works of God ? I muſt direct you firſt 
to faith in Chriſt, as the work of works, and the 
great preparatory, to all good diſpoſitions and per- 
formances, by anſwering in our Saviour's words, 
This is the work of God, that ye believe on him whom 
he hatb ſent, John vi. 28, 29. \CuxisT is a ſaving 
Lord; truſt in him firſt to ſave you from the guilt 
and power of ſin, and dominion of Satan, and: to 
give you a new, ſpiritual diſpoſition: then, and 
not till then, the love of CHRIST will conſtrain 
you to live unto him that died for you, 2 Cor. v. 14. 
And you wilb be able to ſay with unfeigned reſo - 
lution, O Lord, truly I am thy ſervant, I am 
6, thy ſervant; z thou haſt looſed my bonds,” Plat, 5 
cxvi. 16. e 25. 3-0 2 
Drnzzcrron oe We 
z) E Huson diligently to Perform the great work 
F believing on CHRIST in à right manner, 
without any delay; and then alſo to continue and 
. increaſe in your moft holy faith; that ſo your enjoy= = 
ment of Chriſt, of union and fellowfhip with him, 
and all holineſs and peace by him, may be begun, | 
continued, and increaſed in you. 
HAVING already-diſcovered to you the way 


of Salvation 10 CHRIST, and the effectual means 
of 
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of a holy life; my buſineſs now is, to lead you to 
the actual excerciſe and improvement of them, for 
the immediate attainment of theſe bleſſed and glo- 
rious ends. It is before ſuffciently proved that 
CHRIST himſelf, and, with him, all the bleſſings 


of Salvation, and endowments for an holy practice, 
are received by faith. This is the uniting grace 


whereby the ſpirit of Gos effefteth that myſtical 
union between CuRIST and us, and maketh us 
branches of that Noble Vine — Members of that 
Living Head, — Lively ſtones of the Spiritual Tem- 
ple, built upon the precious, living corner ſtone, 
and ſure foundation, CHRIST. This is the grace 
whereby we paſs from our corrupt, natural ſtate, 
which is a ſtate of condemnation and miſery, to 
a new and holy ſtate in CHRISH; alſo from death 
in fin to a life of righteouſneſs z and thereby we 
are comforted and dN in every eu word 1 5 
and work. e e 


The fir/f thing. in 1b prefent: direRion is, to 
to put you en the performance of this great duty 
| ofhelicvingi in CHRIST, and to guide you therein, 
V, Be thoroughly ſenſible of the great duty of 
believing aright on CHRIST. Many make little 
conſcience of this precept of the goſpel. It is not 
known by natural light, as many moral duties are, 
but only by ſupecnatural 'revelation,' and it is 
fooliſhneſs to the natural man. They are ſome- 
times terrified with the apprehenſion of other fins, 
and will examine . themſelves concerning them; 
but the great ſin of nat believing in- CHRIST, is. 
ſeldom ought of in their. examinations, or re- 


giſtered 


= 
7 


— 
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giſtered in the catalogue of their fins. Some who 
aære convinced it is 2 duty neceſſary to Salvation 
neglect it, betauſe they conceive that it ay be 
eaſily performed at any time, without a0 fab 
or diligent endeavour. On the contrary, others 
account it 28 difficult as any works of the law, 
and utterly -impuſſible for them to "attain unto 
And ſome eſteem it a duty ſo petuliar to the elect, 
that it would be prtfumplion for them to eden 
vour the performance of it, until they know them- 
ſclves to be elected to eternal life through CHRIST. 
] ſhall endeavour to remove all theſe impediments, 
by ſhewing it is worthy of our moſt ſerious at- 
tention and beſt endeavours, from the heceflity, 
arten and preciouſneſs of it. 

T. If our underſtandings were not Cate it 
che matters of Salyation, they would ſhew us that 


we cannot of ourſelves find out the way of Salva- 


tion; and would condemn thoſe that deſpiſe the 
revelation, of chat method of Salvation; which 


Go hath ſet before us in his holy word. ThE 
gteat end of all revealed doctrines in the ſcriptures, 


is, to make us Wiſe toito-Saboation by faith which is 


in Chrift Feſus, 2 Tim. iii. 15. The end of the 
law given by Moſes, was for righteouſneſs to every 


aue that belitveth; and CHRIST Is that td of the 
lau for righteoufnifs, Rom. x. 4. The moral law 
itſelf was reveuled to direct us to look to CRIST 
for Salvation, by believing, Gal. iii. 2124. Or 
elſe the knowledge of it had nothing availed fallen 
man, that was unable to keep it. Therefore 
15 that Gght the great! duty of believing, and 


account 
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account is fooliſhnely, ds, thereby defpiſe and vi- 


lify the; whale counse] of Gop for man's Salvation. 
The law, Al 


are become of none effect to the Salvation of, ſuch, 
The only fruit that ſuch cag attain unto by all 


the ſaying dodtrines of che goſpel, is only ſome 


hy pocritical moral di and ſlaviſn perform. 
ances ;; Which, will ba deſpiſed as. alhy md 
the ſight of Gop, in the great da,. 
However many mind not the ſin of 1 * 
their ſelf-examinations; 3 Vet let them know, that 
this is the moſt per üicious ſin of all. All their 
other fins would; mot prevail ta their condemmay: 
tion; yea, they; would, not prevail. in their can»; 


verſation, were it nat for their unbeligf. This, 
one ſin prevailing, maketh, it w poſſible for chem 


to pleaſe & op in any duty whatſoever, Hab. xi. 
6. If you will not mind this one great ſin now. 
Gop will ſhortly mind you of is in Vengeance; 
for he that believeth- 93 on the Sin of Gad, hall not 


fee life bug. the wrath pf God, ubideth on him, John 
ll. 36. And the Long: Jeſus Pall be revealed from 
heaven in flaming fire, taking vengeance an them. that 


obey not the, goſpel of. eur Lord _ fs 2 The. 
REO 


2. Beligning. en 8 is a a. han will 


require diligent attengian and labour for the perform 
ance of it. We muſt, labour to enter into that 
« reſts: leſt⸗ y man fall by unbelief, Hab, iv. 1 L. 

We muff, £5. diligence to the full aſſurance of 


e hope unte the end, that, we may be followers. 
of ric wag: neee patience inherit 


6 the 


- 


the . goſpel, and CHRIS T himſelf, 
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ec the promiſes, * Heb. vi, 11, 14. It is a ork 
that requireth might ahd power; and therefore we 
have need to be ſtrengthened with might by his 
ſpirit in the inward man, that Ci RIS T may dwell 
in our hearts by faith, Hob. iii. 16, 17.  chap."i, 19. 
I confeſs, it is eaſy and pleafant in its own na- 
ture, becauſe it is the motion of the heart towards 
CnRISsr, the moſt deſireable object; and it is 
| receiving CHRrIsT and his Salvation as our own, | 
which is very comfortable and delightful; and 
the ſoul is carried forth to this duty by love to 
unis r and its own | happineſs,” which is an af. 
fection which maketh hard works: cafy and plea- 
ſant: yet it is made difficilt to ur by reaſon of the 
oppoſition it meets with from our own'cortuptions 
and Satan's temptations; It is no eaſy matter to 
receive Chals r as our | happineſs and free Salva-' 
(| tion, with true confidence and lively affection, 
= vrhen the. guilt of fm lieth heavily upon the con- 
pron yan and the wrath of Gon is manifeſted to 
= | the foul, by his holy word and awful tetrors}\ 
EZ eſpecially when- we have been long accuſtomed to 
= ſeek Salvation by the procurement of our o.] n 
= works; and to account the way of Salvation by 
S | Gop's free grace through CHRIST, fooliſh and 
i | | pernicious when Satan-deth-'hig utmoſt by his 
o0un ſuggeſtions, and by falſe teachers, and by 
i | worldly allurements and terrors, to hinder the ſin- 
cere performance: of this duty Many works that 
are eaſy in their own nature, prove difficult to us 
| to perform; -ſuch-as dove and-forgiveneſs' of ene - 0 
= - mies; 3 truſt i in Gop/amidſt difficulties and diſcou- 
= TI ragements 
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ragements: : nay, the very eaſineſs of ſome duties 
makes their performance difficult, as Naaman the 


Dit. 2. on the So. of Gon fer Sahi 


Syrian was hardly brought to wafli and be clean, 


| becauſe he thought it to be to fight and eaſy a re- 


medy for the eure of his leproſy, 2 Kings v. 12, 13. 


Even in this very caſe, people ate offended at the 


duty of believing on CHRIST, as too flight and 
eaſy a method to cure the leproſy of the ſoul; 
they would have ſome harder thing enjoined to 
them for the attainment of ſo great an end as ever- 
laſting Salvation.— However eaſy the work of be- 
lieving ſeemeth, we find by experience that men 
are more eaſily brought to the moſt burdenſome, 
coſtly, and abſurd ceremonies and obſervations, 
than this 5 as in we caſe 8 en Wer and 


others. | 9 3 


They that nede the dots of faith for its cafs- 
neſs, ſhew, that they were never yet made ſenſt- 
ble of their innumerable ſins, and the terrible 
curſe of the law, and wrath of Go p that they lie 
under ; of the darkneſs and vanity of their minds, 
the corruption and hardnefs of their hearts, and 
their bondage under the power of ſin and Satan; 
and have not been truly humbled ; without which 


they cannot believe in a right manner. Many . 
excellent chriſtians have found by experience 


that it hath been a very hard matter to bring their 
hearts to the duty of believing: it hath coſt them 
vigorous ſtruggles and ſharp confliéëts with their 
own corruptions and Satan's temptations. It is ſo 
difficult a work, that we cannot perform it with- 

| : 8 D out 
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out the mighty working of the Spirit of Goo upon 
our hearts, who only can render it eaſy unto us, 
3. Though we cannot poſſibly perform. this 
| great work of believing in a right manner, until 
the Spirit of Gop work faith in our hearts by his 
mighty power; yet it is neceſſary that we ſhould en- 
deavour it. We can perform no holy duty accept- 
ably, except the Spirit of Gop work it us; yet 
are we not hereby excuſed from working ourſelves, 
but are the rather ſtirred up to the greater diligence: 
work out your own Salvation with fear and trembling; 
for it is God which worketh in You, both to will and 
10 do of his good pleaſure, Phil. ii. 12, 13. The 
way whereby the holy Spirit works faith i in the 
' eleR, is, by ſtirring them up to endeavour to be- 
lieve. And this is a way ſuitable to [the reaſon- 
able nature of man, ] and to the means which the 
Spirit uſeth for his converſion and ſalvation; i. e. 
the exhortations, commands, and invitations of 
the goſpel; which would be of no force, if we 
were not to attempt to obey them, until we find 
faith already wrought in us. Neither can we poſſi- 
bly find that the Spirit of Go p doth effectually 
work faith in us, or give us ſtrength to believe, 
until we ad it; for which end all inward graces 
are diſcerned by their acts and fruits, as the ſeed in 
the ground by its ſpringing.—It is enough for us 
that Gop diſcovereth unto us in the goſpel what 
faith is, and the ground we have to believe on 
CHRIST for our own Salvation; and that Gop 
* this duty of Ws and will help us in the 
performance 
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performance of it, if we '{erjoully' and ſincerely 
apply ourſelves thereunto. And indeed whoſo- 
ever truſteth on CHRIST alſuredly for ſtrength to 
believe by his Spirit, doth, in effect, truſt on 
CHRIST for his own Salvation; which i is inſepa- 
rably joined with the grace of ſaving faith. And 
this faith is wrought in us by hearing, knowing 
and underſtanding the word of Gop. Faith cometh 
' by hearing, and hearing by the word of God, Rom. 
x. 17. Therefore whoſoever receiveth the goſ- 
pel- diſcovery of Salvation with hearty deſire, is 
taught by the Spirit, and will certainly come ta 
CHRIST by believing, John vi. 45. Every one 
that receiveth it not, deſpiſeth Gop, maketh him 
a liar, and deſerveth to periſh for his unbelief, 
1 John v. 10. 

4. Though the Spirit of Gop worketh ſaving 
faith only in the elect, and others believe not be- 
cauſe they are not of CHRIST s ſheep, John x. 26. 
and on that account it is called the faith of God's 
let, Tit. i. 1, yet all that hear the goſpel are 
obliged to the duty of believing, as well as to all 
the duties of the moral law; and that before they 
know their own particular election; and they are 
liable to condemnation for unbelief, as well as 
for any other ſin. He that believeth not is 
e condemned already, becauſe he hath not be- 
<« lieveth on the name of the only begotten Son 
« of Goy, ” John iii. 18. We cannot have a 
certain knowledge of our eleCtion to eternal life 
before we do believe; it is a thing hidden' in the 
unſearchable counſel of Gop, until it be manifeſt | 
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by our  effeQtual calling, and believing i in unisex. 
This way the Apoſtle knew the election of the 
Theſſalomans ; by finding the evidences and fruits 
of their faith, 1 Theſſ. i. 4—6. And this way we 
muſt know it for ourſelves. - 
It is no preſumption for us to trult confidently 

on CnrIsT for everlaſting Life and Salvation, be- 


fore we have any good evidence of our election; ; 


becauſe Gop, that cannot lie, hath made.a gene- 
ral promiſe that whoſoever believeth on him ſhall not 
be aſhamed, Rom. x. 11, 12. And CHRIST him- 
ſelf hath aſſured us that he will i in no wiſe caſt out 
any 1 that cometh to him, whoſoever he be, Jobn vi. 
37. So that we need not fear that we ſhall in- 
fringe | Go p's decree of election, by believing 
firmly on CHRIST for our Salvation, before we 
know what Gop hath decreed concerning us: for 
if we believe aright, we ſhall at laſt aſſuredly be 
found among the number of the ele ; and if we 
refuſe to believe, we ſhall thereby wilfully ſort 
ourſelves among the reprobates, that ſtumble at. the 
word, being diſobedient, whereunto alſo they are ap- 
pointed, 1 Pet. ii. 8. Secret things therefore belong 
to Cod, but thoſe things that are revealed belong unis 
18, that we may do them, and enjoy them, Deut xxix. 
29. [If we ſeek for Salvation through CHRIST, in 
the way of faith and holineſs] we are to pray in 
faith, nothing doubting, that G op will re- 
member us with the favour that he beareth un- 
« to his people; that we ſhall ſee the good of his 
„ choſen, and rejoice with his . Pal 
evi. 4, 5 
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2d, The ſecond. thing directed to is, that you 
ſhould endeavour for a right manner of performing 
this duty. This is a point of great concernment, 
becauſe the want of it will render your faith inef- 
fefual to Salvation and Holineſs. There is a 
feigned faith, that doth not really receive CHRIS 
into the heart, and will not produce love, or any 

true obedience, 1 Tim. i. 5. Such as this Simon 
Magus had, who notwithſtanding his believing was 
in the gall of bitterneſs, and in the bond of iniquity, 
Acts viii. 13, 23. Such thoſe Jews who believed on 
CHRIST had, to whom he would not commit him- 
ſelf, becauſe he knew the falſeneſs of their hearts, 
John ii. 23. And ſuch that of devils who alſo be- 
lizve and tremble, Jam. ii. 14, 19. Take heed, 
therefore, leſt you deceive your ſouls with a coun-. 
terfeit faith, inſtead of the precious faith of Gop's 
elect, Hypoctives may perform the ſame works 
for the matter, with true chriſtians ; but they are 
defective in the manner of Pero wherein 
the excellency of the work doth conſiſt. 

I confeſs that Go p only is able to guide us ef- 
© Eeually 3 in the right way of believing. And we 
have this great conſolation, that when we ſee our 
own folly and proneneſs to miſtake our way, that 
if we heartily deſire and endeavour to believe on 
CHRIST aright, we may confidently truſt on him 
to guide us. GoD hath promiſed, that the 
« way-faring men, though fools, ſhall not err in 
« the way of holineſs.” And that © he will teach- 
e ſinners in the way: the meek will he guide in 
judgment, the meek will he teach his way,” 
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P/al. xxv. £, 9. And he commandeth them that 
lack ſpiritual wiſdom, 10 aft it of God. in, faiths, no- 
e 5 inns Bi io again 

But then we are to know, that Gon guideth us, 
only according to the rule of his word; and we. 
muſt endeavour to learn the right way, of believing 
out of Gon's word. There is ſome falſe imagina- 
tion or other in ſinners, contrary to the truth of 
the. goſpel; which is a ſtrong- hold of Sin and Sa- 
tan, that muſt be pulled down, before they can 
receive CHRIST into their hearts by believing on 
him, 2 Cor. x. 4, 5. If they knew the grace and 
glory of CHRIS as he is diſcovered in the goſpel, 
and judged aright of the truth and excellency of it, 
they would not fail to put their truſt in him. And 
we are in great danger of entertaining ſuch fal/e 
imaginations, and to account many truths of the 
goſpel ſtrange paradoxes, yea fooliſh and pernici- 
ous, becauſe of our ignorance, ſelf-conceitedneſs, 
guilty conſciences, corrupt affections, and mani- 
fold errors wherewith our judgments are prepoſ- 
ſeſſed in the matters of Salvation, 1 Cor. ii. 14. 
And becauſe Satan laboureth to beguile us, as he 
did Eve, through his ſubtilty, to corrupt our minds 
from the ſimplicity of the goſpel of CHRIST, 2 Cor. 
xi. 3. I ſhall therefcr2 give you ſome particular in- 
ſtructions, that are of the greateſt moment to 
direct you aright to believe on CHRIST. 

1. Vou muſt believe aſſuredly, that you are a 
child of wrath by nature, even as others, Eph. ii. I-3, 
| fallen from Go p by the ſin of the firſt Adam; 

dead in treſpaſſes and ſins ; ſubject to the curſe of 

| the 
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the holy law of Gop [for the tranſgreſſions of it ;} 


and to the power of Satan, and the inſupportable 


miſeries of an endleſs ſtate. — That you cannot 


| poſſibly procure/reconciliation to Gop, and obtain 


Salvation by any good works of your own, as 
hath been ſhewn. — Nor find any way to eſcape 
out of this ſinful and miferable condition by your 
own reaſon and underſtanding ; without the reve- 
lation of the goſpel. — Nor - procure any ſpiritual 


life and ſtrength to do good works, but by his 


almighty power and grace, who raiſeth the dead. 

We muſt not be afraid, as ſome are, to know 
our own vileneſs and ſinfulneſs, neither muſt ws 
think ourſelves better than we are; but muſt be 
heartily defirous and glad to know the wor/? of 
our own condition; yea, even to be willing to 
believe that our hearts are fooliſh, deceitful, and 
wicked, beyond all that we can know or find out, 
Jer. xvii. 9.—Al this is neceſſary to beget in us 
true humiliation, ſelfædeſpair, and ſelf-loathing ; that 
we may highly efteem, and earneſtly ſeek the Sal- 
vation of ChRIST, as the one thing neceſſary. It 
maketh us ſick of ſin, and ſenſible of our need of 


the great Phyſician, and willing to be ordered ac- 


cording to his holy preſcriptions, whatever we ſuf- 
fer, rather than to follow our own wiſdom and 


will, and periſh, Matt. ix. 12, 13. It was for 


want of this true humiliation that the Scribes and 


Phariſees were not ſo forward to enter into the 
kingdom of heaven, as the Publicans and Harlots, 
Matt, xxi. 31. - a 
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36 5 for right belsving Ch. 2. 
2. You muſt believe with a full perſuaſton, ' that 
there is no way to be ſaved, without receiving all | 
the. ſuuing beneſtr of Chris; his Spirit, as well ag 
bis merits; ſanctifcation as well as remiſſion of 
ſins, by faith. Great multitudes of: people that 
live under the goſpel, harden their hearts in ſin, 
and ruin their fouls for ever, by truſting on 
Cuxlsæ for ſuch an imaginary Salvation, as con- 
ſiſteth not in holineſs, but only in forgiveneſs of 
ſin and deliverance from everlaſting damnation. 
They would be free from the puniſhments due to 
Jin; but they love their luſts ſo well, that they 
hate holineſs, and deſire not Salvation from the 
ſervice of ſin.— They would be ſaved by CHRIST, 
and yet out of CHRIST, in a fleſhly ſtate, The 
way to oppoſe this pernicious deluſion is, not to 
deny, as ſome do, that truſting on Carts r for 
Salvation is a ſaving act of faith; but rather to 
ſhew that none do or can truly truſt on CHRIST 
for Salvation, except they truſt on CHRIST for 
| Holineſs alſo: neither do they heartily deſire true 
Salvation, if they do not deſire to be made pure 
and righteous in their hearts and lives. — What 
a ſtrange kind of Salvation do they conceive of, 
who love not holineſs ! They would be ſaved and 
yet remain dead in ſin, aliens from the love and- 
life of Gop, deſtitute of the image of God, de- 
formed by the image of Satan; ſlaves and vaſlals 
to their own evil luſts, and utterly unfit for the 
enjoyment of Gop in- glory. They would have 
their ſins forgiven, not that they may walk with 
Gov in love and holineſs, but may practice their 
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iniquities without fear of puniſnment. But let 
them not be deceived, Go is not to be mocked 5 
ſuch a Salvation as that was never purchaſed by 
the blood of CnRIS H; and thoſe that: ſeek it 
abuſe, the grace of Go p in CHRIS, and turn it 
into laſciviouſneſs. If ever Gop and CHRIST 
give you Salvation, holineſs will be eſteemed a 
great part of it; true goſpel- faith maketh us come 
to CHRIST with a thirſty appetite and deſire after 
the living water of his ſanctifying Spirit, Jabn 
vii. 37, 38. And to cry out as earneſtly. to be 
ſaved from the dominion of /in, as from the puniſn- 
ment of bell, Pſal. li. x0.—cxliii. 10, Such as 
dream of any other kind of faving faith, under- 
ſtand not what true Salvation is, neither were 
they ever yet throughly ſenſible of their loſt eſtate, 
and of the great evil of fin: and their truſt in 
Cuxls r is no better than groſs preſumption... 

It is alfo the ruin of fouls, to ſeek only the re- 
miſſion of ſins by faith in CHRIST, and holineſs 
by our own endeavours, from a legal principle ; 
whereas we can never live to Gop in holineſs, 
except we be dead to the law, and live only: by 
CHRIST living. in us by faith, Rom. vii. 4—6; 
That faith which receiveth not holineſs as. well as 
remiſſion of ſins from CHRIST, will never ſanRify 
us; and therefore it will never bring us to;the 
| heavenly glory, Heb. xii. 14. as will be en 
ſhewn in the next Chapte. 

3. Labour to be fully convinced of the aaf. - 
feciency of Chriſt for the Salvation. of your ſelf, and of 
all that believe in him that his precious blood 
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cleinſeth from all fin, 1 John i 7. Though ort 
ſins be never ſo many, great and heinous, and 
continued in never ſo long, yet he is able to fave 
us to the very uttermoſt, Heb. vii. 25. To redeem 
us from all our iniquities, P/al. cxxx. 7, 8. and 
to mortify our corruptions, be they never fo 
ſtrong and prevailing. We find in ſcripture that 
moſt abominable perſons have been ſaved by him, 
ſuch as idolators, adulterers, effeminate, covetous, 
drunkards, extortioners, &c. 1 Cor, vi. 9, 10. 
Such as have ſinned againſt the light of nature, 
as the Heathen ; and the light of ſcripture, as the 
Jews: Such as have denied CHRIST, as Peter 
and perſecuted and blaſphemed him, as Paul. 
Many that have fallen into great ſins are ruined 
for ever, becauſe they do not account the grace 
of CHRIST ſufficient for their pardon and ſancti- 
fication. They think they are gone paſt all hope 
of recovery; that their ſins are upon them, and 
they pine away in them; how ſhall they then 
live? Ezek. xxxiii. 20.—Again, the devil fills ſome 
with horrid, filthy, and blaſphemous thoughts, 
on purpoſe that they may think their ſins a great 
to be forgiven ; though commonly ſuch thoughts 
are the leaſt of the ſins of thoſe that are peſtered 
withthem ; and are rather Satan's fins than theirs, 
becauſe they are hurried into them ſore againſt 
their wills. But if their hearts are ſomewhat 
polluted with them, CarisrT himſelf teſtifieth, 
« that all manner of fin and blaſphemy ſhall 
«© be forgiven; except the blaſphemy againſt the 
« Holy Ghoſt,” Matt. xii. 31. As for thoſe who 
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are guilty of blaſphemy. againiſt. the Holy Ghokt, - 
the reaſon why they are never forgiven is, not 


becauſe of any want of ſufficiency i in the blood of 
CarIsT,or in the pardoning mercy of Gop; 
but becauſe they never repent ſor deſire to repent] 
of that fin, and never ſeek to Gop for mercy 
through CHRIST, but: continue ob/tinate until 
death, Heb. vi. 5, 6. — So that the merits of 
CarisT's ſacrifice and interceſſion are ſufficient 
for all that ſeek unto him for mercy by believing. | 

There are others that deſpair of ever getting 
any victory over. their ſinful luſts, becauſe they 
have formerly made many vows and reſolutions, 
and have uſed many vigorous endeavours againſt 
them in vain, Such are to perſuade themſelves 
that the grace of CHRISTH is ſufficient . for them, 
when all other means have failed: as the wo- 
e man who had ſpent all her ſubſtance upon phy- 
„ ſicians, and was nothing better, but worſe, 
„ perſuaded herſelf that if ſhe could but touch 
« the hem of CarisT's garment, ſhe ſhould be 
made whole,” Mark v.'25—28. 

Thoſe that deſpair by reaſon of the greatneſs of 
their guilt and corruption, do greatly diſhonour 
the infinite grace and mercy of Go p, and the 
infinite merits of CRRIST's blood, and power of 
his Spirit, and deſerve to periſh with Cain and 
Judas. Abundance of people that give up them- 
ſelves to all wickedneſs in this evil generation, 
lie under ſecret deſpair; which maketh them fo 
deſperate in ſwearing, drunkenneſs, uncleanneſs, 
and all wickedneſs.-How numerous and heinous 
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they receive it by believing in CHRIST. 
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ſoever our ſins and corruptions have 8 
ſhould learn to account them as ſmall in compariſon 
of the grace of CHRIST, who is God over all, 
Bleſſed for ever; and by the eternal Spirit offered 
himſelf, as a ſacrifice of an infinite value, for our 
Salvation; and can create us ane w as r as he 
formed the world by a word ſpeaking. 111 
4. Lou are to be fully perſuaded of the. Fo 
of the general free promiſe in your: own particular 
caſe. That if you ſincerely. believe on CHRIST, 
you ſhall. be ſaved, as well as any other; for the 
promife is univerſal, without exception; whoſo- 
ever believeth on him, Hall not be aſhamed, Rom. ix. 
33. And if Gop exclude you not, you muſt not 
exclude yourſelves ; but rather be fully aſſured, 
howſoever vile, wicked, and unworthy: you be, 
yet if you come to CHRIST, {in the humble ſenſe 
of your guilt and unworthineſs] you ſhall be ac- 
cepted, as well as any other in the world, —This 
is that which hinders many broken, wounded ſpi- 
rits from coming to the great Phyſician, when 
they are convinced of the abominable evil of their 
hearts and lives, that they are deſtitute of the love 
and image of God ; they think it is in vain for 
fuch as they to truſt on CHRIST for Salvation; 
and that CHRIS T will never fave ſuch as they are. 
Why fo ? they can but be 4% creatures at worſt z 
and ff CunR1sT came to ſeek and to fave thoſe 
« that are loſt.” If they who are dead in fin 
cannot be ſaved, then all muſt deſpair and pe- 
riſh ; for none can have any ſpiritual life, until 


Some 
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Some think. they ate wor ſe than any others; 
and that none have ſuch wicked hearts as they; 
and though others be accepted, yet they ſhall be 
rejected. But they ſhould know, that Cnkrer 
came to ſave the chief of fonners, 1 Tim. i. 15. and 
and that the deſign of Go is, to/ſhew the ex- 
ceeding riches of his grace in our Salvation, "Eph; 
ii. 7. which is moſt glorified in pardoning the 
greateſt ſinners. And it is but our ignorance to 
think ourſelves: like nobody; for all others, as 
well as we, are naturally dead in treſpaſſes and 
ſins; and have carnal minds full of enmity to 
| Gop and his holy law, Nom. viii. 7. and every 

imagination of the thoughts of their heart is only 
evil, and continually ſo, [until renewed by grace] 
Gen. vi. 5 though all do not alike nn forth in 
open, actual ſins. 

Others think that they have out-fayed their time 

and day of grace; and therefore now they ſhall 
find no place for repentance, though they ſhould 
ſeek it carefully. with tears, Feb. xii. 17. But, 
„ behold now is the accepted time; ow is the 
% day of Salvation,” 2 Cor. vi. 2. even as long as 
God calleth upon you by the goſpel. And al- 
though Eſau was rejected, who ſought rather the 
earthly than the ſpiritual bleſſings of the cove- 
nant ; yet they ſhall not be rejected that ſeek the 
enjoyment of CHRIST, and his Salvation, as 
their chief happineſs, Jobn vi. 37. 5 

5. You are to believe aſſuredly that it is the 
. will of God that you ſhould believe in CHRIST, 
and have eternal life and ſalvation by him, as 
well as any others; and that your believing is a 


duty 
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. to Gon; a de he will 
help you by his grace, as well as any other in this 
| work, becauſe he calleth and commandeth you, by 
; the: goſpel, to believe in CHRIST, Hai. lv. 110. 
1 John iii. 23. This maketh us to ſet chearfully 
upon the work of believing; as when JESUS 
commanded the blind man to be called, that he 
might heal him, they ſaid unto him, „Be of 
“ good comfort, riſe, he calleth thee,” dark x. 
49. We are not here to meddle with Go p's 
ſecret of predeſtination, or the purpoſe of his will 


to give the grace of faith to ſome rather than 


others; but only with his revealed will, in his 
_ gracious invitations and commands, by which we 
are required to believe on CHRIST. This will 
of Gon is confirmed by his oath, * As I live, 
«« faith the Lord Gop, I have no pleaſure in the 
% death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn 
4 from his way, and live. Turn ye, turn ye 
« from your evil ways; for why will ye die, O 
«© houſe of Iſrael? Ezek. xxxiii. 11. And the 
Apoſtle teſtifieth, that Gop will have all men to be 
ſaved, 1 Tim. ii. 4. So that you are to reject and 
abandon all n that are * to _ 
perſuaſion. 

What if ere be ſaved? thy Salvation wall. not 
make the number too great; for few will mn 
you in the way of humble believing. | 

What if the wrath of God be revealed from hens 
ven againſt thee, in many awful judgments, [upon 
thy mind, body, family, or eſtate ;] and the word 
of Gop and thine own conſcience condemn thee 3 


and 


„ LS 
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and CHRIsT ſeems to treat thee no better than a 
dog, [an outcaſt} as hè did the woman of Canaan, 
Matt, xv. 26. Thou art to make a good interpre- 
tation of all theſe things, that the deſign of them 
is to drive thee to CHRIS; as this was the end 


of the curſes of the law, and all the terrible diſ- 


penſations of them, Rom. x. 4. — The moſt pe- 


remptory denunciations of divine vengeance a- 


gainſt us, while we are in this world, muſt be 
always underſtood with a ſecret reſerve of Salva- 
tion for us, upon our ſincere faith and repent- 
ance: and we are to account that the reaſon why 
Go p doth ſo terribly denounce his judgments 
againſt us by his word, is, that we may eſcape 
them, by Aying to his free mercy in CHRIST 
JESUS, | 

Take heed, 3 of harbouring any 
thoughts, that Go hath abſolutely decreed to 
ſhew no ſaving mercy to you — or that you have 
committed the unpardonable fin — or that it is in 
vain for you to attempt the work of believing, 
becauſe Go D will not help you in it. If ſuch 
thoughts prevail in your hearts they will do you 
more hurt than all the blaſphemous thoughts that 


diſtreſs you, or than any of the groſſeſt abomina= 


tions that ever you committed; becauſe they ob- 


ſtruct your believing in CHRIST for Salvation. 


« The Spirit and the Bride ſay, Come. And 


c whoſoever will, ſaith CHRIST, let him come, 
and take of the water of life freely,” Rev. xxii. 


17. Therefore we are to abandon all thoughts 
that hinder our coming to CHRIST, as very ſinful 
- | — 
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and pernicious ; ariſing in us from our own igno- 


rance and corruptions, and Satan's deluſions; and 


utterly oppoſite to the mind of en and the 
teachings of his Spirit. Lodtildbe 

6. Add to all theſe a full berufen of the intom- 
Wert; glorious excellency of \Chrift ; and of the way 
of Salvation by him. You are to eſteem the enjoy- 
ment of CHRIST as the only Salvation and true 
Happineſs; and ſuch an happineſs as hath in it un- 
ſearchable riches of glory; and will make our cup 


to run over with exceeding abundance of peace, 


and joy, and glory, for ever.— We muſt account 


all things but loſs, for the excellency of the know- 


ledge of CHRIST JES us our Lord, Phil. iii. 8. 
Such a perſuaſion as this will mightily allure and 
incline your wills and affections to chooſe and em- 
brace CHRIsT as the chief good, and never to 
reſt ſatisfied without the enjoyment of him: and 
to reje& every thing that ſtands in competition 
with him, or his favour. CHRISTH is precious in 
the eyes of all true believers, 1 Pet. ii. 7. their 
high eſteem of his incomparable preciouſneſs and 
excellency, induceth them to ſell all, for part 


with all] that they may poſſeſs this pearl of great 


price, Matt. xiii. 46. Becauſe his name is as 
<< ointment poured forth; therefore do the vir- 
4e gins love him,” Cant. i. 3. This maketh 
them to ſay, „Lord, to whom ſhall we go? 
Thou haſt the words of eternal life, John vi. 


.68. 


The Devil, who is the god of this world, 
knows how neceſtary it is for our Salvation, to 


diſcern 
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aeen the gbory: and excelleney of CHRIS f; and 
therefore, where the goſpel is preached he maketh | 
it his great work to eelipſe the glory of CHRIST, 
publiſhed in the miniſtry; and to blind the minds 
of the people, „ left the light of the glorious 
e goſpel of CHRIST ſhould ſhine unto them.“ 
2 Cor. iv. . [ Pray earneſtly then, © that the 
« Gop of our Lord JESUS CHRIST, the Father 
& of glory, may give you the Spirit of wiſdom 

and. revelation. in the knowledge of him: that 
« you may know alſo what is the hope of his 
e calling, and what the riches of the glory of his 
<« inheritance in the ſaints, &c.” Epheſ. i. 17, 18. 
chap. iii. 8—19.]— One that is convinced of the 
truth of the goſpel, may yet be averſe to the em- 
bracing, of it, until he ſee alſo the goodneſs of it, 
that CHRIST is altogether lovely and excellent. 
7. Avoid all delay in, the performance of this 
great work of believing in Cbriſt; being fully aſ- 
ſured that until you receive CHñRISTH Jesvs the 
Lord by faith, you continue under the power of Sin 
and Satan, and under the wrath of Gon; and 
that there is nothing between hell and you, be- 
ſides thè breath of your noſtrils. The man- ſlayer 
muſt fly with all haſte to the city of refuge; leſt 
the avenger of blood purſue him, and flay him, 
Deut. xix. 5, 6. We ſhould make haſte and not 
delay to keep Go p's righteous commandments, 
P/al. exix 60. and fly for refuge to the hope ſet 
before us, Heb. vi. 18. We thus by faith lay 
hold on the Salvation of CHRIST, without which 
=” impoſſible to pleaſe G o p in other duties. 


When 


5 
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When Satan cannot prevail with people wholly 
to reject the duty of believing, his next attempt 
for the ruin of their ſouls, is to prevail with them, 
at leaſt, to delay and ſhift eff the performance of it 
from time to time, by ſeveral falſe reaſonings and 
imaginations which he infuſeth into their minds. 

The ignorant and ſenſual are eaſily prevailed: 
with to. defer this duty, until they are no longer 
able to purſue this world, and are ſummoned to- 
prepare for another by infirmities, age, and fick- 
neſs ; in the fooliſh expectation, that a large time, 
land fitter ſeaſon} for repentance will: be granted 
unto them before they die. But ſuch delays ſhew,, 
that they are really unwilling to repent and believe, 
until they are forced by neceſſity: and that they 
prefer their ſinful luſts and worldly 2 
above Gop, and CHRIST, and their own ſouls! 
Fhus they unfit themſelves more and more for 
this great duty, by their cuſtomary walking in fin, 
and by miſpending the precious time of their 
health and ſtrength, which is moſt meet for the 
performance of this great work; and highly pro- 
voke Gop never to give them time or grace to re- 
pent hereafter. 

Others imagine that they may lawfully defer 
the duty of believing until they have more exa- 
mined the certainty of divine revelation; or until 
Govp afford them ſome other means to aſſure 
them more fully of the truth of the goſpel.— 
Thus they who are called /cehers miſpend the day 
of grace, ever learning, but never coming to the 
knowledge of the truth, 2 Tim. iii 7. But the goſ- 
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pel of CHRIST doth ſhine: forth. with ſuch clear 
evidence, that if people do not wilfully ſhut. their 
eyes, or blind themſelves by their own pride and 
fenſual luſts, they would eaſily perceive that it is 
the truth of Gow, becauſe his infinite perfections 
of mercy, wiſdom, and holineſs are manifeſtly 
engraven upon it. If men were humble, and ſin- 
cerely obedient, they would know whether the 
doctrine be of Go p or no, John vii. 17. they 


would quickly be perſuaded of the truth of the 


ſcriptures; and if they will not now believe and 
regard them, neither would they be perſuaded 
though miracles ſhould be wrought to confirm the 
truth of them, Luke xiv. 23. 
Another ſort of people there are, that delay the 
great work of believing, to the ruin of their ſouls, 
fatisfying themſelves with an attendance upon the 
outward means of grace and ſalvation, without re- 
ceiving CHR ISH JEsvs into their hearts by faith. 


This they call waiting upon Gop, and ſitting 


under the droppings of the ſanctuary; but let 
them know, that this is not the right waiting 


upon Gop required in his word. It is rather diſ- 


obedience to Gop, and the means of his appoint- 
ment, who requires that we ſhould be doers of the 
word, and not Hearers only, deceiving ourſelves, 

Jain 42 | 
Doſt thou wait for any manifeſtations of Gop's 
faving love to thy foul? then the way to obtain 
it is to believe; * that the Gop of hope may fill 
<< thee with all joy and peace in believing,” Rom. 
XV, 13 Thou haſt ſufficient manifeſtation of 
Gop' 8 
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God's love to thy ſoul, by his free promiſes of 
life and ſalvation by CHRIS＋ [to every repenting, 
returning ſinne:]. Do but truſt on the Name of 
the Lord, and ſtay upon thy Gop, when thou 
walkeſt in darkneſs, and ſeeſt no light of ſenſible 
comforts any other way ; otherwiſe thou waiteſt 
for comfort in vain, and canſt expect no other 
from the Lord's hand, than that thou ſhouldſt lie 
down in ſorrow, Iſai. 1. 10, 11. - 

Doſt thou wait for any qualifications to | prepay | 
thee for the work of believing ? If they be good 
and holy qualifications, thou canſt not have them 
before faith ; for they are either included in the 
nature of faith, or they are the fruits of it; as 
hath been n before. Some fooliſhly wait to 
be more terrified with a ſenſe of Gop's wrath, and 
deſpairing thoughts; which they call the pangs 
of the new- birth, though, in their own nature, 
they are rather the pangs of the ſpiritual death, 
and produce hatred to Gop rather than love and 
holineſs. It is true, Gop cauſeth this ſtate of bon- 
dage and fear to work for good to them that are 
delivered from it by faith in CHRIST ; as they are 
moved thereby to hate fin, and to prize CHRIST 
the more, and the bleflings of his goſpel, and to 
loath and abhor themſelves ; [but they are not to 
be choſen for their own ſakes, neither are we to 
limit God as to the time or degree of them; or 
as if he could not ſave men without them} ſince 
many have been brought to CHRIST without any 
conſiderable degree of them, by Go p's giving 
them the knowledge of their own fins and of 

CHRIST'S 
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CurisT's Salvation together. As hath alſo been 
ſhewn before, chap. 2. dir. 2; | "4 

Thus I have ſet before you the nature of that 
faith, whereby CHrisT, his Spirit, and all his 


_ faving benefits, as revealed and freely promiſed-to 


us in the goſpel, are received into the ſoul. - The 
ſum of which is, you are to believe in CHRIS 


as alone ſufficient and all-ſufficient for your happi- 
neſs and ſalvation; deſpairing altogether of at- 


taining happineſs by your own wiſdom, ſtrength, 


works of righteouſneſs, or any fleſhly, worldly 


confidences whatſoever. We muſt be as dead 
people to all other confidences, and account them 


to be loſs for CHRIST, Phil. iii. 3 —- 8. We 
muſt not be grieved that we have nothing to truſt 
upon beſides CHRIsT for our Salvation; but ra- 
ther, we are to rejoice that we need nothing elſe; 
and that we have a ſure foundation to rely upon in 
Him, incomparably better than can be imagined. 

We muſt reſolve to caſt the burden of our ſouls 
wholly on CHRIST, and to ſeek Salvation ns other 
way, whatſoever becomes of us. If we do, CHRIS 


will profit us nothing, Gal. v. 2. He will be 4 


in all for our Salvation, or nothing, Col. iii. 11. 
You are alſo to receive CHRIST merely as the 

free gift of GoD to the chief of ſinners. You 

muſt come to Him as a loſt ſinner, an ungodly 


creature, truſting on him that zu/{1fieth the ungodly, 


Rom. iv. 5. ſeeking his Salvation without mo- 
ney, or without any price whatſoever, Jai. lv. 2. 


Look not on your own faith, or love, or any. 


good qualifications in yourſelves, as the ground 


"-- 


70 Directions for right believing Ch. 1. 
of your truſting in CHRIST, but only to the free 
grace and loving-kindneſs of Gop in CHRIST, 
Rom. v. 20, 21. chap. vi. 23. For if you make 
your faith, love or obedience, to be your firſt and 
principal foundation, and you build CHRIST 
upon them, inſtead of building all upon CHRIST, 
you deſtroy the order of the goſpel, and CHRIST 
will profit you nothing. 

Another thing to be obſerved diligently i is, chat 


you muſt come to CHRIS TH for a new and holy 


Heart and life, and all ſpiritual wiſdom and ſtrength 
neceſſary thereunto, as well as for deliverance from 
the wrath of GoD and the torments of hell.— 
You muſt alſo come to him with ardent deſires 
after him; and eſteem him better than all worldly 
gains or pleaſures, and the only excellent por- 
tion ; loathing and abhorring yourſelf as a vile, 
ſinful, and miſerable creature; and accounting 
all things but dung in compariſon of his exce]- 
lency; that you may be able to ſay from your 
very heart, Whom have I in heaven but thee? 
e and there is none upon earth that I defire be- 
& ſides thee,” or in compariſon with thee, P/al. 
Ixxiii. 25.—And all this muſt be done preſently, 
without delay; looking diligently, leſt by ſtoth, 
negligence, or any criminal delay, you ſhould 
fail of the grace of Gop, and come ſhort of the 
glory of heaven, Heb. xii. 15. 

34, Having begun this work, and life of faith, 
we muſt continue and increaſe in it unto our lives 
end, We muſt not think that when we have 
once attained the grace of ſaving faith, and are 

| begotten 
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begotten anew in CHRIST JESUs, our names are 


up in heayen, and we may be negligent and care- 


leſs : but, as long as we remain in this life, we 


muſt endeavour to © continue in the faith, 
« grounded and ſettled, and not moved away 
ce from the hope of the goſpel,” Coloſ. i. 23. and 


<« to hold the beginning of our confidence, and 


<« the rejoicing of hope, ſtedfaſt unto the end, 


„ Feb. iii, 6, 14. and to build up ourſelves in 


our moſt holy faith ; abounding therein with 
„“ thanksgiving,” Fude 20. 
Though we receive CHRIST and his Salvation 


| freely through faith; yet we are but babes in 


CnrisT, 1 Cor. iii. 1. and we muſt not account 
that we have already attained, or are already per- 
fect, Phil. iii. 12, 13. but we muſt ſtrive to be 
more rooted and built up in him, until we come 
to a perfect man; unto the meaſure of the fature of 
the fulneſs of Chriſt, Eph. iv. 13. If the new na- 
ture be really in us by regeneration, it will have 


a propenſity to its own continuance and increaſe, 


as the new-born babe, 1 Pet. 1i. 2,—We are not 
only to receive CHRIS JESUS, and a new, holy 


nature by faith in him, but alſo to /ve and walk 


by it. — To reſiſt the devil, and all his fiery darts 
by it.— And alſo to grow in grace and perfect ho- 
lineſs in the fear of Go p. As all our chriſtian 
warfare is the good fight of faith, 1 Tim. vi. 12. 
ſo all ſpiritual life, peace, and holineſs continue, 


grow, or decay in us, according as Faith conti- 


nueth, groweth, or decayeth, in vigour, Faith 
is like the hand of Me ofes ; while it is held up, 
Tfrael 
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72 Directions for right believing Ch. 2. 
Ifrael prevails; when 2 is let down, Amalek pre- 
vails, Exod. xvii. 11. It is by faith we ſtand, 
Heb. x. 38. and through faith we are kept by th 
power of Gop unto Salvation, 1 Per. i. 5. is 
continuance and growth in faith will require our 
labour and induſtry, as well as the beginning; 
though we are to aſcribe the glory of all to the 
grace of Gop in ChRISTH JEsus, who is the 
finiſher as well as the author of it, Heb. xii. 2. 
The way to the heavenly Canaan lieth through 
the thorny wilderneſs of this world; and the wiſ- 
dom and goodneſs of Gop fo ordereth it, that 
we ſhall be exerciſed with the ſharpeſt diſpenſa- 
tions of providence, and the fierceſt aſſaults of 
our own corruptions, and Satan's temptations, 
after we have grace given us to ſtand in the. evil 
day. + You muſt therefore endeavour to continue 
and go on in the ſame right way of believing in 
CHRIST as you have begun; that your faith may 
be of the ſame nature, though it increaſe in de. 
grees : for our faith in this life is imperfect,” and 
Joined with much unbelief; and we have need 
ſtill to pray, Lord, I believe; help thou mine unbe- 
lief, Mark ix. 24. And therefore we have need 
to ſtrive for more faith, that we may receive 
Cari1sT [and enjoy his benefits] in greater per- 
fection. But take heed of changing the nature of 
your faith, from truſting on the grace and righ- 
teouſneſs of CHRIST, to truſting on your own 
works, according to the Popiſh doctrine, That 
our firſt Juſtification is by grace and faith only, 
* but our ſecond Juſtification is alſo by works.” 
| Beware 


righteouſneſs, inſtead of cfuſting on Cukrsr by 
faith. 


fort and happineſs; as it certainly will where it 


II you do not find that your believing in ſuch a 


 CHrIsT, and holineſs, and your diligence and 


* fieth the ungodly; and came to ſeek and to 


„ he flay me, yet will I truſt in him; but I wel | 


A 
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Beware alſo of truſting « on faith itſelf as a work of 


If you find y your faith doth produce good words 
ſto Go p's glory, and your own and others com- 


is true and' genuine] let it encourage you, to 
greater confidence in CnRIST, through his grace. 


right manner as hath been deſcribed, doth pro- 
duce the. fruits of holineſs. in ſuch a degree as you 
deſire, yet difniniſh not, but rather labour to in- 

creaſe your faith and hope in CurisT ; knowing | 
that the weakneſs of your faith binders its fruit- 
fulneſs; .and the more your faith in CHrist 
aboundeth, the more your love to Gop and 


zeal in his ſervice, will increaſe alſo. — If a cloud 
be caſt over all your inward qualifications, and 
good diſpoſitions, ſo that you can ſee no grace at all 
in yourſelyes; yet, till truſt on him © that juſti- 


<<: fave them that are loſt.” — If Gon ſeemeth to 
deal with you as an enemy, by bringing on you 
manifold and heavy afflictions, as he did upon 
Job; beware of condemning your faith and its 
fruits, as if they were not good and acceptable i in 
bis fight, but rather ſay with him, „ Though 


„ maintain mine integrity before him,“ 705 xiii. 
15.—Vea, if you. fall into any groſs ſin after the 
work of grace is 15 in you, as David and 

Peter 


2% . Direttios for Sew. believi 0 K 
5 Peter e did, [which God forbid} think x not chat you 
mu caſt away your confidence, in Cuntar,. A 


expect nothing but wrath and condemnation rom 
God, and that you muſt. refuſe to be comforted 
by the grace of | HRIST, upon your ſincere re- 


pentance; for thus would you become more 


: weak, and expoſed to temptations ; ; but rather 


ſeek more earneſtly to him who is our adyo- 
& cate with the Father, Jzs vs Cu RI $ 7 the 


. righteous; who alſo is the propitiation for our 
| 7 fins, 25 1 Jobn i ii. I, 2. Peter might have been 


ruined for ever by denying CaRIsT, as Judas was 
by betraying him, if Peter's faith, had not. ſup- 


5 ported him, through the prayer of a Far | 


xxii. 31, 32. 

Let not the guilt of fin ſtay at any time upon 
your conſcience, but waſh it away with all ſpeed, 
in the precious fountain of Cnxism's blood, 


which is opened for us, that it may be read 
aur cleanſing and comfort on all ſuch incident 


occaſions, Zech. xiii, 1. that ſo you may be hum- 
bled for your fins i in a goſpel- way, and may hate 
your own ſinfulneſs, and be ſorry, for it with a 
ly ſorrow, out of love to Gop and ChRIGT. 

F — Strive to keep and to increaſe faith by 
the conflant exerciſe of it, ſas all habits grow mare 
confirmed by uſing]; and by truſting on Gon to 
keep and increaſe it in you. (That you may be 
able to ſay, * The life I live in the fleſb, I Jive 
* by the faith of the Son of Gop; who loved 
« me, and gave himſelf for me,” Gal ii. 20. 


In ſo doing you may be confident, that be wha 
hath 


— 


Dit 3. en 15 Son of Gop for Salvation, | 7 5 


Bath begiln a "ghd ark in ous wilt perform it nul 
the day's fr Feſus Chriſt, pf. 16. 0 un 
4 11 


5 n 1 way e of bellebidge betßte 


: egen 5D. muſt draw near to Gov with 


full aſuruncb of faith); thiſtitig, on CHRIST cohfi- 


dently for your own } arficuliy Salvation, Accord. 
the 10 che promiſes f the golpel, "that "whoſoever 
Reap a on 5 Hall not be aſhamed, Heb. *. 22. 
Rom. ix. 33. and checking yourſelf for alf doubt- 


ings, fears, or STO, concerning 1 own 
Salvation” by Cnkisr, Pſal. xliti. It. 


this doarine of affurance t ere are m many Ae. 


ties; ſome think: it needlefs and others think it 


pern ce. ins 20 i DB 0 "MET 


Some preachers will adviſe men 85 to he w. 


ance of Salvation), but \rathiez- that they 
exerciſe themſelves diligently in the Pertha 
of their duty, and they tell them that in ſo doi 


licitous of he aſty i in ſeeking for comfort, lor aff | 89615 


their condition will be fafe and happy at laſt; 
though they never en joy any 7 comfortable « a "Ih 


of their Salvation as long fo they live n this 
world. ,—Ohiers, = finding that many preclous faints 


of Go are frequently uudüdleg vith doubtihes 


whether they ſhalt be el. and whether their 
faith and obedience be fltichre: ſo that they can- 
not ſee the grounds of affurance in themſelves; 
therefore they conclude that the doctrin- 4 r- 
ance muſt not be too much inſiſted on; leſt we 
ſhould make the hearts of doubting Ekriſtians 
ſad, and trad them to deſpair. —And i ſome object 
* this WO of Salvation, thin nking that it 


E 2 deſtroyeth 
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deſtroy eth ſelf-examination : —bringeth, forth the 
evil fruits of pride and arrogancy, as if they knew 
their places in, heaven already, before the day of 
judgment ; — cauſeth careleſsneſs of duty, ſinful N 
ſecurity, and all licentiouſneſs. And this mak 
eth them commend doubtfulneſs of our Salvation, 
a neceſſary to maintain in us humility, ſpixitual 


watchfulneſs, much ſearching and trying our ſtate 


and ways, ane in 00d works, and all de- 

votion. 5 
Againſt all thoſe contrary imaginations, 1 ſhall 

ee. to maintain this ancient, proteſtant 


doctrine of ¶urance, by ſhewing that ſome de- 


gree of it is included in the very nature of ſaving 


Faith; — that there is no enjoying the comforts of, the 


geſpel, or fulfilling the duties of it, wi ithout it.— 
And that the rejection or denial of it is attended 
with many pernicious effeftts. 

Previous to which, that this doctrine may be 
eleared from all reaſonable objections, or ill uſe 
of licentiouſneſs, I would premiſe, _ 1917 

1. That the aſſurance, directed to, is not A 
perſuaſion that we have already received Cunlsr 
and his Salvation, or are already brought into a 
ſtate of grace, (much leſs, that ſaving faith itſelf 
conſiſts i in this perſuaſion, that I am juſtified, that 
Chriſi is mine, that God loveth me, &c. as ſome 
have vainly imagined] but only, that God in his 
infinite mercy is pleaſed to make the free offer of 
CHuR1sT and his Salvation, to every. ſenſible, 
returning ſinner; and that when I 4% receive 


CHRIST Ixsus the Lord for pardon, holineſs, 
| and 
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and all ſalvation [as Jam commanded to do] it then 
becometh ine fo that this dołtrĩne dothi not at all 
tend to breed preſumption i in wicked afid unrege⸗ 
nerate men, that their ſtate is already gobd; büt 
only encourageth them to come to CHRIST with 
confidence [in the way of pdntans! ahd faith] for 
a good ſtate. — Nor is it intended t ſet aſide the uſe 
and neceſſity of /elf- examination, whereby to find out 
the certainty and ſincerity of our faith and obedi- 
ence, in order to ſtrengthen our aſſurance of being 
in a ſtate of grace and ſalvation.— Neither doth it 
deny that many good chriſtians are without it; and 
ſubje& to many doubts that are contrary to it; ſo 
that they may not know, at all times, that it all 
go well with them in the day of judgment; and that 
it may be ſometimes intermitted, if not wholly 
Joſt for a ſeaſon, * after it is obtaitied; BOY YEOY ee 
2. This aſſurance is not a perſuaſion of our 
Salvation whatever wot do, or Hoturber we live and 
wall; but only in a limited way, throtgh the free 
grace of Gop in CHRIST, by walking i thi way 
of faĩth and holineſs to the enſdyment of the glo 
of GOD. 'Welſhall not Nearelly'defite or endeas 
your to àſſure 6urſelves of ſuch a Salvation as this, 
if we be not brought firſt to ſee our bn 1 finfubneſs 
and miſery, and ts deſpair of our own +ighteouſneſs 
and frength z and to hunger and thirſt for the 
ſanttifying as well as juftifying grace of & o in 
CHRIST ;' that. ſo we may walk in the ways of 
holineſs to the poſſeſſion of the heavenly glory, 
The faith whereby we receive ChxIST for Sal- 
vation muſt have theſe and the like good qualifi- 
5 E 8 cations; 
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licentiouſneſs, ſhew, plyjn y.that they know mot 
they, are held to all their,obedience.bylavide-feats 
1B, —Furthermore, this comfortable per/ug/in. af 


28 . Direftions for right beliyving Oh. . 
cations: and certainly an aſſurance thus qualified, 
will not beget any pride in us, hut rather humilit7 
and ſelflothing; except any ſhould account it 

pride to rejoĩce and glory in Cuxisr, when we 
have no confidence, in ourſelves, Phil. iii. 3. 57 It 
will not deſtroy reli igious fear, and produce ſinful 
ſecurity, ſloth, and licentiouſneſs; but will. rather 
make us fear going aſtray from Cnr IS T. our 
only refuge and ſecurity, Fabn vi. 68, 69. and 
mightily allure, and. excite us to, be fledfaſi, uur 
moveable, and always abounding.i in the awark of, the 
Lord, Foraſmuch as We: KNOW. that. our. labour l 
not be in vain in the Lord, I. Cor. xy. 58. They 
that beliexe this falſe ſuggeſtion of Satan, that the 
Chriſtian's aſſurance, of Salvation is fooliſh. pre- 
ſumption, and tendeth to ſinful, careleſsneſs and 


yet what it is, to ſerve Gop..in 


love; and that 
inſtead of filial reverence, and 


affeQion, I Jeb iu. 


our juſtj and future happineß, wien l 
faving privilages, cannot tend to lippntioulacly, ws 
it is only given in the way of vnign with C, 
and adoption through bim, aud ie inſeparably 


joined -with the, gift of ſanQi by his Spirit: 
ſo that we cannot have Juſtification, or any other 


favipg privilege in Cunasr, except we receive 


Cux ler bimſelf and bis holineſs, ag wel 28 any 


Mex, benefit; as the teſtiſieth that 
ae $99 v6 condemastion to chem vhõ are. in 
15 tr” 5 S419 (53:8 93251 $5 CHRIST 
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« Onxtsr JES, Who walk not after enn 
4 but after the Spirit, Rom viii. 1, 11 
3. We are not to think {v highly of this aur 
ance, as if it were inconſiſtent with an) doubtingy 
it the ſame foul. Frue indeed, the nature of 
this affarance is contrary to doubting, and if it 
were perfect, it would wholly defrey it. But is 
there not fleſh as well as fpirit in the beſt ſaints 
on earth? Gal. v. 17. May not one chat ſayeth 


truly, Lord, I believe, ſay alſo, help thou mine un- 


belief? Mark ix. 24. Can any on earth ſay, they 
have received any grace in the higheft degree, 
and are wholly free from the contrary corruption ? 
Why then ſhould we think that affurance cannot 
be true, except it be perftr, and free the foul 
from all doubtings? The Apoſtle bleſſeth Gon 


The/alonians, that they had muth affitrance ; 
Intimiting,'that there might be ſome true affarance 
1e lch Agne, I DV i. 3. It is range if the 
Aſh land the'devil THould never oppoſe a true at- 
ſurarice, ard aſſault it with doubtings. A true 
believer may, at ſome times, be fo overwhelmed 
with doubts and fears, that inſtead of 


his place in heaven already (as fome fooflingly | 


objekt), the will ſay that he bath no affutane of 


deing there at all, and nerdech diligent ſeen- 
quiry to find ir. Gat. Fet, if he can at what time 


blame his ſoul for doubting, Ny art thou cus 
down, O my ſoul? Why art thou TED 


we? hope thou in God for 1 ſhall yet praiſe him, Rc 


Pſal. xlii. 11. If he can condi 


n His fears 45 ff 


I ful, * with bimſelf, This is my infirmity, Pal. 


E 4 Ixxvii. 


* Direatens for ns, 


Iaaxvii., 10. and doth, ſtill endeavour. co, call upon 
Gop as his Father, and reſt in him as his poctionʒ 
ſuch an one hath ſome true aſſurances. though he 
muſt ſtrive. to grow vg do a higher degree. Fay is 
If ghoſe things which. I have here premiſeꝗ gon: 
cerning aſſurance were well conſidered, this com: 
 fortable doctrine, would be much reed from ꝓre - 


judice,. and gain more eſteem amor an 
1 ſhall proceed A e 


Firht, That ſome affurance. of r IS im- 
plied i in the very nature of that faith whereby awe 
receive CHRIS Y and all his faving.benefits, inte 
our hearts, . be ſcriptural deſcriptions. of believ- 
ing on Cnnisr are truſting, ręſting, eig. flay 
ing ourſelves on CHRIST, or GOD through 
CHsisT,, for our Salvation; which, as they are 
the proper 3 acts of faith, are opp E 
Rom. i 1. 20. ,Wwanering,, Heb. 4 | 
Matt. xiv. 31. fear, Mark v. 36.——Believing on 
Ennlsr for Salvation, as freely vPramiſed. tpve 
muſt needs include a; de 6 CHRIST 
with a perſuaſion that Salvation ſhall be freely given, 
as it is freely promiſed to us; if it doth not in ſoms 
degree exclude doubting and ſuſpence, it is nat 
worthy to be called faith. — Nhe language of true 
faith is, I truſted in thee, O Lord; I. ſaid thou 
<< art my Gop,. Pſal. xxxi. 14. The Lord, is 

my rock, my fortreſs, and my deliverer; my 

« Gop, my ftrength, in whom I will, truſt, 

« Pſal. xviii 2. Behold, Go v is my Salvation. 
I will truſt, and not be afraid, Iſai. xii, 2.0 
2 N ſoul, . thou in Gon, for I Men e | 
1 4 pPlaiſe 


* . WhO ig the heslen of my coumte- 
c nanet and my GD al. Klit. T.“ You ew 
but little regarũ to CHE, and t6your own foul,” 
if you dere t0 reſt eittritbdy under the wrath'sF 
Gop;* wirhout the=perſualion's a furs intereſt in 
cn: e airravoy/ 7100 IIS 28; 5 
People may pleaſe theiiſelves with ſuch a 
ral kind of faith," when they are in Heal! 115 
eaſe ; but in the time of temptation and diſtreſs, 
in the hour of death, and at the day of judgment, 
it vaniſheth away, and appeareth to be no true 
fach, But elf felüfon . E 
IF it be! 6bjected dar we may truſt « on CRI E | 
as ſuſficjeht means of Salbation, withbt at 12 | 
ſurance of the effect. I ſhall acknobrfedge That 
the ſufficiency of Go D and CnRIST i is 4 Loot 
ground for us to reſt on; but we muſt 1 underftat 
by it, not only y ſufficiericy of power, but alf 
pod; wil Jo towards us: for what havs 
we to do more with'the' ſufficiency of GUY and = 
Carr's power that fallen Angels, without ti 
good4will towards" us? and if this be tHaly be⸗ 
lieved it —— doubtfulneſs Edhcernfri mug gur 
Salvation. h „n eee eee e e | 
The fcriptures ſhew; chat the Tame fait where 
by we draw: nigh to Gob and whitteby "thee * jun | 
live, < is the e ſubſtarice*sf tHitigs Höpel Forts kd 
« the evidehee of things" not feen, Hb. . 15 | 
38. and chap, xi. n Why. ſhould ſavin ag flit Wo 
have theſe high titles and properties derided to it, — 
fit did not contain ini it a ſure perſuaſion 'of t the bp 
gona things koped for, as * were ay pre? 
E 5 ; ſent 
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many jane gf the rich; di 


| we can believe wight) Ms 49: ————— 


— eee ur. 

| takers of Cunts tis ralled abe ren joined 
With eien lebe, . whoſe, honſe \axe-we; I e 
& held falt the 'ranhiencs ae eee of the 
68 op firm unto the end, Heb. "Me 0; 14 14h 
4 IF a wealthy and good man ſay, Do but tate bis 
Lift, and jt is jour opun "you rare frealy welceme toit. 
May 1 not receive the gift wich all allyrance that 
it is mine freely? And do I not diſparage-the ho- 
neſſy and credit of the donor, if I do it | 


ingly and with fear? — In like manner, after al 


Gov's free invitations and pipmiſes to returning 
Laners, hall we. not diſparage the faitbfulne of 
'Gop, and be guilty of making him a Har, if:we 
Hulieve not the recard, that God hath given to us eter? 


_ wal life, through his Son, 1 John v. 10, 1, I8:4t 


not enough that Gop giveth us his faithful wotd, 


dhat they that believe.0n Chriſt ſhall have it, and 


none elſe. And ought we not to fur, h, (with 
the iraclites in che wilderneſs} 4 promiſe; being 
made of enteri into this cuerigſſing res, through 
CHRIST, wwe Gould come ſhort of its, and fall after 
the /owe example of wnbelief , Heb. iv. 1 112 
What a poor, ſlender uſe and improvement do 
veries of Gop's grace 
and mercy to, fingers, who ſays that when we 
ſee we have performed the condition of faith and 


42 obedience, then? we may take CHRIST: confidently 


as our own; whereas the very performance of the | 


condition (.o all ſenſible, convinced ſinners, that 


axe truly deſirous of his whole Salvation, and none 


—— of ial — the wrath 
and curſe of Gon, dead in ſin, not able ſo much 


even at the point of death, ſo that they have nõο 


glory ; aſſuring them alſo, that Gon l 17 a 


— dk ee ner end 2:62 2 


as to. think a good thought; if youfexclude ar. 


ance out of the nature of ſuuing fuith. Vou do hut 


ine ae vaguiſh, if you-tellthem, 
Pl art —— ; and when they 
bave done that, «hay. may: perſuade: themſelves that 
Go will receive them into his grace and favour. 


Alas I they know and feel that they camo? believe 
vor obey, except! Go p preyent them wich is 


grace. And what if they be conflidting with 


time nor leiſure to get good quali fications, or to 


examine the goodneſs of them. When this is 


the caſe with thoſe WhO appear to be truly kuruble 


and broken · hearted ſinnera 3] you miufts have a 


more ſpeedy way to comfort ſuch, by diſoovering 


to them the ie promiſes of Salvation to the worſt 


of ſinners, by faith in CIS; and by exhorting 
them to apply thoſe promiſes, and truſt on OAS 
confidently for remiſſion of fins, bolineſa, and 


them his good Spirit to enable them to helieve 
ſincerely o (CHRI8T4.if they deſire it uith all 
their hearts; and. that it is rr 


becauſe Son commands it. 


believers. walk 4 abe ——— bo 
1 with fears and doubtiogs"all 
their days. Many miſpend their time in poring 
upon their own: hearts, to find out ſome evidenct 
af their intereſt in CHRIS, When they ſhauld 

| rather: be employed in receiting CHRIS, and 
| ꝛumibing in him, by a confident fait). 
\ — WP rehgion do thoſe make, that 
low convinced ſinners no hopes or joys but what 
= hes from their. good frames or good works, to 
111 ſtrengtnen them for holy performances, Which 
18 are as diſpleaſing and; grievous to their natural 
inclinations, as cutting off a right hand, or pluck- 

ing out a right eye; that would; have them . 

800 4 ſuch things with love and delight, under all 

| their preſent fears, deſpondencies, \ and corrupt 
inclinations; and to hope that by doing the work 
throughly and fincerely, they ſhall at laſt attain 
to a more comfortable ſtate ? All Fpiritual-com-- 
- - fott; as well as ſalvation,” is indeed (baniſhed out 
of the world, if it be ſuſpended upon the: eondi- 
tion of our good works 3 this legal principle 

| worketh not comfort, but wrath, Nom. iv. 14, 15. 
1 This makes the ways of godlineſs odious to many. 
11 They think they ſhall never have a pleaſant hour 
Wi in this world, if they walk in them; andi they 
bad rather comfort themſelves with : finful plea- 
1 ſures, than have no comfort at all. Others la. 
i] | DdSour a white in ſuch a eomfortleſs religion, with 
1 "inward fretting and repining at the bondage _ 


4 
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Dr.. en the Bo Yor» Salvatits | 
and at laſtiigrow: Mean throw: of en . 
gion) Mun chen anton none butter.) + * 497 
orieyogs: debe borne, do indeed preach a goſpel 
of man's ewn-;dew/mgg\ contrary to the nature of 
the true goſpel of Cn As, which is gt glad 
<<. tidings of great joy to all penple, Luke ii 
An uncomfortable gaſpel cannot proceed from 
Gos, who! is the Father of mereies, and the 
Gon of all oomfort, a Ger. ig. nor from CRI, 
who is the conſolation of Iſrael, Luke ii. 25; nor 
from the Spirit of Gop, whois the — 
his people, Zobn xiu. 6, 17, GOο meeteth him 
that rejoiceth, - and worketh gighteouſneſg, Ia. 
Priv. 5. and will be ſerved: with gladneſs „ 
ing. CRT ſpealas toi us in his goſpel, ( that 
6 his joy may abide in us, and: that our joy Ant: 
e be full, Feb xv. 11. No ſorrowiis approved 
of by Go except godly ſorrow, which can never 
be in us without ſome comfort of the love of Gos 
toward us. They that are offended at the-uncoms 
fortableneſs of a religious liſe, never yet knew the 
true way of religion; eMe they would find that tha 
ways of wiſdom are ways of pleaſantneſs, and all 
her paths are peace, Prov. iii. 177. 
' Thirdly,; The nature of Ghriſtian Ane 
a comfortable ſtate of ſoul for the performance of 
them, I ſhall inſtanceibriefly in many great du- 
ties which cannot be ſinoerely performed without 
it. Can we love Gon and deligbi: in him above 
all, while we conceive of him as our everlaſting 
n and. apprehend no love and mercy in im 
| towards 


* 


———— ſuitable 
for us, and lovely —— doley 
ful melody Wilk the heart make in the duty; of 
praiſe, if we imagine that all choſe infinite. per- 
fockions for which. we praiſe him, will rather ag: 
gravate our miſery, than make us happy What 
a heartleſs work will it be to pray to him, and to 
offer up ourſelves this ſoruice, if ue have no com- 
fortable hope chat he will accept us? Ie it poſſible 
for us t truin Gap, and free ourſelves from tor - 
menting fears, by oaſting our care upon the Lord, 
it we do not apprehend he careth for us? — Dan 
we be patient in affliction with chearfulneſs, and 
under perſecutions, exeept we have peace with 
God, an] rejoice in hope of the glory of Go 
Nam. v. 123.— What motives can perſuade us 
to ſubmit willingly to the ſtroke of death, when- 
ſoever G op is pleaſed to lay it upon us, if we 
have us aſſurance of Salvation to relieve. us againſt 
the? horrible fear of everlaſting torments ? If we 
ſhould be called to ſuffer martyrdom for ithe cauſe 
of CnARILS T1, as many have been before ug we” 
ſhould find it neceſſaty to abandon the preſent 
upſtart notions, that have been bred in a tine of 
peace and liberty, and to embrace the anpient 
comfortable doctrine of Proteſtants, which, thro? 
the grace of Gon, made ſo _ e e 
Joyful. Confeſſars and Martyrs. 
The ſtate alſo of thoſecthat 'aze: to. be brought 
from ſin to ;godlineſs, neceſſarily nequires, chat, 
after they have been convinced of the yanity/of 
Meir former conſidencee, their .deaduels e 
„ 3 ; n 


_— 


„%%% rr n og na 


— — ip they ſhould tiave 
4 ſupply of new gaſpel-comforts afforded them, to 
encourage their fainting” ſouls: to holy practices 


How little do manꝝ Hy ſicians of fouls cn der 


the condition of their un converted patients ren, 
like the Eęyptianitaſumaſtert, they: preſori be chem 
work without the effectual means to ful fil che ſame} 
No fincere performance of -Gop's law: can be er. 


pected from the impotent, miſerable ſinners of 


men, in order to their Salvation by CHRIS, un- 


til Go Dihath firſt delivered them, in ſome mea- 
ſure, from thoſe diſcomforts, iſlaviſh fears, and 


deſpondencies, that wow —_—_ Ne mie 
law of fin and death. $1943 — 

As worldly hopes __ eee Fes world 
in exerciſe in their various imployments, ſo Go» 


giveth his people the perſuaſion of his love; and the 
hopes ofhis glory; to excite them to, and keep them 


cloſe in his ſervice, Heb. vi. 11, 12. And it is ſuch à 


ſure hope as ſhall never make them aſhamed; Nom. 


v. 5. As to thoſe that think it below the excellency 
of their love to work from a hope of the-heavenly 
reward, they thereby advanee their love b 

the love of the Apoſtles and primitive Chriftiafis, 
Heb. x. 34. and even of CHxISs T himfel, -the 
igreat patter n of holineſs 5 who for the'joy' that was 
ſet before him, endured the eroſs,” difpifing tht /Bame, 
Hebꝛ xii. 2. —G O will not be loved by us as a 


charren wllderneſu, a land of darknefs co us, nei- 


ther will he be ferved for nought, Jerem. il. 31. 
e e ourſelves in the 
* - love 
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Both ſeriptue and. i experience, ſhew:that thi 
the method whereby 
from ſin to holigeſss. | Though anoſt;obittierwars: 


r 7 * iq atze gde 14 ogg l 3 
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G0 bringeth nis people * 


brought; under terrors for a while, that ſin may 
be the more imbittered, and the Salvation-of 
Cunz nerd en. and accept · 
eee — comforts of — 
chat they may be fitted for holineſs The. Apoſtle 
Paul was ( conſtrained by the love of CHRIST te 
© give up himſelf to the ſervice of GOn, 2 C. 
14, 15: L-dare appeal 46 the experience of any 
that obey Go Þ out of hearty lovs, whether they 
were brought to give up themſelves to ſerve Gop 
in love, without ſome comfortable perſuaſion or 
the love of GOD towards them, 1 John iu. 10 
J. dare ſay therme erben eee new. 
birth. „ 1141 Fi Tiernbeid N 58 
is Fourthly,.; Several pe oh beſide:: thoſe- already ö 
mentioned. are occaſioned by the contr̃ary doc 
trine . Men are unwilling to know: their! ver 
Nate and condition, and prone to deceive themſelves, 
by thinking their qualifications better than they 
are, that they may avoid deſpair. Others pleaſe 
and content: ey paſt bot am afſimance'of 
their intereſt im, CHRIS \beckuſe they think Ic 
Js, naß neceflayy. 20, Salyation;) and -thet. i but: fü 
attain it; and in this they ſhew little / loveiati 
CnRIsT, or to their own ſouls. Some a taught 
40 harbour doubtings of Salvatian as ſigub of - 
2 Re . mility 3 


Dir. . nt he SOX A*. of. * . un 89 
mility; Jand others feeling the uncomfortable ef- 
fects of thoſe legal doctrines, run to Antinomiun 


| preachers, /or-tocthe abſuri we of-Remiſh pardons 
_ and penances, to procure peace and quiet to their 
3 troubled: conſciences. x: 7 \ many rue bolie 

7 who habe fine affur ande of "Salvation i1 in Ty 
; faith irledf; are much tova kened and affadlted With 


doubtings by theſe erroe j and, then other - good 
qualifications muſt needs be low and weak together 


with obſcure chat it rd to, diſcerg 
wc . 2 es eh 19 eee 
their. live Ives, ey! oſearfu te and death; 3 
and if they 8 et fome aſſurance by legs on red 
truth and Abet) of of-their, aun and e fer | 
they Uta Joſe; it again by freſh ſins and tem 
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| fucceſiful Practice of Tp 


er true Obedience, 


THE great thing propoed "wo th following 

1 ige is to lay befo ore, you ſome 28 
be guided aright 

81 | 9 5 00 in, an 1 ene 1 0 


is way z 1 7 
own reaſon and underſtand 
attend 


ay of holineſs, = Heads ze⸗ 
117 18 en 

I th, FN ile, the ; Zenn 

5. 1 27 Ir A 

The reaſon why many come o with fame 

and confuſion, after they have laboured long, 

with much zeal and induſtry, for the attainment 

of true godlineſs, is, decauſe they were never ac- 

quainted with the traf method of this heavenly art, 

nor - endeavoured to practice in a Goſpel - way, 

| When once they know the nature and excellency | 


of Chriſtian duties, they account nothing want⸗ 
+ 1 4 , ing 
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ing but. diligent performance, and are very quick 


in promiſing, all \that the Bord bath. ſpoken we will 
do, and be. abediem, Exodyxix. B. The enquiry 
of moſt, When they begin to have a ſenſe of re- 
ligion is, Achat. gone ung dez that Tem 
haue eternal life? Matt. xix- 16. mbt, hom dhall 
] be enabled to do that Which 1s godd ? Vea; 
many that are accounted .1 preachers, 
ſpend all their zeal in the-carmeſt prefing the im 
mediate dutias of the law; without any difoovety 


works of tighteouſneſ were like thoſe low and 


ſervile employments, that naed no wiſdom or 
judgment, but only. labour and activity to accom- 
pliſn them. By this error, (2) many comment 
themſelves. with catering) performances in.teligiong 
becauſe they: never knew how! to attaim t (picis 
mal ſerviee: ..:(a}) MN ie the 


How td pratice the dutins: of Aforthfication and 
Self-denial, . without intalerabie pam: weren 
(if they knew tbem)«they would find the ways d) 
idem toe nuqdi of ' pla fſantueſs, an ub 
te be pance, Hrqv. iii. 1h. This ulſd c ννν ten 
to delay the work of Repemtance fies ue ( 
time, avian wich thing. (J) Many thers fot 
upon the practice of holineſs yr rw 


meght ways. . 

come by their evil luſts and they Int TO 
fall into pair, give over the work, at 
I the i — to-wallow gle — 
the 


— 


way of holineſs 
tauſtere and; unpleaſant, /begauſe theyiatvwow not = 


ee Tg ee veral 'Foxatifes 
to few how Tura reprobate may go in wet of 
religion,; whereby many weak Crittians are dif- 
coufaged; thinking that thefe repròbates Have 
gone further than themſelves : whereas moſt of 
them never knew the right way; nor trod one 
ſep aright in it :' for few. (comparatively) there be 
that find it, Matt. vii. 14. May Gep Almighty | 
'bleſs the preſent diſcoveries of the potypr u meant 
of holineſs to the. prevention of theſe deſtructyue 
miſtakes; and to the enlarging many” hearts wo | 
run the ways of Gon's commandments with great 
chearfulneſs, joy and thanksgiving 18 1 
ITbe way of Geſpel-holineſt, then, whereby bur 
hearts und lives are conformed to ihe — wand 
will of Gon, is à grace of Gon communieated td 
uad) mene, xx wells Are Wer 3 


ies fortrofdodtine:made:/uſo of by "tie; Spire 
Gon, to make hi people free: from uz, and fers 
vants of righteouſneis, Noni. w. 17 18. Am 
chere ate ſeveral pieces of the — armoutz 
neetſſary to be non and put on, that we may 
ſtand againſtiS in and Satun in the evil day pd. 
vi. 13. Gos hath given us, in the hoh ſeriptures, 
plentiful inſtruction in-righteouſnels, that we may 
= —.— furniſhed for: every gobd work, 2 Tim, 

26, 17 ; Eſpecially. ſince the day- ſpring from 
— high, hath.yifited us, by the appearance of the 
Lord IEsus CBT, 1 guide our feet into il 


WO ee 79. Since Gon bath 
condeſcendel 


2 


| Dir. 1. FO ANA WT OF 2 1 . 
condeſcended, t9-us ſo; low, ag — 
in the holy ſeriptures, andiby CRHRI r himſelf, it: 
is ſurely. our dutys as humble learners, to ſu down. 
at his feet, 0 Fregivg bis ee rat 


4 binge! en 


aas N e 


60 ii art 2 7 aid feel! for holiſte Carling 


"neceſſary par that, lee that 5 15 e 
faith in Cbii Fr N 
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oh us for making good works nerdlefr to Salva 
vation, becauſe wa. da not acknowledge them to 
be the hracuning icatſes of our Juſtification by 
CHRIST, or nacgſſurꝝ preparatiues tot us for the 


to diſregard all obedience to the holy law of 3004 
25 not at all, neceſſary to Salvation, and 
themſelves. obliged tot only in point of gratitude; 


they account it a part of the liberty from the bon · 
dage of the law, purchaſed by the precious Hood 
of CuR1sT,. to, make 0 conſcience of nun 
the law in their converſa tion: 1 

One cauſe of thoſe exxors, Which axe ſo contmey 


to each other „it, that they imagine nothing elſe 
to be implyed in Salvation but a deliverance, from 


— nenne ED 


* 
8 


receiving of him by faith. And others, when. 
they are taught by the ſeriptures, that we are ſaved 
by grace through faith, without works, da begin 


and account 
which, if it be neglected, they daubt nat butiſret 


grace will ſave them harmleſs Vea, ſome l are 
given up to ſuch ſtrong ¶ ſatanical] deluſiuns, that 


bell, and the enjoyment of glory and happineſs 


Pr — 22 . 5 — 


” — Httainment On 


in $evies, == [And mother! is; heenuſe WE dd t 
allo good works to be ſubſtituted n rh pg Ef 
Cnnrer and his redemption, they think they vn 
have 10 nne our ehrittian 0g: ar 
coneriation, Pf 
But though Salvation i is ado cen in ape 
for the completion of it in the ſtate of begvery 
gen yet we are more properly to underſtan dy 
it all that freedom from the evils, of aur natugal, 
I corrupt ſtate 3 and all thoſe boly _ happy endoy- 
ments and enjoyments which. we receive though 
Cur: $/T, eithet in this world, or the: life to 
come. Thus Juſtification, the gift of che Spirt 
ta dwell ini us, the fruits of righteouſteſs with 
which yre are filled by JIrsus ChxISsTH, and the 
privileges of adoption, are neceſſary. parts of bt 
Salvation, which we partake of in this life u. 
We are ſaved from our ſinful: uncleanhefs hefe 
„by the waſhing of regeneration, and renewiny 
of the Holy Ghoſt,“ Tit. iii. 5. and Citttifr 
himſelf recrived the Name of a Saviour, beekiſe 
me ſhall fave his people m their ſors, Matt. J. 41. 
Though ate noc fred by good works/" 
procuring cauſes; yet we are ſaved ts 
as the fruits and evidences of ſaving grace; which 
«Gow hath ordained that we ſhould walk in 
«:them,”” Epheſ. ii. ro. We are indeed redeemei 
From the law, as a covenant of works where 0 
procure Salvation, dut not as à rule af Hy, 
give us liberty t fin, ' which is the: worſt of*ſh- 
very; but that we ſhould ſerve in nern, e pin, 
_ v. F3. \SanRification-is an effect of JO 
ol 
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don, and floweth. 3 3 e ie me 
cruſt far them hoth by, the Fong GA 3, and ſor the 


latter in order to the former, S0 chat true faith, 


be it never ſo gonfident, tendeth not to licentzouſs 
neſs, as ſome i imagine, but to holineſs. —Again, 
Preſent; holineſs. is a, neceſſary, part of .Salyationz 
as it maketh ws, meet: to be partakers of tha inherit- 
ance of the Saints in heavenly light and glory, 
Coleſe..i. 1a, 18. W ithout bolineſs we can never 
ſce God with comfort, Hab. xii. 14. and are as 
unfit for his glorious preſence, as a ſwine. for the 
preſence-chamber of a prince.— The grace of Gon 
is actius like fire, Mott, iii. 1a, where! it lis trus 
it will produce pious affections towards Gon and 
CHRIS T, his cauſe and people; and the good 
fruits of holineſs, to the praiſe and honour of his 
great name: which will be ſufficient, to manifeſt 
the righteous judgment of Gon in the great day, 
when he ſhall judge every man according to his 
work: Though, ſome, poſſibly, may not have 
much time to diſcover their inward. grace. by outs, 
ward good, works, as. thoſe, that die when very 
young, or ſoon After their Faaverign foul 0 Dy 
Luke xxili. 40, 43 @ 1 nt 
The directions ee this head are. 
theſe two, (1) We muſt. labour to obtain a due 
ſenſe of the true, nature and great excellency of GOD's, 
holy law. (a) And have a, fincere fe 134 
propenſity of heart do fulfil. the ſame, 12g 
V%. That you may not mils che mark for wand 


of diſcerning it, take notice, bat the: dolingſs: 


ou aue directed to is ſpiritual, Rom. vii. 14. It 
conſiſts 
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| they are not acceptable to Go. Not only in re- 


bbhfitt zende iu an Works of mls „And 
Charity, buri in the holy thoughts, a And 
affections of the ſoul, and chiefly in lob; from 
whence all other good works muſt flow, er elle 


training from thelove and practice of that eln 
iv evil; but in lenging and 'delighting to do the 
_ will of Gon: alid l a cheirful obedience to Gb, 
without tepining, fretting, er Studging at am 
duty, as if it were a grie vous yoke and burden. 
Opſerve further, that the law,, which is to be 
me tule: of your 'temper' and practice; is ex 
broad; Pſul. exix. 96. [teaching co every thought, 
word, and action. You are to leave undone nos 
thing that you : ought ito do and te do f 
that you ought not to do, Fam. ii, 10. Lens 
not loved t all with that love which is his due, if: 
he be not loved with all our heart, and mind, and 
ſtrength. We are to love every thing in him, his 
| 2 holineſs, omniſcience, ſovereign authority 
all his deerers, commands, Judgmemts, and all 
bis doing. We're to. Jove him not only better. 
than other things, but fingly, as the alone foun- 
tain of all goodneſs and excellence, [and to love 
all other things in him, and for His fake 3] and to 
reject all fleſhly and worldly” eh etjoyments, even 
our own lives, as if d Kated chern, when they 
ſcand in competition With our enhoyment of *bim, 
or duty to him, Lu. Av. 26. We "muſt love bim 
ſv as'to yield ourfelves' wholly up te his conſtant 
ſervice Wer ain; and to _ diſpoſal of us aj 


our 
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and ſanQtified by the Spirit of CHRIS, in his 


ice of Goſpel-holftaſs. 
dur ſovereign' Lotd, whether i it de for proſper 
W for life or death. e 
And for his ſake we are to 105 our e 
even all men, whether they be friends or foes to 
us; and ſo to do to them in all things that con- 
tern their life, chaſtity, worldly weal, credit and 
content, whatever we would that men ſhould 40 
to us in the like condition, Matt. vii. 12. 
This ſpiritual, univerſal Obedience is the great 
ad to the attainment' whereof I am directing 
you; and that you may not reject the enterprize | 
as impoſſible, obſerve, [That if you ſeek it in 


this gofpel-way] the grace of Gon is freely and 
ſurely promiſed to you, to enable you to perform 


* A WE , 
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the duties of holineſs in ſuch a manner as a gra- 


cious and 'mercifuF Gop will certainly accept and 
be pleaſed with, in this your preſent ſtate of im- 


perfection; and ſuch as will end in Perfect holineſs 


and happineſs in the world to come. 

Stay, then; your thoughts a while and conſi- 
der the great dignity and excellency of the duties ef 
God's law, thzt you may hunger and thirft after 
the due performance of them, Matt. v. 6. and 


diligently attend to and uſe thoſe means which 


may enable you thereunto.— The principal duties 
of love to Gop above all, and to all others for his 
fake (from whence all other duties flow) are ſo 
excellent that I cannot imagine any more noble 
work for the Angels chemſelves. They are the 
chief works for which man was at firſt created in 
the image of Go p, and for which he is renewed 


F new- 


ms for the ſucceſeſul ditainment Ch. 3 
new-creaticn.; 3. and hall be perfected in glory. 
They are works ſufficient to render the 
Holy in all manner F converſation, hy the blefled 
fruits they bring forth, if no other duties hadever 
been commanded, — They are duties which de- 
pend not merely on the ſovereign will and 55 
pointment of Gop, as the ceremonial. or poſitive 
duties of religion do, but are in their own. nature 
baly, juft and good, Rom. vii. 12. and fit for us to 
perform, becauſe of the relation in which we ſtand 
to Gop and our fellow-beings; ſo that they have 
an inſeparable dependance on the holineſs of 
God's. nature and will, and an indiſpenſible 
eſtabliſhment thereby. Without which there can 
be no holineſs of heart and life; faith is dead and 
lifeleſs, and all other religious performances are 
a vain ſhew, and mere hypocriſy.— If thoſe that 
contend ſo much for morality. do. underſtand ſuch 
a morality as this, I dare. join: with them in aſ- 
ſerting, that the beſt moral man, is, the greateſt 
ſaint :, for CHRIST himſelf hath ſaid, concerning 
theſe two great commandments of love to Gop, 
and our neighbour, that „ there is none other 
« commandment, greater than theſe; and that on 
ce them depend all- the law and the I 
: Matt. xxil. 6, 38-40. 

24, J aſſert, that a ſincere 1 and pra- 
pen ifty of heart, to the duties of religion, is neceſ- 
ſary to frame and enable us for an holy practice. 
I mean not ſuch a blind, propenſity as inanimate 
creatures and brutes have to their natural opera- 
tions — nor a nere power of will to chooſe good 
or 
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or ei, which neither holy — in rn. 
but; us it is uſed 


mind to the thoies oF in or duty, for this i. is a. 
wicked diſpoſition in a reaſonable creature” that 
knoweth his duty; and only fitteth us to halt 


between Go and Beal. And yet this: is the 


moſt chat the contenders for ,free-will pretend to; 


and} extol this endowment. as the: greateſt benefit 
that CHRIST's redemption hath bleſſed mankind 


with: though they cannot but acknowledge that 


in the moſt of men it is incumbered with an actual 
bent and propenſity of the heart to evil. Such a 
free-will as this can never free us from the domi- 
nion of Sin and Satan, and fit us for the practice 
of holineſs; and therefore is not worth the pains 
of thoſe that contend for it. 


1. The duties of * are of ſuch a nature 


N that they cunnot poſſibly be performed while there 


is a real averſion or mere indifferency of heart 


towards them z anõ,ſ ns : good-inclination, or pro- 8 


penſity towards the practice of them; becauſe the 
chief of, all the commandments is, to love the Lord 


our GOD with all our Heart, - and mind, and 


ſtrength, e. and all. duties muſt be influenced 
in their performance by this great: duty of dove. 


We muſt..5* delight to do the will of Gop,”: P/a!. 


x]. 8. and f chooſe the way u Go s precepts, 
Hſal. exix. and this love, delight, hunger and 
thirſt after righteouſneſs, muſt be the habitual 
temper jof the mind; and whatfoever is contrary 
to the love of Gon and our neighbour, muſt be 


| ound 2gainſt and abhorred, P/al. xxxvi. 4. Gal. 
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v. 17. 
a eb nike loveth une ung int medicinal potion, 
or as a ſlave loveth his hard ſervice, for fear bf a 
greater evil; for then it might be performed with 
averſeneſs, or want of inclination ; but we muſt 
love it as the merchant- man loveth ain, ay” the | 
ſick man loveth health, or the captive lib 
There muſt be an agreeableneſs of our inclitivion 
to the will of Gop, and an averſion of our heafts, 
or kind of antipathy againſt ſin : and the love of 
Go p muſt flow from a clean heart, 1 Tim. i. 5. 
an heart (in ſome good degtee) en perm evil 
propenſities and inclinationss. BER 
2. Original corruption ( whereby we are natu- 
rally dead to Gop and godlineſs, and become 
willing flaves to the performance of actual fins, 
until the Son of Go'D make us free) confifteth ina 
propenſity and inclination of heart to ſin, and 
averſion to holineſs. This is that law'sf, fon in'our 
members, that warreth again the law” of our "mind, 
and leadrth us captive to the ſervice of in, Rom. vil, 
23. This is that carnal mind which is continua 
enmity to the law of God, Rom̃. viii. 7. By reaſon 
of which men will not frame their doings to turn 
unto Gon, Hef. v. 4. I know there is alſo a blind- 
neſs of underſtanding belonging to our original 
corruption, and other things, which conduce. to 
this evil. propenſity . of the will: but yet this pro- 
penſity itſelf is the great evil, the indwelling fin 
which produceth all actual ſins: and muſt of nes 
ceſſity be reſtrained: or removed by reſtoring that 


het 5 inclination wherein the image of Gon conſiſted, 
| .or 
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1 it mall be employed only in the ſervice of fin. 
3. G av; teſtoreth; his people to holineſs, by 
giving them a, new. ee and a new ſpirit; and 


them an beart of fleſh, Exel. xxxvi. 2b, 27: 
And by cirrumciſing their hearts to love him, with 
with. all their mind and ſoul and ſtrength, Deut. 
XXX. 6. The i image of Gon, which Adam loft by 
the fall, conſiſted in righteouſneſs and; true holineſs, 
Eph. iv. 24. And can we. reaſonably: hope to 
ariſe to the life 'oftholinefs, and be followers of 
CHRIS T as dear children, ſince duty is become 
ſo difficult to us in our preſent lapſed ſtate, if we 
be not renetuæd in ſome meaſure according to the 


r ud de Ro bee Bene hn Dat 
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2 ſame image of Gon. confiſting of holy propenſi- 
nd ties and powers? Great reaſon have we therefore 
Gs to pray: with David; Create in me, O God, a clean 
* hearty, and reno right ſpirit within me, Pal. li. 
"wy 10.And: ole leads on \ to the next eee en Gi 


-Tections .- C Dal 150317; SW an, 2 
ELLIS \Drnnerion! | 
i). mY cannot attgin to "the bracht of tru⸗ n 


any of our emdeaviurs,. while we continue in our 
natural. ftate, and are not partakers of new ſtate 


* union and fellowſhip. wich Chriſt, through faith, 


-prelidbe faith whereby CHR 18 T dwelleth in our 
hearts dy his Spirit} © Eh. iii, 17: Nea, the num- 
ber ef then that kave it is nal, compared to the 
« 62k F 3 world 


or elſe we all be backward and reprobate to 
ever ry. good: work; and whatever freedom the will 


by taking. away the; heaft of ſtone, and giving | 


11 11 is very { evident that 4111 men have not that 
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png and the 5 iritzal man, Rand e og 


perform acceptab! y that holineſs and righteauſneſs 


dead in treſpaſſes. and ſiut, and children. of . 
IN Is Epheſe ii, 13. Wich A. 
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who at length attain unto it, do continue without 
it for a conſiderable time, Ga i. 15, 6 And 


though ſome may have the Spirit of life given to 


them in their infaney, (as Fob» the Buptiſt, Lu 
L 15, 44 yet even in them chere is a natural being 
by generation, before there can be a ſpiritual being 
by regeneration, 1 Cor. xv. 46. Hence arifeth 
the tuo ſtates or conditions of men, in matters 
that appertain to Gon and godlineſs. Thoſe that 
have the happineſs of a ncu- birth and creation in 
CHRIS 7 by faith, are thereby placed in a very 
excellent and happy ſtate, conſiſting in the enjoy. 
ment of the rightebduſneſs of Cinis for their 
Juſtification; and of the: Spirit of Cur IS π duell. 
ing in them, whereby to Walle in holineſs here, ani 
live in glory fur euer an hath already: appeared. 
— Thoſe that are ant in & by faith a 
nat be in @ hetter-ſtate than that Mhinh the 
ceived! together with their nature, flom Am; 
which I call a utunal fate, becauſa it conſiſteth 
in ſuch things as we either have received bynatur 
bert eee or can attain untq by the means of 
tural powers; theſe two ſtates, the, 
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other, 1 Cor. ii. 14, 1 s 
The ſeriptures plen ifully declare, mat we 
all by nature void of all ſtrength and 5 7 to 


which G0 p,. in his word, requireth; and, 


8 * 


from this truth, which is {6 fully 
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lieve to be true, we cannot rationally ee 
ourſelves to attempt an holy practice, until we 


are acquainted with ſome powerful and effectual 


means to enable us for it. No doubt the fallen 
angels know the neceſſity of holineſs,” and tremble 


at the guilt of their ſin; but they know of no 


means for them to attain to holineſs eſfe@tually, 


and fo continue in their wickedneſs. 


It is a common error therefore of j thoſe that 


are in a corrupt natural ſtate, that they ſeek tb 
reform their "lives according to the precepts of 
Gop's word, without any thoughts that their 


ſlate muſt be changed, before their ¶ hearts and] 


lives can be changed from ſin to holineſs, There 
is no reaſon that the examples of the wiſer. Hea- 


thens, or any Jews or Chriftians by outward pro- 
feflion, that have lived without the ſaving know- 


ledge of Goviin Onnisr; by their wiſe ſayings, 


and: rendwneck attalnments in the practice of de- 
votion and morality, ſhould move us to recede 


of the word of God. We have reaſon to think 


that the Apoſtle Paul, who had the inſtruction 


of the holy ſeriptures, went as far in the attain- 


went of hotineſs before his converſion, as ally 


others in their natural ſtate; | Vet after he was 
enlightened in the true knowledge of CHRIST, he 
judged himfelf the chief of finners, in his former 
higheſt attainments; aft found it neceſfary to 


bepler to live' to Go in a new way, by faith in 


e and fo account all his former endow- 
4 e 2a 
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ments but dung and drofſs, that he might win 


CHRIST, Phil. iii. 4—9. 

. This i is indeed 2 great myſtery. i in a the chriſtian 
parts gion, . contrary. to the apprehenſions, not only | 
of the vulgar, but of ſome learned divines, that 
we muſt be firft reconciled to Gop, juſtified, by 


the remiſſion of ſins, {and partake of his Spirit 


in regeneration] before we can be enabled for the 
practice of holineſs; they conceive that the only 


way to eſtabliſh Gincere obedience, is to make, it 
| rather a condition to be performed before our 


actual juſtification and acceptance with Gop; 


contrary to the nature of fallen man, and the 


methods of Gop's wiſdom for. the practice of ho- 
lineſs. For though man in a gatural ſtate, may 
have ſtrong convictions of the perſections of God, 
{the truth of his holy word] and of the Ange 
to come, and the evetlaſting happineſs, of the 
godly, and miſeries of the wicked; and. these 
convictions may ſtir them up to make an high 
profeſſion, to utter rare ſayings, concerning Gop 
and godlineſs ; and alſo to labour with great ear- | 
neſtneſs to ſubdue, their, luſts, and conform. them- 


ſelves to the will of Gop, and to extort out of 


their hearts ſome kind of love to God and holi- 


neſs, that if poſſible they may eſcape the terrible 


torments of hell, and procure everlaſting happi- 
neſs by their endeavours. Vet all their love to 


Gop is but forced and feigned; they have no 
hearty affection to Gop and his ſervice; they ac- 


count him a hack maſter, and his commandments 
grievous 


Dir a. en Pradice of Goſpel 


grievous} and they repine and fret inwaidly at 
the burden of them; arid weuld be glad, if they 
might, to have the liberty to "Hy their Juſts 
without danger of damnation; and were it not 
for the fear of hell, they would little regard the 
enjoyment of Gon in heaven. But though they 
toil more in Gon's ſervite than many of his dear 
children; yet Gon acceptith not their ſervice; be- f 
cauſe they are without Chriſt, "Ephef! ii. 12. and 6 
their beſt performances are only the effects of 
| flaviſh fear, without any filial affections towards 
1 and no better than glittering ſins. 
ens ſhould leave men to their own natural 
borrußchowe and to the power of Satan (as tfley 
deſerve); all ſhew of religion and morality would 
be quickly baniſhed out of the world, and we 
ſhould: grow paſt feeling in wickedneſs. But 
Gop bath gracious ends in #eftraming the fins of 
men; that his Church may be prefetved, and his 
Goſpel preached in the world; and that theſe na- 
tural men may be in a better capatity to receive 
the inſtructions of the goſpel; ; that ſuch of them 
as are choſen, may in due time be converted; and 
that the world may be. a folerable habitation to 
Gop's people, by the common exerciſe of Juſtice, 
Truth, and Hoſpitality, —As vile and wicked as 
this world is, we have cauſe to praiſe and magni- 
fy the free goodnefſs of God, that it is no worſe. 
My preſent deſign is to deliver theſe ignorant 
zealots from their © fruitleſs tormenting - labours, 
by bringing them to deſpair of attaining holineſs 
in a main ſtate; by ſeeking it only in a nero 


1 ſtate, 
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ſtate, by faith in Cn! 5h they w ers 
tainly find it vithous ful tormeniting labour ani 
Ae, of ſpitit. * dd 385 2q3 NAP 

Firft,” It is evidewt that! we ehr jrdBilok 
true holineſs. while we are in a narunal ſtate,” be- 
cauſe the ſoripture ſaith, wwe mii bo bars agen 


of water and of the Spirit, or elſe we aannot exten 


into the kingdom ef Gad, John iii 3, 5. and ue 


Gop hath before ordained that we ſhould walk 
in them, Epheſ. ii. 10. Now ea new-birth' and 
ereation is more than a mere reſorming and re. 
pairing our natural ſtate. If any man be in 
CarisT, he is a ngu- creature, poſſeſſed of a far 
different nature, and endowed with a far more 
excellent ſtate, than any oß the ſons of Adam re: 


ceive by their natural birth; or than even dan 
himſelf enjoyed before the fall, 2 Cor. v. 16, 17. 


The Apoſtle Paul confirmeth this truth by af 
ſerting, t that tho/e. that are; in the leſb cannot pleaſe 
God, [and giveth. this powerful, reaſon for it, that 
+. the carnal (or fleſhly) mind is enmity againſt 


oy Gov, and is not ſubject to the law of God, 


c neither indeed can be,” Nom. viii, 8, 9.] By 
feſb is meant the nature of man, as it is corrupted 
by the fall of Adam, and propagated from him to 


us, in that corrupt ſtate, by natural generation; 


as to be in the- Spirit, is to be ini a ness · ſtate by 
the Spirit of CHRIS T dwelling in us, Nym. viii. 
9-14. And therefore we are exhorted to pt· off = 
the old man, which is corrupt according to its de+ 


ceitful luſs, and $0 put on the neꝛo: nian, which af 
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Gad is ereuted in righteouſneſs and trust Boll T 
Epheſ. iv. 2124. From whence we learn, that 
the old and new man are two contrary ſtates, con- 
taining not only fin and holineſs, but all. the prin- 
ciples and motions that may diſpoſe and incline 
us to the practice of i. And therefore we 
cannot lead à nei or holy 1 ife, until we have firſt 
gotten a ' new fate, by faith in CEAIsT Jesvs. 
This will further appear by conſidering, _ 8 
Secondiy, Our natural ſtate hath ſeveral proper 
ties that wholly diſable us for the practice of holi⸗ 
neſs, and enflave us to the er, of ſin, while 
we continue in it, as (1) Zy our natural ſtate 
we are under the guilt of ſin ;, of the ſinful. depra- 
vity of our natures, arid all the actual tranſgreſ- 
ſions which have proceeded from thence; and 
therefore we: are by nature children of wrath, 
Epheſ. it. 3. and under the curſe of Gon, Gal. iii. 
10. Tb benefit of remiſſion of ſins, or freedom 
from condemnation, is not given to us in our na- 
tural ſtate, but only in CunIs r, Rom. viii. I. How 
then can we imagine that a man' ſhould prevail 
againſt fin, [and practice holineſs] while Gop is 
againſt him, and curſetb him? — (2) Another pro- 
perty, inſeparable from the former is, an evil cent 
lei which denounceth the wrath of Gov 
againſt us for ſin, and inclineth us to ſhun and 
ablide him as an enemy, rather than to love and 
cleave to him as a father. Or if it be a bling 
conſcience, it hardeneth | us the more in our fins, 
— 3) Athird property is an evil inclination, ten r 
ing ; only to ſin; Which therefore is called the 


that 
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| 108 | Directions far, the; ſucceſsful Attainment Chr 3. 
that diuelleth in us, and the lau of ſin in aur mem. 
| bers, that powerfully ſubdueth and captivateth us 
i — to the ſervice of fin, Ram. vii. 20, 23. It is a 
| 4 fixed [diſinclination to that which is 8 
- good, and] propenſity to evil, which acteth with- 
out any deliberation; and therefore not to be pre- 
vented by diligence or watchfulneſs, (while, the. 
evil nature remains] Rom. viii. 7. How vain is 
it then to plead, that they can do good if they 
will, when the will itſelf is enſlaved to ſin? 
( 4) Another unhappy property of the natural 
ſtate i is, that it is in ſubjection to the power of Satan; 
WO is the god of this world, and blindeth the 
minds of all that belieye not, 2 Cor. iv. 4. and will 
certainly conquer all who engage with him, deſ- 
titute of a new ſtate and nature, Epbeſ. ii. 2. 
From all theſe properties we may well conclude 
that our natural ſtate (or, the human mind unre- - 
newed] Can never be good, ee 1 know that i in me, 


a — — —— 


n re Ong COMA e e ee eee, — Ut TE f 2 . 
* 


e eth no good thing,” Rom. vii. 18. Nor can 
men be brought to the practice of true holineſs, 
(while they remain in their natural ſtate) by the 
moſt powerful motives or endeavours, any more 
than you can bring a dead carcaſs to lie by chaf- 
ing or rubbing it, 0570 ii. I 3. - 

' Thirdly, We have no good ground to truſt on 
CHRIST 7 help us to will and to do that which is 
a:ceptable | to him, while we continue in our . 
tural ſtate : or to imagine that a freedom of will 
to that which is good is reſtored to us by the me- 
rits of his death, For CunST died, and roſe 


and 
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* | (faith the Apoſtle) that is, in my fleſh, dwell. 
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and- a not to reſtore the decay and ruins 
of our natural Rate; but to advance us to a neu 


flate, more excellent than the ſtate of nature ever 
was, by union and fellowſhip: with himſelf; that 
we might live to Gon, not by the [meer] power 


of a natural free-will, but by the power of his | 


Spirit living and aging in us, Rom. viii. 911. . 
So we may conclude, that our natural ſtate is 


neither holy nor happy, but ſubject to fin, and 
to all miſeries, as long as it remainetbh. If 
„ CHRIST be not in us, we are reprobates, z. e 
we are in a ſtate which GoD hath rejected from 
- partaking of his Salvation, 2 Cor. xiii. 5. ſo that 


we are not to expect aſſiſtance from Go p in it, 


but rather to deliver us from it. And it is neceſ- 
ſary for us to know our fall in Adam, and origi- 
nal fin, that we may be ſtirred up to fly to 
CHRIST by faith for holineſs as his free gift, 

knowing that we cannot attain it by our own, 
power and free-will, 2 Cer. i. * Matt.! IX. 12, 15. 


Rom. vii. 24, 25. 


Fourth, This doth not at all E|barge del 


that are in a natural ſtate from the obligations to 


holineſs, nor render them excuſable for their 
ſins, at the tribunal of Gow's, juſtice. For 


“Go made men upright, though they have 


ſought out many evil inventions, Ecelgſ. vii. 
29. Thoſe that account their impotency a ſuffi- 
cient plea to excuſe themſelves or others, ſhew 


that they were never truly humbled for the origi- 


nal depravity of their natures. — Inability 1 to pay - 
a debt, excuſeth not a debtor that hath laviſhed 


away 
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away an eſtate. Nether doth drunkenneſs exciſe. 
the criminality of thoſe actions that are dene hen 
men are overcome with liquor; but rather aggra- 
vates their fins. Our impoteney conſiſteth not 


fo much in a Want of power, but in the want of a 


willing mind to practiee trde holineſs and rigkte · 
ouſnefs. Naturally we love it not, we like it 


not, but luſt againſt it, and hate the fight, Gal. 


v.17. Jobn Hi. 20. =, Hou abemiuable then, 


« and filthy is man, that drinketh iniquity like 
% water! Job xv. 16. that cannot practice 


holineſs, becauſe he will not. whoſe inability to 
do good will no more excuſe "them: ian it excul. 


eth the devils. 

 Difthly, Neither doth this dodine mike þ it 2 
vain thing to preach the goſpel to natural people; 
and to exhort them to true repentance and faith 
in CHRIST, for their converſion and ſalvation. 
For the deſign of our preaching is not to bring 
them to holineſs in their natural ſtate, but to raiſe 
them above it; and to preſent them perfect in 
CRI T Irsvs, in the performance of chriſtian 


duties, Col. i. 28. And though they cannot per- 


form theſe duties by their natural ſtrength; yet 
the goſpel i is made effectual for their converſion 
and ſalvation by the power of the Holy Ghoſf, 
which accompanieth the preaching of it, to ede 
thoſe that are dead i in ſin, and to create them 
anew in CHRIST, by giving to them repentance 
unto life, and a lively faith in CHRIST. And is 
ar through TYP; to A into the ſoul 

that 
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12010 l. + 4 3 
uy 15 rus ad only way 16 K et 5 5 nurivmamy 
and qualifications to rum: UK enable us fer the 
practice of godlinefs, is, to rective them but of the 
fulneſs of CurisT, by union and Ander 
with bin, through faith. een 7 


HERE, indeed, we 1 eauſe with the 
Apoſtle to acknowledge, that, without controverſy, 
great is the myſtery of godlineſs.* Even ſo great that 
it could not have entered into the. heart of man to 
conceiye it, if Gop had not made ĩt knen to us 
in the goſpel: notwithſtanding it be clearly re- 
vealed in the holy ſcriptures, yet the natural man 
hath not eyes to diſcern it there, for it is feoleneſs 
unto him; and thoughi the word of Gopicxpreſs it 
never ſo plainly and properly, yet he thinketh it 
ſpeaketh parables — And indeed the beſt” of us 
know it but in part, and muſt wait T6 theiperfe@ 


| knowledge ofiit ih another. world. | ': 


This union between CHRIS r arid'Betiovers' is 
plainly affirmed in many places of ſcripture, ſhew- 
ing that CRRISπ dibolleth in Believers, and they/in 
him, John xiv. 20. And that they are ſo joined 
together as to become on- (ſpirit, 1 Cori vi. 17. 
That believers are members'of CHRISrs body, 
of his fleſh' and of his bones; and they two, 
CIS TH and his Church, are ons freſh, Eph. v. 
30, 31. as this union is ſet forth in 

\ | ſcripture 
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) ſuccoſeful Attainment Ch 
re by ſuch reſemblancts 1 would rather con- 


found our judgments than inſtruct them, i it 
were not a true and real one: ſhewing us that we 
receive ſpiritual life and ability fof an holy practice 
from CHRIST. I. As CHRIST himſelf liveth in in 
our nature by.the Futber, John vi. 57.—2, As we 
receive corruption and death from the firſt Adam, 


Rom. v. 12 17.— 3. As the natural body re- 


| ceiveth ſenſe, motion, and. nouriſhment from. the 
bead, Col. ii. 19.— 4. As the branch receiveth life 
and fruitfulneſs from the root, John xv. 4, 5.— 
5. As ſtones become an holy temple, by being 


built upon the Foundation and ahief icorner-flone, 
1 Pet. iii 4. 6. As we receive the nouriſhing vir- 


tue of bread and wine, by rating anl drinking them, 


John vi. 51-57. which laſt reſemblance is alſo 
uſed to ſet forth our communion with CHRIST in 
the Lord's Supper, 1 Cor. x. 16. And there is 


nothing i in this union ſo repugnant to reaſon, a 


ſhould. force us to depart from the plain and fa- 


miliar uſe of thoſe . aſſert and ew 
plain it.] 181 4 „ 7 1 $1.20 3 


As (1) Although Gains be hn bubols rank 


we on ealth; yet he can join our natures to his 
own at ſuch a diſtance, by the ſame infinite Spirit 


dwelling in him and us. (2) Neither will it fol- 
low from thence that a Believer. is one perſon with 
Gon (as ſome have fooliſhly aſſerted) but is only 
made thereby the temple. of Gon, as CHRIS T5 
human body and ſoul is; and the Spirit's-lively 
inſtrument.—(3) Neither will a believer's preſent 
* in | holineſs be thereby made neceſſary; 


* 
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for cur. knoweth! how to dwell in CE 
in certain meaſures and degrees, [according to his 


infinite wiſdom] and to make, them holy only ſo 


far as he. dwelleth in them by, faith, —(4) Neither 


ſhould the greatneſs of this privilege. ſtagger our 


belief of it; for though this union ſeem too high 


a preferment for ſuch unworthy creatures as we 


are, yet conſidering the preciouſneſs of the blood 
of Gop, whereby we are redeemed, we ſhould 
diſhonour Gop if we did not expect an advance 
ment to the higheſt dignity and bleſſedneſs that 
our natures are capable of, through, the merits of 
that blood. "IA 5), Neither, is there any 7705 


4 * © 


is not capable of (ES; judged of 455 ſenſe, but 


can only be ſpi piritually diſcerned. 


2 GJ * > + Mad 
Let} it farther be obſerved, . th; hat .th this i 1s. Fe F 


privilege procured by our tincers Rare 79085 


lineſs, as ſome imagine; or a reward of od 


works reſerved for us in another world ; 3 iy it is 
# 
a privilege beſtowed | upon believers in their very 


Fſt entrance into the Chriſtian ſtate. And on thi 


union with Cukler all ability to. do, good. works 
doth depend, and all ſincere obedience. to, GOD 
is produced by it, as the fruit thereof, Rom, vii. 4. 
It is, therefore, a matter of the higheſt con- 
cern to be acquainted with the due place and grder 
wherein Gon hath ſettled this Holy practice, in 
our Wee and 5 Fe — of Chriſtian 
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ny — all your ä and attempts to 


fare, {ai xx3ii, 5. The benefits of it Ry an 


_ orderly dependance upon each other. He maketh 
us f to be in CHRIST by faith, that we may 


4 bring forth fruit unto Gop,“ John xv. 4, 5.— 
He f purgeth our conſciences from dead 
„ works, by pardoning and healing our ſinful 

8 natures] that we may acceptably ſerve the 
* living Gon,“ Heb. ix. 14. — and maketh us 
2 to “ live by his Spirit, and then to walk in 
5 the Spitit, Gal. v. 5. 

Now, obſerve well the great ne you wil 


| hats for attaining an holy temper and practice, 


by ſeeking it in a right goſpel-order. (1) You 
will have'the advantage of the love of God mani- 
feſted to you, in reconciliation, adoption, and 


the hopes of glory, given to you. freely throu . 


Cur Is, to perſuade and and conſtrain you, . 
8 inducements, to love Gop again, A0 
ite up yourſelves ſincerely to the obedience 

af al his n fromꝭ hearty love to him, 
Lebe v. 14. 1 Juhn iv. 19. — (2) You will alſ6 
enjoy the help of the Spirit of God, to ineline you 
rfally unto obedience, - and to ſtrengthen you 


for the'performatice of it, againſt all the tempta- 


tions of Satan, and the infirmities of your own 
nature. Whereas on the other hand, if you tuſh 
upon the immediate performance of G05 s law, 
without partaking of CKRRIST's righteouſneſs and 


his Spirit in the way to it, you will find both 


wind and tide againſt you; your guilty conſciences, 
and corrupt dead natures, will certainly defeat 


love 


ir, 3. and Raabe: of Gypebbeliinſs: 575 
love Gen, and ferve him in truth 3 and you 
will but ſtir up ſinſul luſt, inſtrad of ſtirring : up 


yourſeiy es to trus ohedianaa g or at beſt: yo wi 


only attain, to ſome ſlaviſh and \hypotuitical pers 
formanges. Dr e Nen ien p33 2! 
On l what people would be perſuaded. tolconſ· 
— the due place of holineſs in the myſtery of Sal» 
vation, and to ſeek for it only there Where they 
have all the advantage of goſpel- grace toi ſind it. 
— Many miſcarry in their agalous enterprises, for 
godlineſs 3 and after they have ſpent much labour 
in vain, Gon maketh: a breach wn them, even 
to theix everlaſting deſtruction, as he did upon 
Uzzjab tg a temporal deſtruction, becauſe they 
ſought him not after & due order. 1 Chuan. xi. 10. 
bat this is- dhe way-af Seacivexios; which 


Gov hath dira6igd/45-uawe in ths holy Ladet 


i wien. Dr hf, Ng unions Seed os 


| V Sqxeral places in ſefipmiredoplainty ratprets 
tha al things: pertaining be aus” Raknag ary ant! frea- 
fwed-up fot us in Ghri/t, and: ben dad in hit 
Fulueſi ia that me tnuftrhave: hab from: thenes, 


or nat st: all, Colgſ ci. 19. % Gombath blefſtd a 


with all iſpigityal. bleſfugs in heanenly things 
* in CRI ERH i- 1 ο which bleffings 


an holy heast and life: ia nat the leafty and muſt 


needs be ineluded. Other places ſhew : that 
„CHRIS is made of Gon unto us, wiſdom, 
6 righteoufticſs, ſanctiſication, and redemption, 
1 Car. i. 30. In which all hab and ſauing bene- 
nts are comprĩized i Qb his fulneſs have vs all 
.% "ANG and grace n Jahn i. 26% 29. 
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Agree ths to which the Apoſtle faithg 6/1 * . 
yet t I, but CRAISY liveth in me; and the 
life Whie I now live'is by the faith of the 80 
. def Go,” Bal. ii. 20. and many other ſcrip - 
tures to the like effect. Can we deſire that Gp 
ſhould more clearly teach us, that all the fulneſs 
of ſpiritual. bleſſings is in CnrISr, and all that 
ſpiritual nature and life whereby we live to'Gop 
in holineſs, are ſo inſeparably in him, chat we 
cannot have them except we be imited 10 him by 
faith and have himſelf abiding in 2? — Tale 
heed then left through prejudice and hardneſs of 
heart you become guilty of making Gon liar, 
in not believing this eminent record, that Go 
s hath given to us life in his Son... ig 
224, The holy ſcriptures are very full aa 
deddag us to this manner of- practiee, of Living 
by faith on the Sn of God. This is a-manner of 
practice far above the ſphere: of natural ability; 
and though plainly taught by: the Holy Ghoſt in 
his word, yet many that pretend to be preacher 
of the goſpel do little underſtand dr regard it. 
And the reaſon why many poor believers are ſo 
weak in ERRIS T, nd ne mall a degree 6f 
holineſs and comfort is; that they are little ac- 
quainted with this matter of high concernment, 
Jobn xiv. 5. This rare and excellent art of god- 
Iineſs, in the performance of the works of the 
law, by goſpel principles and means, is what evety 
anten ſhould-ſtrive to be ſkilful. and expert in. 6 
(1) This manner of practice is expreſſed in 
dene by. ** — Heb! ii. * 1 
72 8 29 1 * ait 
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faith, 2 Cor. v. 7. faith working by love; Gal. v. 6. 
overcoming the world by faith in Ghrift, 1 John v. 4. 
quenching all the fiery wv of the __ 1. we E 
of faith, Epheſ. vi. 16. 

(2) The' great object e Ade we are 
to deriuve holineſs and ſtrength, is commended un · 
to us by the terms of walking, rooted and built 
up in Chriſs, Col. ii. 6, 7. Putting en the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, that we may walk honeſtiy as in th 
day, Rom. xili. 13, 14. and is ſignified by the 
phraſes of being ftrong in thegrate that is in Chrift 
Feſus, 2 Tim, ii. 1. Doing all things in the name 
of Chriſt, Col. iii. 17. Going in the ſtrength of the 
Lord, and the like, Pſal. Ixxi. 16. Theſe phraſes 
are very frequent, and do ſufficiently fhew us that 
we are to practice holineſs, not only by virtue of 


CuxRIsr's authority, but alſo of his Hrengibning 


endotmenti, received by faith in him, moving us 
and enabling us thereunto: wherein we are to 
increaſe until we attain unto the perfection of 
holineſs and happineſs in him. Thoſe that think 
ſincere obedience to the law to be ſo very eaſy, that 
we have ſufficient power in our/elves to fulfil it; 
ſhew that they neither know it nor ibemſelves. Is 
it an eaſy thing to wreſtle, not againſt fleſh only, 
but againſt principalities, powers, ſpiritual wicked= 
neſs in high Places, ? Eph. vi. 12. Is it eaſy to ſub- 
due ſinful appetites and deſires ? The Apoſtle Paul 
[in his unrenewed ſtate} found his concupiſcence | 
prevail. the mori by occaſion'df the commandment, 
Rom. vii. 7, 8. — Our work is, not only to alter 
vicious RIES but to mortify corrupt natural 
. affections 


as gainful as the right bund, and as dear us che 
right eye, Matt. v. 29, 380. Not only te 
the fulfiling of ſinful luſt, but to be full of livly 
love and-defires. — If obedience be ſo eaſy how 


comes it to paſs: that perſons. break ſo many vows - 


and: purpoſes of obedience, and fall back tojthe 
practice of their luſts, even while the fears of eter- 
nal damnation preſs hard upon their conſciences? 
— I acknowledge the work of G op to be gaſy 
and pleaſant to thoſe who are furniſhed with holy 
endowments through CHAN ISH; but thoſe-who 
aſſert. it to be eaſy. to men in their nalurul ſtate, 
ſhow their great ignorance and inexperience.— If 
wen are indeed united to CMR 16% by faith, our 
hearts will be no longer left under the power of 
ſinful inclinations, or a mere indiffereney to that 


which is good; but they will be powerfully in- 
clined and aſſiſted to the practios of hol ineſe, by the 


Spirit of CR IS dwelling in us and diſpeſing us 
to n ws ene ee reed art 
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t 4. » The means whereby the Spirit' of Go Nate 
* our union with Or, and felBufhip wi with um in 
All holineſs, are the Gofpel and Faith; wherely 
© wwe receive Chri N him i with alt Be fubuf into 


5 our hearts, | 5115198 ln: 9 
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| IS 7 debe put to a ſtand ils benen 
dedvotiry; after holineſs, becuhſe we cannot ima- 
gine how we ſhould be raiſed above our natural 
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ſtate, to this gloria union. and fellowſhip with 
the Son of G on, whereby we are enabled for 
holy practice, Go p hath been pleaſed to make 
known unto us in his word, the meant whereby 
his Spirit maketh us en of this high privi- 
lege, | 
Firſt, One of theſe means is the gabel of the grace 

of God, wherein-Gop doth. make known unto us 
the unſtarchable: riches of CHRIST, and- Cunrsr 
in us the hope of glory, pb. iii, 8. Col. i, 27.. 
And doth alſo invite and command us 10 believe on 
CHRIST for his Salvation, and doth. encourage 


us by a free promiſe of that Salyation to all that 


believe on him, As xiii. 38, 39. Rom. x. 9, 10. 
This is the miniſtration of the Spirit, and of 
Righteouſneſs, 2 Cor, iii. 6—9. Faith cometh 
by the hearing of it; and therefore it is a great 
inſirument whereby we are begotten in Cnkisr, 
and CyrisT formed in us, Rom. x. 16, 17. 
There is no need for us to ſay in our hearts, 
Who ſhall aſcend into heaven, to bring Cuxler, 
« down from above? or, who ſhall deſcend into 
* the deep, to bring up Cunisr from the dead? 
« fo that we may be united to him, and have fel- 
& lowſhip with him in his death and reſurrection, 
land all the bleſſed fruits thereof] for the word 
« is nigh unto us, even the goſpel, the, word of 
« faith, in which Cyr1sT bimfelf doth graciouſly 
** condeſcend to meet with 1 us and bleſs us,” Rom. 
x, 6. 2 
Secondly, The Sher of the means is EP Sh 
is the inſtrument whereby the , union between, 
CnRIST 


— 


Pöls wa S ab As 0 on dur part; by 


44 ry ie Cunts, as er forth | In the gof F 
pd,” "with all our hearts, Fobn i. i: 
1. Some would have faith in CHRIST 1 to * "no 
more than believing the truth of things in religion, 
upon the authority of CHRIST who teſtificth them. 
But the ſcriptures ſhew, that the Faith whereby 
we are juftified, is faith in Chri/?'s Bad, Rom. iii. 
24, 25. The work of ſaving falth is, not only 
to knbw the truth of Crurisr and his Salvation, 
as fer forth in the goſpel, but alſo to apprehend 
and receive CnRIST and his Salvation, as given by 
and with the promiſe. It is our ſpiritual appetite, 
whereby we feed on CHRIST, the living bread, 
as a natural appetite doth for bodily nouriſhment, 
And therefore ſaving faith muſt neceſſarily contain 
two acts, believing the truth of the Goſpel, and be- 
lieving on Chrit, as therein 1 for all falyation 
and happineſs. —It i is not ſuch a falth FL confiſte | 
in the meer convii7ion of the truth of Gop's word, 
which wicked men and devils may be brou ght un- 
to, when they had rapper it were falſe. (The chil- 
dren of Satan, as well as their father, may believe 
and tremble, Jam. ii; 19.] — Neither muſt our 
believing on Cunisr be only, conſtrained by fears of 
damnation, without any hearty love and deſire 
towards the enjoyment of him; but we muſt re- 
ceive the truth in love, believing the goodneſs, 
ſuitableneſs and worth of it; and muſt account 
„all things. but loſs for the excellency of the 
4 knowledge of CHRIST Ixsus our Lord; that 
ve may win Cunlsr, and be found in bim,” 
; _ Phil, 
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Phil. iii: 85 97 eſteeming him all-ſufficient ſor our 
ſalvation and e And this love mult be 
to every part of ChRIS's falvation ; to 


as well as forgiveneſs of ſins; [to his government, 


as well as his grace.] We muſt-defife * 
that Gop” would create in us a clean heart, 
« and renew in us a right Spirit; as well as hide 
« his. face from our iniquities, Pal. Ii. 9, 10. 
not like many Who care for nothing in CHRIST, 
but deliverance from hell. See ch. 2. dir. e 
2. Having thus briefly explained the nature of 
faith, I come now toſhew its proper ſz and office 


in our ſalvation : that it is the meant and iniru- 


ment whereby we receive Chriſt, and all bis ſaving 


benefits, into our hearts. This excellent uſe and 


office of faith is encountered by many errors, (as 
hath been ſhewn in the foregoing chapter) men 
naturally eſteem it 00 ſmall and /*ght a thing to 
produce fo great. effects. They contemn the true 


means of entering in at the ſtrait gate, and by thus 
rejecting the counſel of Gop "againſt themſelves, 


they thereby make the entrance into a ſtate of 
Salvation not only difficult, but impoſſible to 
them. Some will commend this great doctrine 
of the ſcriptures as a comfortable cordial for per- 
ſons upon. their death-beds, or in agonies, under 
terrors of conſcience ; but they account that it is 


not good for erdinary food, and that it is wiſdom in 


_ miniſters to preach it ſeldom and ſparingh.— And 
others allow that we muſt” be juſtified through 


faith in CRRISrH, but think that we muſt be 


ſanctiſied — af our oton. — And becauſe 
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as much as others, and by their falſe co 
are the more hardned in their wickedneſs 3 dane 
will not allow. truſting on Gon or CRI for 


and ordinary thing. Others endeavour to affright 
us from owning faith to be the means or inſtru- 


Cuntsr himſelf, and all his faving benefits, us 
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many looſe and wicked profeſſors of the goſpel, 
pretend to tri on Gon and CRxisr for Salvation | 


Salvation to be. the principal Javing aer of faith, 
but join ſincere obedience to it as the cauſe of 


Salvation, [thus making men in part ſaviouts to 


themſelves.] It is a ſign that ſcripture triitis ate 
grown into diſeſtcem with our great maſters of 


reaſon, when tra/ting in the Lord, fo much cm- 
mended in Gop's holy word, is accounted a mean 


ment of Juſtification, telling us, that thereby we 
make ourſelves our own principal juſtifiers, to the 
diſhonour of GoD z to. which it may be eaſily 
anſwered, that we are made thereby ace 
humble receivers of Gop's free Jullifcativn 3:9 
whom all the glory doth belong: 
All theſe errors will be 2 refui 


the following arguments. 7 23:15) $31 
I,, By faith we have the actual N 


pardon, peace and holineſs. CRHAIST dwelleth 
« in our hearts by faith, Epbeſ. lit. 17. we live, 

* yet not we, but CHRIST liveth in us, by faith 
« on the Son of Gon, Gal. ii. 19, 20. He that 
believeth on the Son hath everlaſting life, and 
is paſſed from death unto life,” Fohs v. 24. 


The ſcripture; plainly aſcribeth this effect unto 
faith, that by it we receive'CurisT, put him on, 
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wh . rooted and edited in Bim F. and alſo· that 
ive tha Spirit; remiffion of fins,-and an im- 


3 are' ſaritifird 2 


in him, Ads xxvi, 18. John. 12. Calof, ii. 6, 
ſo that the efficiency of faith in order to the A 
joyment of Cuxlsr and his fulneſs, is not only 
acquiring a bare right and title to this enjoyment, 
but rather is an entrance into it, and taking poſ- 
ſeflion of it. By faith we habe acceſs: (or en+ 
« trance) into this grace. (or privilege) LINER 
« wherein-we ſtand,” Nom. v. 2. 

2d, CHRIST, with all his Salvation, is freely 
given, by the grace of Gop, to all them that be- 
lieve on him; for we are faved by grace, through 
e faith, and that not of ourſelves, it is the gift 
« of Go D,. Epbeſ, i ii. 8, 9. we are juſtified freely 
. by his grace, through faith in his blood, Raw. 
« iii, 24, 25, and the holy Spirit, ho is the 
* bond of union. between CHRIST and us, is 
e given through believing,” Ads ii. 38, 39, 'In 
this ſenſe we acknowledge faith to be a condition; 
but ſuch a condition only as gerne A * gift 


is, which is take and have. 


SF fiineſe in true 


faith to receive CartrsT and his fulneſs into our 


hearts, and to bring forth an holy practice by union 
and feHowſhip with him. Becauſe, 1, By the very 
aft of hearty truſting, or believing on CHRISH for 
all ſalvation and happineſs, the ſoul rejecteth and 
putteth away from itſelf every thing that keepeth 
it at a diſtance from Cyz1sT. All confidence in 
our own ſtrength, endeavours, works or privi- 
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legen, er in any human: or, worldly helps, fu: 
cours, or endowments, for our ſalyation and | bap- 
Pl ineſs, becauſe ſuch confidences are inconk 
with true faith in Chxisr. I might raultiply 
places of ſcripture to ſhew what a ſel f-emplying 
grace faith is; caſting out all other confidences 
from the ſoul, and getting above them to CHa ls, 
as our only ſalvation and happineſs, The 405 
of believing or truſting in Cuni1sT,. on Gor D 
through CnrIsT, ſhew this, ſuch as fleeing to the 
Lord to hide us, Pal. cxliii. 9. making our refuge 
in the ſhadow of his wings, Pal. Ivii. 1. Raying ours 
ſelves upon the Lord, Ifai. I. 10. and the like, 
(2) Faith hath: a natural tendency to. diſpoſe and 
ſtrengthen the ſoul for the practice of holinek. 
Thoſe that with a due affection firmly delieye on 
CHRI5T for the free gift of all his Sehenden, þ 
find by experience that they are carried forth by 
that faith, according to the meaſure. of it, to love 
Gop heartily, becauſe he hath loved them firſt, 
1 Jobn i iv. 19. — To praiſe him, and pray unto 
him, in the Name of CarIsT, Epbeſ. v. 20, 
To love all the children of Gon, out of love to 
their heavenly Father, 1 John v. 1. — To be p . 
tient with chearfulneſs under all afflictions; ; giv 
ing thanks to the Father that hath called. them to 
his heavenly kingdom and glory, Coloſ. i i. 11, 1 
and to give up themſelves to live to CHRIS in 
all things, as conſtraining by! bis dying. love and 
redeeming grace, 2 Cer. v. 14. | 
We have a cloud of witneſſes concerning the 
excellent works that are * uced by faith, Heb. 
xi. 
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xi. Ahd. though trafting o on Cantor be accounted 
foe a ficht and contemp tible thing, "yet Ine 

work of obedience Lich it is "7 able to FL 
TIN further, note the excellent mannet of. 
working. by faith. "By. it we live and a& in "all 


holy obedience to Gov, as people i in Cunrer: 


partaking of him and his falvation ; doing all 
things in his Name and by his ftrength, Cl 
ii. 17. This is the practice of that powerful 
manner of living to Gon in holineſs which is pe- 
culiar to the Chriſtian religion; wherein we live, 
jet not we, but Chriſt liveth in us, Gal: ii. 20. and 
ho can imagine any way lite this for the attain- 
ment and practice of godlineſs, which is made 
known unto us by CRISs r in the goſpel . 

The deſeription bere given of the nature and 
office of true faith, is ſufficient to evidence that i it 
is a moſt. boly ; faith, Jude 20. Such a truſting on 


CHRIST as | hath been deſcribed, in its own na- 


ture, cannot have any tendency to licentiouſneſs; 
but is far more powerful: to ſecure an holy prac- 
tice than any of thoſe falſe confidences or reſolu- 
tions of obedience, which ſome would have to 
be the great conditions of our Salvation; which 
are, in truth, no better than hypocritical acts, if 
they be not produced by this faith. There is in- 
deed a dead counterfeit faith, which evil-doers may 
have; and if that tend to licentiouſneſs, let not 


true faith be blamed ; but rather obſerve the de- 


ſcriptions that hath .been given of it, that you 
my" not t be deceived — a falſe faith inſtead of 
Es 0 


— 


»26 Directiem for. the fuſed 4 go. 1 


it; remembering al way s, that a true faith 4 
rifieth the Son of Ben in his nature U * 
22. Abaſeth the pride of human fiatur —3-.R 
verenceth the goſpel of Cunts rg. ig! produ- 
eech holineſs of heart and life®; .. e 
o_ hirdly, The holy Spirit of Gov is che effcien 
cauſe of this excellent grace, and of our union 
with CHRIST by it: whereby it may appear that 
it is not ſo {light and mean a way of Salvation ay 
ſome imagine. The author and finiſher of o 
faith, and of. our union and Fur dr, favs 
Car1sT by faith, is no leſs ite Hirt 
of Gov himſelf, © By one Na we. ; are. all 
« baptized into one body of Canter, and arg 
&« all made to drink into one Spirit, 1 1 Cor. Xii. 
&« 12, 13. Gop granteth us, according to .the 
6 riches of his glory, to be ſtrengthned with all 
2 wirbt by his Spirit i in the inner man, .th 
Cnnisr may dwell in our hearts by faith,” 
E Epbeſ. iii. 16, 17. If we do but conſider the 
_ dignity and excellence of this new-ſtate in Crrigr 
Ixsus, that by it we are raiſed abous our natural 
condition, by Cnxlsr and his Spirit living i in tun 
we cannot rationally conceive, that it ſhould. be 
within the power of nature to do any thing that 
advanceth us ſo high. If Gon had done no more 
for us in our ſanctification than to reſtore us to 
man's original holineſs, yet this could not have 
been done without putting forth his own almi 
power to quicken thoſe who are dead in fin; how 
much more is his e power I= grace] ver 
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: * Theſe are the excellent Mr Heavar' $ 2 of true faith, 


07 ey ITT 
* 


nnn 


* 


8 * 


9 
- 


<< << 60a 59e © 7M 


R 0 oy 2 T8 
enjoyed? 56 "The en of Gow, 
Cunasn,, are born, not. of 


4e blood, nor of 2 will of the fleſb,- nor of the 
« will of man, but. of God,” John i. 12, 13, for 


ue are bis workmanſbid, created i in Cnxler Jann 


to good works, Epbeſ. 1 i. S „ N 158 
For the accompliſhing of this great work of 
our new creation in Ane the 19155 of Gor 


if the er ſhould come to us in word only, 
and not in the power of the Holy Ghoſt, Paul 
might plant, and Apollos water, without any ſuc- 
ceſs, 1 | Theſſ. i i. 5. We ſhall never come to CHRIS 
by any teaching of man, except we alſo hear and 
Wa of the Father; and be drawn to CRS T by 


his 8 j > Job 2 vi. 44, 45. and when ſaving faith 
is vou ht In us, the ſame divine Spirit enableth 
us to hald fat our profeſſion in Onur; or elſe 


our faith would be like the morning cloud, or 


early dew, which foon paſſeth away. So that in 
the beginning and progiets of this union ang! fel- 
lowſhip with Cxr1sT, none of the glory of this 
work belongeth to faith, but only to CHAISsT and 
his Spirit: And indeed true faith is of ſuch an 
humble felf-denying nature, that it aſcribeth no- 
thing that it receiveth zo itſelf, but all' to the 
grace of Gop; and therefore Gop faveth us by 
faith, that all the glory may be given to his own 
free grace,” Rem, iv. 16. As ti. 12.— Neverthe- 
lefs, „ without the exerciſe of faith, we cannot 
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Kno or enjoy. this. union with C © "0 EY and. 
comfort. of it; nor perform any other. dujies 
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(5) Heving receiuad Gian Iseus by faith mall 
nao longer according to pour old natural ſtate, or 


the principles and means of practice that belong 
unto it; but only according. to that new 1 
do vou enjoy through faith in wgre 

- Jive 10 continue and een e, Hh 4" 3 


"FT his dissen is little 3 chan an ihuttra. 
tion and enlargement of the two former; wherein 
the manner of living by faith on CHRIST for all 
holineſs and ſalvation, hath been explained and 
enforced: but as theſe directions contain the 
principal ſcope of the whole treatiſs ; and are of 
ſuch unſpeakable importance for the ſucceſsful 
practice of Chriſtian duties, | they * are here ly 
Jarged on.] 

For the explaining this direction, obſerve, Tha 


the principles and means of practice belonging to 


a natural ſtate, are ſuch as perſons do or may at- 
tain, and make uſe of before they are in Cnkier 
by faith: — Such as belong properly to the nw 
ſtate, are the manifold holy endowments, privi- 
leges and enjoyments which we partake of in 
CnnIs T by faith. So that the manner of practice 
here directed to, conſiſts in moving and guiding 
ourſelves, in our chriſtian converſation, by goſpel 
een and means. This is the great and ex- 

1 cellent 
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. 81 — A lin- 
cellent art of godlineſs, in which . Chirifia 
ſhould ſtrie to be ſkilful and "expert. — Same 
worldly arts art called hHeries; 
this ſpiritual art of godlineſs is, ber en. 


verſy, a great myſtery, becauſe it is a way of 


living and acting in ſpiritual things, be the 
reach of natural wiſdom and ſtrength- 4 
-. (x) Stir up and ſtrengthen yourſelf to e 

the duties of holineſz, by a firm perſuaſion of your 
enjeyment of Js us CHRIST, and all ſpiritual and 
everlaſting bleflings through him. Set not your- 
ſelves; upon the petformances of Chriſtian duties 
wich any prevailing thoughts or conceivings, that 
you are without an intereſt in CHñRIST, and the 
love of Gop through him; under the curſe of 
Gop's law, the power of Sin and Satan; having 
no better: portion than this preſent world; no 
better ſtrength than what conſiſts in the purpoſes 


and reſolutions of your pwn free- will. While 
ſuch thoughts as theſe prevail and influence your 


actings, it is evident that you walk according to 


the principles and practices of your old natural 


ſtate; and you will be moved thereby to yield to 
the Fe of Sin and Satan, and to withdraw 
yourſelves from Gon and godlineſs,'as Adam, from 


the conſciouſneſs :of his own guilty nakedneſs, 
ſought to hid himſelf from God, Gen. iii. 10. There - 


fore, your way to an boly practice is, to conquer 
and expel ſuch. unbelieving thoughts, by triſting 


canfidently. on CHRIST, and living in the firm per- 
ſuaſion that his righteouſneſs, ſpirit, ſtrength. and 
"_ ang; all his ſpiritual benefits are yours, 
i „ through 
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mandments. If Chriſtians knew their own ſtrenp th, 


130 * FW Tn 
SrSugn bi; aud that be dwdlleth) in you; a 
you itt birt, by an Dely uni aft fenen "Ti 
de might of this confidence vou fhall ee 
ſaccefefulyi to the pei ce” of holy dütes 
and" you” will be firong "agaililt Sin and Satz, 
and able to do all things through Crixror that 
liveth in vou And ſtrengthene h you: This con- 
fident perſuaſion i is of great to the right 
diſpofing our Hearts to walk according to dur new 


ſtate in EH IIS r Irs Us; and che life of faith much 


conſiſteth in it. From whence alſo it emihently 
appeateth, that falth is not only as à hand to r- 
crtve Ouk Is, but alſo to work by him; and che 
great means of our Sanctificatin. 

It is a rule of common prudence in all worldly 
conditions; that every one ſhould know and well- 
conſider his own flate'; that he neither act ſor - 
didly below it, nor proudly above it. If the fame 
rule were obſerved in ſpiritual things, doub 
the knowledge and perſuaſion of our e e In 1 | 
CRI would more elevate the hearts of believers: 
above all ſordid ſlavery to their luſts, and enlarge 


1 


them to run chearfully the ways of God's com- 


better, they would enterprize greater things fe 
the glory of Gop: and for want of this, the boch 
verſation of believers falleth ſo far below their 
holy and heavenly calling. Partieularly, you' 
muſt ſtedfaſtly believe the doctrine of the emiſſion 
of ſins for yourſelf ; that you are reconciled 'to- 
G op, and have acceſs into his favour by the 
precious blood of CHRTs T, and that he is your. 
© of 3 Father 
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* in our, affeftions 
10 all. holy — 2 — evil 25 
conſcience, whereby, we. judge that Gop is. aur 
enemy, and that his juſtice; is engaged a 
to our everlaſting condemnation, by reaſon of our 
ſins, doth: ſtrongly maintain and increaſe the do 
minian of Sin. and Satan in us; even to bring the 
ſoul to hate Gon and, godlineſs ; to wiſh. that 
there were no Gon, no heaven, no hell, ſo we 
might eſcape the puniſhment we fear for our ſins, 
It ſo diſaffecteth people toward Gon, that they 
cannot endure to think, or ſpeak, or hear of him, 
his holy nature and law, but ſtrive rather to put 
bim out of their minds by fleſhly pleaſures and 
worldly employments; Cor elſe to go on in a dull 
o courſe of duties, without any vi- 
gour, love or ſucceſs. 1 Slayiſh fear may extort 
ſome hypocritical performances from us, ſuch as 
that of Pharach in letting the Mraelites go, fore 
againſt his will; but the religion of the goſpel 
cannot be praQiiſed. without leve; and this muſt 
be produced by an apprehenſion of Gop's love 
and. goodneſs toward us. We love him, be- 
e cauſe he firſt loved us, x John iv. 18, 19. All 
the goodneſs. and excellency of Gop's nature 
cannot render him an amiable object to us, ex- 


cept we apprehend him an agreeable good 10 ws; - 


for the devils know more of 


and 
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| to love, Jam. ii. 19.— If we walk as — 
are yet wholly to ſeek for the procurement of the 
favour of Gon; and an intereſt in CMS, from 
whoſe fulneſs all holy endowments are obtained 
it is manifeſt that we walk according to our 4, 
natural ſtate, as thoſe: that would procure: ſalvn⸗ 
tion by our carnal works and obſerrances, in. 
ſtead of living altogether on CHRIS r by: faith; 
and ſhall never obtain holineſs in that way. The 
true manner of living by faith in C RIS, is to 
conſider, therefore, what endowments, privi- 
leges and properties of your zew:/tate are moſt 
meet and forceable to 3ncline' and ftrengthen your 
heart to love Gon above all, to renounce all fan; 
and to give up yourſelf to univerſal: obedience to 
his commands; and ſtrive to walk in the perſun- 
ſion of them, that you may attain to the practice 
of theſe great duties. . David loved the Ga 1 
* becauſe he was perſuaded that he was his 
« ſtrength, his rock and fortreſs, his Gop, and 
* the horn of his Salvation,” Pſal. xuiii. 1, 2. 
And Paul declared, that the ( dying love of CHRIS r 
„ conſtrained him to live unto his glory and 
„ praiſe,“ 2 Cor. v. 13—15.—I have joined theſe 
together, beeauſe the ſame powerful means which 
produceth one inſtance of true obedience, will 
produce all others, Jam. ii. 11. — For example, 
would you draw nigh to G o D acceptably in re- 
_—_— worſhip — would you perform the great 
| ny 
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ee. kindneſs; towards you, according 
forſake you, and will cauſe all things to work: 


J⁊B³ WES ESE SY 


derer 3 3 eber 1 
nter in CAL H and his Salvation j f Gd 


to bis promiſes 3 that he will never fail you nh 


together for the beſt unto you. Thus will yon 


be ſtrong and courageous in his ſervice ; whereas, 
if you live in a meer ſuſpence of your intereſt in 
theſe. privileges, you will be ſubject to earnal- 


fears, and carking cares, in deſpite of your heart; 


and be prone to / turn aſide from Gon to an arm 
of ſteſh though your conſcience plainly reproye 
you for idolatry in ſo doing. Would you be 


ſtrengthened to ſubmit to the hand of Gon with 
a chearful patiance, in bearing any afſlictiens, and 


death itſelf; the way to fortify yourſelves; is to 
know and believe the privileges of your new ſtate; 


that CHRIST is Jour ſtrengtn and gain, in life 
and death; that his grace is ſufficient for you, 
and his merey ever nigh unto you; and that he 
will at laſt make you more than conquerors over 


all evil, Nom. viii. without theſe perſuaſions du 


will be prone to fret and murmur under your 


afflictions, and tq; uſe indirect means to deliver 


yourſelf, notwithſtanding the cleareſt 1 
to the contra. 4165 


In the ſame way you are to . 55 i to | 
all the duties, of your ;wer/dly fate and chriftian, 


n ic acting in the; perſuaſion of ſuch privi- 


leges 
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ln your dae Wen a peculiar force. 
encourage and ſtrengthen, you for the; per- 
formance of e Thus the that. 
you are members of Oun is, the temples of his. 
Spirit, citizens of beaven, children of the day, 
not of the night nor of darkneſs; theſe perſuaſiong. 
will mightily diſpoſe you to abſtain from all fleſhly 
and worldly luſts, and every thing that is below 
your chriſtian ſtate and dignity to practice; and to 
walk in love towards your fellow - chriſtians and all 
men. By this manner of living your hearts will 
be comfotted and eſtabliſhed in every good word 
and work; and yqu will gtow in holineſs, * 
yu attain to perfection in CHT Es. 
(2) If you endeavour to grow, in grace, and 
in all holineſs, truſt affuredly that Gon will * 
able you, by this manner of walking, to do ven 
thing that is neceſſary for his glory, and your, oy 
Talvation and happineſs ; and- that be will grace, 
oufly accept of that obedience, through Cnaisr, 
which you are enabled to perform, according ta 
the meaſure of your faith, though you offend. in 
many things, and fall ort of many others, as to 
degrees of holineſs and high acts of obedience: 
And therefore attempt not the practice of reli ion 
in any other way, though you cannot yet attain; to 
thoſe degrees of holineſs wh IM are ſeeking | 
after in this way. © 
This is a neceſſary inflating: to eltablim us 
in the life of. faith, that the ſenſe of our.manifold 
failings and defects may neither move us to deſpair, 
or to return to the uſe of carnal principles. and 
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Mark iv. 26—32. nns r will not tolerate 


their ſtrength," Matt. ix. 14— 17. We are not 


e are to know; that thowgh th the law re 


tion. 
alen of us the Utmoſt perfection of hone 9 


yet the goſpel maketh an allotounte for our if 
mities, and CunISr will accept of that obedience” 
which our weak faith can attain to by his grace. 

We receive indeed perſect CRI by faith, but 

the meaſure and degree of enjoying him aid his 

benefits is imperfe&t; and we hope Kill, fo Jong 
as we ure in this world, to enjoy him in an higher 
degree of perfection. The kingdom of heaven, 
or the grace of CHRIST within us, is compared 
to Jeaven hid in meal; to a grain of muſtard ſeed, 


and a corn of Wheat ſown in the ground, which 


do not immediately grow to the fulneſs of their. 
power and influence; but ſpring forth in 4 Pro. 
greſſius manner, until they come 0 ' maturity, 


any evil tempers or practices in his fervants, yet 
he is very mercifuf to zear with and forgive the 


failings of them that deſire to obey bim ſincerely. 
His tender love and care over his people i is like a 


good ſhepherd, << who gathereth the lambs with | 


ce his arm, and cartieth them in his boſom, x 


“ gently leadeth thoſe that are with young,” Jai. 


xl. 11. He impoſeth no duties upon his ſervants 
which their ſpirits are unfit for, and are above 


therefore to deſpiſe the day of ſmall things; but 
to . Gov that he Worketh in us any thing 
that 
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8 nen | 
will, anctify us thraughout, and bring us at laſt 
to the perfection of holineſs and berrir ere 


perfection of CyrIsT's.merits,; or the power 


doth this! deſtroy 'the; conſolation of 1 


the luſtings of ther fleſtt againſt the ſpirit are me 
ſins, becauſe the moſt perſect in this ſiſe are not 


ü — 


in bly fats ping 


J88us:Cunisr our Lord, 4 4147+ Ties 8? 65 Ane 


We are not to think chat this 41 | 2 


0D's. ſervants doth derogate from the ſulneſs 
his Spirit, ſeeing-CHRIST never intended that we 


| ſhould enjoy his ſpiritual benefits any farther than 


we are in him, and enjoy him by faith. 


nnter; 3 for. thereby they may know chat they 
have the perfection of grace wt nen 


Enly in CRRIS T. % ke % 945 6 248 10 


„This inſtruction is alſo uſeful-to devine Jus 


falling into the error of thoſe; who affert that per- 
fact bolineſs may be attained in this life. Aner- 


ror which hardens people in ſin, and cauſeth them 
to call evil good, rather tlan acknowledge their 
own infirmities; · as the Papiſts do, who ſay, that 


without them. At alſo diſcourageth thoſe that 
labour after holineſs in the right way, by faith in 
CHRisT, and cauſeth them to think that they 
lahaur in vain, begauſe they ſtill find themſelves 
far from perſe gion. And whatſoever good works 
the doctrine of perfectioniſts may iſerve ta pro 
mote, I am ſure, it hindereth a great part of! that 


work which CHRIST would. have us employed int 
as long as we live in this world; ſuch as growth 


in eee ene and godly ſorrom. * 
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themſelves to be in ſuch a ftate of perfection that 


re barhoftly for the wie of fn 
being pobr in ſpirit working our bur Salvation” 
with fear and trembling ; and the like. — Theſe 
are works Which "they account unſuitable! for 
them; nnd Klint they have no longer need of 
CHRIS “himſelf to be their ſpiritual phyſician 
and advocate with the Father, and propitiation 
for their fings. therefore they. are not fit to be 
members of the Church on earth; and: ate never 
likely to be members of the Church in heaven; 
except they elimb wu thither og ney than 
the Goſpel: directs. "Tn OG. Ys 
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(6) Endeaveur diligently. to make. a. rigbt ufe "of all 
means appvinted in the word of. $0 m; for the, 
obtaining and practiſing holine Way 
ff believing. in CHRIST, and walking in bins | 

. according, to your new-ſtate, by faith... IRA: 


Firſt, Although all holineſs is efeQually. at- 
tained. by the life of faith in Curr; yet the 
uſe of any means appointed- in the word: of Go Dd 
for attaining and promoting holineſs; is not hereby 
made void, but rather eſtabliſned. This is need» 
ful to be obſerved againſt the pride and ignoranee 
of ſome carnal goſpelers, who being puffed up 
with a conceit of their feigned faith; imagine 


they are above all ordinances, except ſinging hal- 
Ei g, alſo againſt the Papiſts, who run 
into the contrary entmme, by heaping together 

a mul- 


| Pr any > age n Te 7 13 | 
x maitde Wind een wit Pons 
never commar ed, neither came they Ft 6 


mind; and — Handler "rhe Proieftant” 


ri 
ee-grice, as if it tend ded. to 27 
all ditigence in religion, and ta breed | up A com- 
PORT oe ee 
We do indeed profels and aſſert, MF a ee ant 
lively faith in CtzrsT is alone ſufficient. and effec- 
tual, through the grace of Gon, to rexyive Criz1s" 
and all his fulneſs, ſo far as is neceſſary in his 
life, for our Juſtification, Sanctifcation Lach Sal- 
vation: But yet we alſo alfext, that ſeveral means 
are appointed of God for the begetting, main- 
taining and increaſing this faith, and the acting 
and exerciſe of it, in order to "the attainment of 
its end. True believers find by experience U 
their faith needeih ſuch helps; and they that t _ 
therafelyes above the need of them, do rejett ue 
counſel of Gon againſt themſelves, * Yet we's 
count no means neceſſary or lawful to be uſed fo 
the attainment of holineſs, beſides thofe render 
appodned b Sen in his word, Matt. xv. Yor © 4 
1: Secondly, The principal thing defigned ; | 
areston is,” the right dane, of uſing all the meat 
of holineſs, according to our new- ſtate b (A, N. 
We muſt uſe them as helps to the life of i in 
its beginning, proprefs and increaſe; and "as in- 
ſudſervient to faith in all its acts and 
exerciſes; taking heed, at the ſame time, leſt we 
uſe them rather in oppoſition than in ſubordination 
to the way of ſanctification and ſalvation'by free- 
moe in Cunts r through faith : and leſt, * 
abule 


8 8 


than helps to our faith.—(1) V 


— . ̃˙ m ˙ , 


neſs in him by goſpel· principles, that ſtrengthen 


ſtrongly bind and urge us te, haly duties, by 
of our obedience, without ſhewing at all how we 


& K. 7 8 F & 


2 


and Neon them. And other means ſome 


Dir. 6, nn 139 
abuſe. of them, they be made a 155 ANCE 


any of the m q 
the grace | of Engisrz 38 
them, as if they Y. were in ves to 
confer grate to the ſoul, by. the. work. that is done 

in the uſe of them, Think not, therefore, that 
you can effeRually., incline. your. heart to the 
practice of holineſs, by any ſuch meang or mo- 
tives as do only ſerve to bind, preſs and urge you 
to the 1 44 of holy duties ; but rather yſe 
ſuch means and practical principles to ſtir you up 
to go to CHRIS ＋ firſt, by faith, that you, may 
be powerfully inclined to the practice of godli- 


and enable . you, as, well as oblige [thereunta, 
There are ſome. practical, principles which do 


ſhewing the re 


ſs, equity and neceiity 


may obtain ſtrength and ability for the perſorm- 
ance af them 3 ſuch, as the divine authority of 
Geb our. Law: giver and: ] Judge; our abſolute 
dependance upon him, and great obligations to 
him; the infinite perfections of Gon, the intrin- 
ſic excellence of virtue; the unſpeakable; Joys of 
heaven, and miſeries of hell, &c. theſe are very 
forceable to work: upon our hearts by frequent, 
ſerious, lively meditation; and thereſore ſome 
think the life of faith conſiſteth «chiefly in our 
living to Gop in. holineſs by a conſtant belief 


alſo 


uſe; ſuch as the picture of 3. de a het, 
walking among the graves, ec. | But tis ß 0 Tot 
that manner df living to Gov which 1 Ar my 


= le 


deſcribes, when he ſaith; I Boe," get Rot; ; þ 


Chrift liveth in me; and the 1 e which F live in the 
fleſh, Ilive bythe faith of the Son of God, 1050 Jos 155 
me, and gave himſelf for me, Gal. ii. 20. If a A 
man make uſe of theſe, and! be like forceabls 
means, to ſtit him up to go to CnRIis-T C or 
Rrength to act holily Iim fübordination to his 
grace] he walketli like one that hath received 
unis as his only life 'þy-falth; 'otherwiſe he 
walketh like other natural men; for by the light 
of nature, eſpecially aſſiſted by ſcripture” light, 
men may be ens to act by theſe principles, 
without any true knowledge 'of the way of ſalya - 
tion by CrnRIsT, and as if CHRIST had never 
come into this world; as in the caſe of the | 
wiſer heathens and others. But the truly bum⸗ 
bled ſinner, that is ſenſible of his own vilenehs 
and deadneſs by nature, will deſpair of ever bring- 
Ing himſelf to holineſs by principles that!only ſhew 
him the nature and neceſſity. of duty; without 
_ affording him life and ſtrength to fulfil it. W 
arè mere obligations to one that is rendered gif: 
eafed and. helpleſs by fin ? While we are without 
ſpiritual life, ſin is the more excited and enraged, 
by preſſing and urging upon the ſoul the obligati- 
ons and commands of God's holy law. The motion 
of fin are by the lau: and fin taking. otcafion by the 
commandment, worketh in ut all: manner f 


* which: ſheweth the exceeding ſenfulneſs. of 


I : our 


pins. the A of Grate: 


our natures, Nom. vii. 5—9. Vet theſe gin - 

principles, and means ate. very good and excellent, 
in the right goſpel uſe of them; as, the Apo 
ſaith of the r that i it is good, if a man uſe it 
lawfully, 1 Tim. i. 8. — (2) Neither may we uſe 
them as works of righteouſneſs, whereby to. procure 
the favour of God, and the ſalvation of Chklsr. 
Thoſe that uſe the means of grace, or any good 
works, as the condition to procure a right and 
title to CHRIST and his, ſalvation, will never be 
able to perform any true obelience "by all ſub ends. 
vours; as hath been ſufficiently ſhewii before . 
— (3) Neither muſt. theſe means be acrounted ſo 
abſolutely neceſſary to Salvation; as if a true faith 
were vdid and of! none effect, when wekreſde- 
barred from the enjoyment of ſeveral of them. 

The holy ſcriptures; with all the means of grace 

:ppojiitel therein, are able to make us wiſe unto 
Salvation no other way than by faith in CurrsT 
Jt sus, 2 Tim, i ili. 15. and therefore our wiſe 
endeaygur muſt be, not to uſe them in any .oppo- 
ſition t the grace of Gop in CHRIST; for Gow's 
ordinances: Ake like the cherubims of glory, made 
with their fades looking towards! the mercy-ſent: 
they are made to guide us to CH RTS for Salva- 
tion by faith alone. If any turn them to another 
uſe it is a, great violation of divine inſtitutibns— 
This right uſe of the means f grace is à point 
wherein many are ignorant, that uſe them with 
great zeal and diligenee: and thereby they not 
onlyloſe Res labour, nhl = Nude teen 
| ; | but 
e See Ch. 3. Dir, 2, and Ch, 3. Dir, 23 
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4 The . 0 the law ef 7 
A e more ordinances of divine wo Ip 
than we do under the goſp 1; but they fell mi- 
ſerably from G O b and CHRIS T, becauſe: the 
weil of ignorante was upon their hearts, - that they 
could 1 not look 0 the end of thoſe N e 23 


«an «as ft w_ Xx << - 


8 SS 4 Dh. 


. FO [nid they ſought Salvation by d ther Ty. A n 
by the faith of CHRIS T, Rom. 9.31, 32. Tl ha 
you may not tumble and fall by the ſame pernicious 
ertor, I ſhall endeavour tb ſhew how the ſeveral 
principal means of holineſs, appointed in the wal 
00 Gon, are rightly to be made uſe of, | 
1. We muſt endeavour. diligently. de yy wth 
wird of God contained in the holy ſcriptures NN 
to improve it to 'this end, that we may be mac 
wiſe unto Salvation, through. faith | in, Cnnz "2 
Jzsvs:' for faith cometh by hearing the word of 
Gov, and receiveth CHRIST as manifeſted in; the 

word. Efpecially you muſt endeavour to En- 
the myſtery 1.0 and of the Father, and of 
CRNIS 7, as it is diſcovered in the zoſpel; 
wherein are kid: all the treaſures of wiſdom and 
knowledge, Cal. ii. 2, 3. Which to know ie 
eternal; and the ignorance of which is death aver 
nal, John xvii. 3. 2 Cor. iv. 3.— You mult en- 
deavour to learn the great perfection and ſpirituul 
purity of Gop's commands, that you may be the 
more convinced of the impoſſibility of being ſays 
by your own works, and be ſtirred up to ſeek 1 un- 
to CHRIST for remiſſion of fin, for purity of _— 
"LT „ 
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3 bre, ee 3 pros 5 . nearer 
to the enjoyment of him. — moſt effeQual 
knowledge. for your, Salvation is to underſtand 
well theſe two . points z. the e ſinfulneſs 
and miſery, of your natural condition, and the 
alone ſufficiency of the grace of Gap in naler 
for your Salvation; that you may be ed. 
your own ſight, and exalted 1 in Cn xis alo! .— 
Vou ſhould alſo learn the true difference between 
the two covenants, the old and the new, or the 
law and the goſpel: that the former ſhutteth us, 
up under the guilt and power of ſing and. the 
wrath of Gop and his curſe, according to 15 
ſentence, Do all the commandments 1 
but“ curſed is every one that faileth i of 
« them.” The other openeth the gates of ok 
ouſneſs and life to all believers, according to the 
gracious, terms of the NEW ee e "Ye. Believe : 
te in the Lord Ixsus Cnnigr, and. thou ſhalt bs 
« ſaved; ” that is, pardon, holineſs, and glory 
ſhall be given to you freely by his Grace and Spi- 
nit. F urthermore, you ſhould learn the go ſpel. 
principles. that youare to walk. by, for the ae 
ment of holineſs in CuzasT ; to which, end. 2 
will be a good proficient. in chriſtian learn 
you get a good underſtanding, ofthe fourth. wha 
eighth chapters to the Romans; where the pawer- 
ful principles of ſanctification are clearly treated 
on, and diſtinguiſhed from thoſe. 
Ke ciples w. 15 N 
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by puning your kno widdgein the pier of Onν⁰ν,νε 
and truſting to it for your Salvation; ac this Ne 


did, who reſted in a form of knowledge, ad 


c the truth in the law, Nom. n. 20 Thus 


chxiſtianz do, who place their religiom und- f 
vation chiefly in the tutoledge of their Lord's will,: 


and in their ability to talk and diſpute vf it, With 
out preparing themſelves to do actording theres 
unto; Who ſhall be beaten with many ſtripes, Lie 
xii, 47 Much leſs are ꝓhu to place your Felon! 


in a daily taſk of reading chapters, and repenting 


ſermons, without underſtanding; as ſad experie 
ſheweth that many ſeemingly devout and frequett 
hearers of the word do, who hotwithftanding ie 
main in lamentable and wonderful ignoraneebf 
the ſaving truths of the goſpel. In whom is ful 
_—_ the prophecy: of -ſaias,”* that in heating 
<« they ſhall-hear, and not underſtand; and infſee- 
ing they ſhall ſee, and not per ceive, "Mair, 
2 14, 15. But if you improve your knowledge 
to live and walk by falth in CHRIST; your:own 
renewed mind (aſſiſted by Gon's word) wil di 
rect you to the knowledge of all other needful 
things; and if in any thing you be otherwiſe 
minded, ene n even n een Phil. 
ili, be” Lt 12 l 88515 
9 4 mem to * Aligendy vſed for 


promoting of a life of faith, is examination bf vu 


1255 d Ways, n to the word. Phat if 
we 
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If ihe Mani of Glaze. : us 
we be tu a fits of fi and. wrath De mer 

an 78 and. zome ne g 
phyſiciarly' While it is calſed to day ; and if we be 
jn a Rats af grace abd ſalvation, we may knew 
hat we are of the truth, and aſſure our hearts 
before God with the greater confidence, by the 
teſtimony of a ood conſcience before him, 1 Job 
3 19, 21. That fo our hearts may be. more 
ſtrongly coraforted dy. ith, .and eſtabliſhed - in 
every good work. 

But your great carein n this work of 883 
tion muſt be to perform it in. ſuch a manner that 
it may not hinder and deſtroy the life of faith, as it 
doth in many, inſtead © of promoting it. Therefore 
beware leſt you | | truſt. upon your ſelf-examination 
rather than upon .CirIST ; z as ſome. do, Who 
think. they have made their peace with Go p, 
merely becauſe! they have examined themſelves 
upon. their ſick-bed, or before the receiving of 
the Lords-ſupper ; Who, though they find them 
ſelves guilty and vile, do. not depend upon CHAT T 
to make them. better, but! on their ous eee 


. 


with the. 2pprehenſion that though your late hr 
noto bad, it muſt therefore needs remain ſo. This 
is a common and pernicious error, which makes 
people unwilling to know the worſt of themſelves, 
and defirous to think themſelves hetter than they 
are, leſt they ſhould fall into utter-deſpait.. War 
ſtiould rather begin this work with the aſſur 
that though you may at preſent find your bent - 
HK nerer 
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neuer ſo, wicked and. reprobate (as many 225 | 
dear | EO) le have bound) yet. 3 hgh . D 
open for you, and that G will Sertainly are 
you for erer, if you now, truly embrace Fog a 
tion in Grin 18 Ixsus. So that though you cane. 
not find that you have any true faith or -holineſs,. 
yet, ik you now © 'belicye on him that ju ſtißeth 
ce the ungodly, it mall be accounted to van: tor 
«© Fighteouſhefs,” Rom. Ws: £5: comin on i | 
Again, If you have any fo to Cunier and 
your own ſoul, miſpend not your time in examin - 
ing whether you have committed the anpardanable. 
fon. againſt” the Holy Ghoſt, except it be with. the 
full purpoſe to aſſure youtſelf more and more that 
you are. not guilty thereof, for this will but harden 
ybu the more in unbelief. For your relief under 
this apprehenſion reſt aſſured. of this, 1 Ss Si | 


ee 's none. that think or fear they. have this: fin, | 
- Have ever truly guilty of it web BaxTER, whe. 


8 


; Nor let the iſſue of the trial depend upon n your 
knowledge of the time'when, or means by which 
you were firſt conyerted to the faith; though chat | 
is good to know too, if it may be; and in them 
that are converted from great ignorance or un⸗ 
godlineſs, is often diſcernable. Vet many { ſin⸗ 
cere believers may be in great meaſure i ignorant « of | 
them, eſpeeially 'thoſe who have been trained up 

religiouſly, and Known the holy ſcriptures, HF | 
their childhood, 2 Tim. 1 iii. 1 5. At the f. 1 e, 
mers e {Re hit : Geoxive their, e Ty 3 5 4 
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_ which they were converted; and make Tat; 4 


eourſes f the voting ef Gen UgBon their carts} 
and are prone d te- Kk nA ffs8ly; Wält Paiftt 


glory ing, of their on experlencẽs; When, Ut". 


laſt; alf their experiences art not füffckänt c Er. 
dence that they ever attuihed to the leaſt meaſute 


| e ſaving faith. FF #3095 4 Int lit ein a 


That we may, therefore, Helther: aue con- 1 
demn of Juſtify ourſelves hy proceeding on in/uffci- 
ent evidences, let us examine outſelves by the inſe. 
porable properties of à true ſaving faith, fuch as 
theſe; 1. Are we made throughly ſenſible f our 
ſinfulneſs, and of the deadneſs and miſery of our na- 
turalſtate, ſo as to deſpair abſolutely of ever attaiti- | 


ing to any ri ghteouſneſs, holitieſs; or true happineſs | 


while we remain in it? . Are the eyes of bur un- 
derſtanding enlightened to ſee the ſauitableneſi iand! 


_ excellency of CHRIST, and the alone ſufficiency} 


and all-fufficiency: of his grace for our ſalvation ?' 
3. Do we prefer the enjoymeiit of him 250 
all things, and deſire it With our whole heart; a8 
our only happineſs, whatſoever we may ſaffer for 
his ſake? — 4. Do wei'defire With out Whole 
heart, to be delivered from the power and Pracrite 
of fin, as well as from the wrath of Gov, and 


ah 


the pains of hell? — 5. Do our hearts cõme to 


Cunts, and lay hold on him for ſalvation, dy 
truſting him ozly, and endeavouring to truſt on 
him confidently, notwithſtanding all the fears and 
doutbs that aſſault us? If you find in yourſelf a- 
faith that hath theſe properties, though ſmall as 

2 _ grain 
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—— and e it more and more, Acad 
walk worthy of it, — Von ſhould alte examine” | 
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a grain of muſtard-ſeed,, and oppoſed with much . 


unbelief, and many corruptions in N = 
nay ' fafely e are in @ flats 9 fat: | 


fruits of your faith, and try whether you can few 
your faith by your works,” as we are taught, 25 
il. 18. that ſo you may get ſuck clear evidences o 
your ſineerity, as may - eee and el 
your: doubts; - =o! 44. 210900 106 = 
3. Meditation on the-woed of Gov [and divine 
things) is of very great uſe: and advantage. for the 
attainment and practice of holineſs, chrough fafth 
in Enns T. It is a duty whereby the ſoul doth 
ſee and ruminate upon the word as its ſpiriuat 
food, and digeſteth it, and turneth it into nou- 
riſhment, whereby we are ſtrengthened” fot every 
good work. Our ſouls are ſatisfied there! ich, 
as with marrow and fatneſs, when we rethems 
iber Gop upon our beds, and meditate on hi 
& in the night- watches. E.,. 1xiti. 5, 6. The 
new nature may well de called the mind, Rom. 
vik 25. becauſe it livethi and acteth by main : 
and meditating on ſpifitual things Therefore it 
is a duty to be practiſed at all times, day. and 
night; Pfal. i. 2. even in our ordinary employ: 
ments, at bome and abroad. An habitual Know- 
ledge of Gop's word will not profit us, without 5 
an aQive' minding it by frequent meditation. 
Some think that much NY of the word is 
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' not needful Leun people are already brought 
obe knowledge: of Woſe things! wich! cencern 
1 that theic Fpiriqual life is maintained and increaſed 
; by often minding the ſume word ; and therefore 
7] new-born babes, they, deſire the ſincere mili Va 
. word, that they may grow thereby, 1 Pet. ii. 2. 
F Here our great concern lies in practiſing ie 
1 duty! in ſuch a manner that it may promote, and 
_ not oppoſe the life of faith. (1) The end of our. 
17 meditation muſt not be mere Jpeculation-and: inet 
8 ldge of the truth, but rather the vigorous preſling 
1 it upon our conſciences, and the ſtirring up o 

ad hearts and affections to the practice of i it: and 
iy this end you muſt take fpecial care to act 1 


1s in your meditation, and mix the. word of, GOD 
* grace wien zit, or elſe it will not profit you, Hal. 
iv, 2, — (2) We muſt not rely upon che per- 
formance-of a daily taſk of medi 8 A work. 
' of righteoufne/a for che procurement of the favour. 
of Gov, inſtead of relying on the rightegufnefs 
of CunazT ; as. many are prone to do, WhO batek 
at every raw rather than to truſt along to the, 
free grace: of Gop in Curr J=svs. for their 
ſalvation. — (3) Neither muſt we imagine, as 
ſome great maſters in the art of meditation do, 
that we -can bring our hearts effeQually to the 
love of Gop and. practice of holineſs and virtue, 
merely by working in ourſelves ſtrong apprehen- 
lions of Gop's infinite perfeftions of power, wiſe, * 

* juſtice and Holineſs, &c. of the reaſonable- 
ny neſs 
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150 Direttions for: the ebe 2 aig, 
els; and equity of Gon's laws and the unſpeak- 
able importance of n future ſtates; and ethes like. 
Meditation on ſuch things as thefe isl inderdb very 
aſeful to impreſs upon our conſcienees our obli- 
gations to holy duties, and to move us to go cby 
faith to CHRIS for ſtrength to ꝓerform them; 
and thereby the quickening Spirit is miniſtred to 
us, who is able to build us up, and give us an 
inberitance among all them which, are ſanctifted, 
Pam i. 16, And by thus brholdingy ot in a gleſi, 
the glory f the Lord, ide :are\changed- into the fm 


. iti 18. „ 4 Yah 4.13516; % 1 
This kind of meditation i is yk anddelightly! 
to thoſe: who are guided ton it by the Spirit nof 
faith; and it neęds not the help of ſuch artificial 
5 methods as Ahe. vulgar cannot eaſily learn. „Vou 
may let ygur thoughts run in it at Hberty, with - 
zout confining -them, to: any rules of art and1by 


4 — 2 performing this duty upon goſpel=principhes] 


vou will fnd you ſouls:much enlivened and:ren- 
Ache with the grace of. Gon; which cannot be 
effected by any other kind. of meditation, though 
it be never ſo ee eee Aframed 
| eee te the ur d ardz3z® 75 137 $5 i TTY 
4, The 8: crament of Baptiſm. muſt needs be:of 
"great uſe to promote the life. of faith, if it be 
made uſe of according to its nature and jinſtitu- 
tion 3 becauſe it is a ſeal of the .righteouſrieſs 
ol faith,“ as circumciſton anciently was, Rum. 
f .  Butghes we muſt take heed (1) Hof making 


„ 45 4 it 


cifion 3 wen tte by no Ae, L ii 13. 
So long as thou thus continueſt in the abuſe 6f 


that holy ordinance, Chr ſhall profit you nothing. 
| Chrift'is become of no. Mer unt you 3- ye. are fallen 
from grace, Gal: v. 2, 4+ — (2) Beware alſo of 
mäking an idol of Baptiſm, and putting it i ih 
place of CHRIS Tg as the Papiſts do, who hold 
that it conferceth grace by the very work that is 
performed in the adminiſtration of it; and as 
many ignorant people do, that truſt rather on 
_ | their Bapein than on CRIS rz like the Phari- 
fees, Who placed their conſidente on Circumciſion, 
And other eternal privileges, bil. iii. 4 5, we 
ar to know that Go is not well-pleaſed with 
many that are; baptiz ed, 1 Gar, x. 2, F. and the 
time will come when he will punilh. the! baptized 
2 with the as ogy even CIO TL; x | 


5 Church, f e Curr age Fw 820 
Wichſtanding alt their faith in Cn. 
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8. v. 6,7 ITE a 0 h 1 
2 e modus 


Obſerde Wicker. W it is not fu to * 
dhe perffeibus e errors of thoſe that 555 fs g 5 
. contrary 1 to its Inffitution ; but y ou muſt ; zal b 
An nt in 77 proving it to the — fr, hi ch, 
Was inftituté ed. Here ler Me e defire. you, ſeric wud 
46 b pat the queſtio! on to "yourſelves, . what good uft 
d you make of be aptilm ? how. often o Sm de go 
you think Upon it! 7 It i is to be feared 


Þ Title think upon, their, own bapti 
to make 4 due im ei of 775 612 27 ud 
1 


more profit to weir Fouls th than 


deen baptized: yea, heir fig 1 1s | the more | Nur 
ated, by Ent ich an Gs Ince. | 


fle, upon it, apr 
14 ion to oui Ives, Ya V5 * = 
e tized 4s XI m What bleflings doth this 


ordinance” ſeal to us? What 5 —.— doth. 1 
lay upon us? That we may ſtir up and ſtrengthen 


ourſelyes, by our baptiſm, to lay hold on the 


grace ar ſeals unto us, and to fulfill i its en 
zxents. We ſhould often RS we 


Re ry 4 12 


- 
* 3 * 
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Gt ad n 
oF 14'S n 1 SE Ges ; 
ee r HARI en 


4 fell ky ad 1 1 
: 1. Wo 80 JE FEE: 
from whence we may obſerye, that 2 Liligentim- 
prorement r Yhis ordinance” muſt 2 ; 
Ha ware, Yee te CEE 

Fu The Bacfament of the "Lords, upper. i 18 255 
pointed as fpititual feaſt t nouriſh our, Faith, 
and ts Rithetherr us to Wal in All tick, by 
Chir living and wotkitle in . us. The chief 
excellency And advants ge. this ordinance 3 18, 


that it is not duty 4 ure "aj re ſemblance of. pur. 
living Upon u Eicified Saviour, and to put us ip 
ind of the ſpiritual bleſſings wherewith, we. are 
bleffed" in C1 dier but i it is alſo a mean 1 


int Whereby Go». doth” really exhibit and 
pive fort CHAT and his Salvatiog,;to.trae en 
liebers, And whereby? he doth fig, up and ſtrengthen 


believers to Fee and fee Carr 
preſent aRitips. of faith, while they” artake of _ | 


CP UELats 'of Erea and ? ins; and are 
thereby really "unjted't to > him by 1 bis Spirit, as the 
food Which We eat and ind b I ited to gur dor | 
dies, Fobn vi. I Cor. x. 16. 25 than this can 

be meant when Carer Gth, T ele, eats ind 
this is my body, this 7 76 iny blog ' given for zou, 
for you, &c.. Luke xxil. 19, 20. This makes. 3, 


* 


to bea loye-token, , worthy of that ardent affection 
H 5 towards 


E Anas "the eee 
| 22 2 t. ar dl time hb vas adeut 
his. liſe for ust And this is diligently 
eee i "wb, wing naked cab right A. 
Provement . of this ordinance,” and tecclue che 
ing benefits of it. One reaſon why many do 
Ble egen and ſeldom partake of this ordinatiee, 
pd Ha ittle benefit by it, is, becauſe they falſely 
"Imagine that Gen in it only ſets before ug che 
mod fins and reſemblance! of CAA 16 7 and. his 
Salvation, which they think are plainly ænongh 
Held forth in ſcripture; | whereas if they-under- 
Iod that Gop doth really give Cunts himſelf, 
with thole- ſigns and reſemblances, they would 
prize it as a moſt: excellent feaſt, and be:defirous 
10 partake of it on all opportunities, Als ii. 42 ͤ-— 
Another reaſon why many: Chriſtians ſeldomi or 
never partake of this ordinance, and knoyllittle 
of ke denefit of it, is, becauſe they think them- 
flves in great danger of eating and drenking ther 
an damnation, 1 Car. xi. 29. therefore they: ac- 
. taunt it the ſafeſt way. wholly to abſtain from 
ficha dangerous ordinance: or at lealt; that once 
or twice a ear is enough to run ſa great aa ha- 
ard. And if they are brought ton it ſometimes 
I by conſtraint of conſcience, their laviſh fears de- 
3 prive them of all comfortable fruit of it : ſo that 
4 inſtead of receiving CRT6 T and his Salvation 
1 therein, they account themſelves to have ſuc- 
r ©ceded well, if they come off without the ſentence 
„ | rig damnation.” But there is no reaſon; why.we 
Wh | ſhould 


2 > 
SALES: = 


o 


8 78 K 


2 4 


gerche⸗ - Evert öf höſe 
draw nent unto G ov. „withont "Azvimh Aer 
the full uſfürance of faith, in this 28 Well 
0 other hilly: ardinamdes; Herb. X. 21 E. 


—— whereby its 


CT OUTS TOTES, 


: 55 api exetcifin}y faith it Cn is; ac ord- 
_ the ney⸗· nature: It o making Known Hole 
en | requeſts 


—— the uſe of all other 


1 8 me f Sate u wal as of this, were it ndt 
| — we have a great 


- 


5 
0 Vin. Ut 
iniquity of our Bly things, — 38. Ui 


us in 


ate other abuſes of this ordinance; "Hike 


vf Ride Sende put k m the be ed ier le 


be procuring of God's favour and othert malte 


iy: that they account faiths not fink 


out it; receiying it, though it be ln 4 
7 manner, upon their ſick beds, Whefi 


ee this feat 6Edeath) is their olf, et 


wo Ravel And the Pa pifts hi ibly | 
wor their döctrige of ttm 
;ther excellent meuns of 701 


Sire, 280d — 2 Ee 
Wen, 9 a7 ae djs, 


nis the meien at be. w. 

, thraugh hom fall the 6 
—— — ally the, medjator. for tha ,acy 
centance of lo MIN Heb - ix. 15» 20 — The 
Spirit of G hom me are rene wed and. 
ſanRiked, i 1 (try of Proper, Zech. xi. 10. He 

is a8 fire kindling holy affcRigns in the ſqul, and 

= 2 Rs _— Gong 1 Gon. | 

, 8 e A 0 | 

g the livipg..3n nf. 


1 1. Pp aig: prog Wos 1 un. er 
we 255 gay ee e 
undaweytal dns which if 
— e, the reſt will be well done, and 
corp aut is; ane e of; worſhip: - 
ps to its; i. Ivi g elt ig the great means - 
re 5 6 faith, and every gther, grace jg exerciſed 
I 7 15 0 e ws. obtain gracg by. 


but ſeyeral times in a day, as morm̃ing und 


a ee few — — — 
— ng 


ed, „ Phe: re e Jew — 
r 
but us the m. 1 „ 
— nay fund in the evil day, Ppbeſevis 
18. It is che means of n nite ne 
likeneſs of Cnnier in holineſs, and making our 
ſpiritual faces to ſhine, as A did whil® he 
talked-with Gop, Brod: xxxiv. 29.— Hende the 
frequent aſa o this. duty is: commended te 3 
praying always, Ephel. vi. 18. not 5 15 


ing ſacrifice, Pfab xcil- 2» or-thrice in che day, 5 
Dauid and Daniel, Pfal. Iv. 13. Dan. vi; xo. This 
ee gerda in our cloſets; | 
Matt, vi. 6. in our families, Al x. 30, 31. and. 1 
on ll ſpecial aceaſians,' Faris ver, 14. and by | 
ſhore: cjaculations that binder not der * | 
Neb. ii. 4. 2 8am. xv. 31. In a word; 'a'Chriftian - : 
ought to give up himſelf eminently to errno | 
without limits, P/al./oix. 4 cxix. 16. | 
But the great work is to — ehis Gitp. 
aright ;- and here we have need to ſay, Lord, 
teach 15 . Luke l. 1. —_—_— ro the: | 
pirit 


* 6 of * — 


* — — ts 
ve are direfted to pray in the: Holy. | 
hi h that you may do, tale theſe rules: th 
il E Werren ore under 
good. thing ve alk 10 prayer for pr yer d 

N bath Pſal. | are 
the theart without. the: mouth, but never hedtech 
the mputh.{acceptably) without the heart, x dum. 
113. Your prayer is odious hypoerify, mocking 
of Gon, and taking his Name in vain, when 
vou utter petitions. for the coming of his king- 
dom, and doing of his will, and yet bare 900 72 | 
| in your heart. This is lying to Gon, and flatter- 
ing with your lips, but no true prayer; and ſd 
Gop takes it, Hal. lcxviii. 36. And you muſt 
have a ſenſe, of your tbants and nec2ſities; and that 
Gon only can ſupply them, 2. ur. Ne 14 
Praying with attention, minding yourſelves Hut 
you pray, or elſe you cannot expect that Go 
ſhould mind it, Dan. in, 3. When you ſay never 
ſo many prayers without underſtanding, attentlofl 
and affection, it is not pruying at all, but ſinning 
and playing the hypocrite; as Papiſts, and other 
ignorant perſons do, who ſay over their forms of 
prayer, not minding at all what they ſay; and 
acoount they haue well diſcharged their duty, 
though their underſtandings and affections were 
not engaged therein; Which is but mere 1 
E ae nn e pro= | 
EA faning 


F $34 


Sq e eee 


3 


oe 
= > ©. > 


« — 


— 

not enough th conelade ur prayeis, wbroiph 
Feſus. Obi or Lords but e. muſt dorhe for 
bleſſings to Gop our beavenly Father, truſt 
only to the righteouſneſs and intereeſſion of 
our elder. Brother; and plead nothing, and'own 
nothing for dur acceptance but him. We muſt 
not plead our on works arrbgantly, 1. 
proud Phariſee, Luta xviii except 4 4. 900 
fruits and rewards of grace, Hai. vit. 3. but 
muſt; approach to Gop with humiliatiom of heart, 
and ſenſe of unworthineſs, Hal. li. with a broke 
ſpirit, and deſpair of acceptance but upon CHAT Ts 
account, Dan. ix. 18. If your enlargements and 
wreſtlings in prayer have been never ſo great, yet 
Without this all is unacceptable.—Contrary to this 
is the. practice of many, who make iduli of theie 
prayers, and put them in the plate of Carry ; 
and think to put off Gon, and ſtop the toütk ef 
conſcience with a few: prayers, and fo to live us 
they: lifts gots bay e e c 

(Von muſt Arine-in projer to fir aß And 
every ſanctifying grace, through faith. Thus your 
ſpikenards will yield their ſmell 3 as wy fors 
row, hope, deſire and love to Gap; [and zeal 
for his eauſe and intereſt in e Vou 
muſt ſeek the Spirit himſelf in the firſt place, 
Lathe xi. 13. and all ſpiritual things, Matti vi. 39." 
_ ing chicfly forworldly things Mews a'worldly” 


elk Tri ® 


* 


| mg rd BI A VAR vingye wr ro 
— 1 8 
— anguiſh 


and —— 1 — Mey". 12 1 
therefore, any ſin lie upon your „ von 
muſt Ar ſtrive to get the pardon of it —.— 
fication, from it i faith that-you wiky' Nft up 
hands, without wrath or WE TDM. I. 
And thus we'ſhall find the- fpirit 8 


mitiery Rom. viii. 26,278 2547 10 whe h on MMO | 


:(4-).You muſt act Faith in prayer; on Ooh 4 
your Father through Currier as your Dab 
for the obtaining all things from him Wich yo” 
deſire ; aͤ far as is neceſſary for your Bulvitioti, ' 
Jam. i. 5 7, 15. This is praying in che nate 


of Euntsr, by the holy Spirit, as the ſpirit of 
Prayer is 


adoption, Gal. ir. 6. Without this, 
lifeleſs and heartleſs,” and a dead cartaſs. 
Gon . to defer long, we muſt not faĩnt or be 


| 370% - diſcouraged, 


„ 1 ood edt ed eld boat Tr” dS SE A toi 


icacy, of prayer, Set 1 work, an you 


Dir. 6 ochre Mean of iv 


= | ie re ede, 


diſcouraged, 


aten ec ee een eee ae" 
Di N 5 1 7 AA * 


tributes, Rim. xiv. 15 14 5 5 On: 
9,. IA, «;The glor ol ele eee 
Ea, eli, 9 — 13. N | | 
ſufficient when the ſoul.is Arr Bling and I wer 
againſt ecrtuptions and danger, and. Paige 
ſpecigl mercies. CHRIST'S moſt excellent bayer 


is made up 


Jobn xvii.—Herein 1i the 


And prevail. 15 


will be po ful 


condemn yourlelf- ſor your! unwarthineſs; but 
muſt not deny that grace which v have received 8 
through EnAIe T5. 48 if vou wore in 4 carnal 


tate, and had, no intereſt in Gov's Salvation 


which hynders. s ptaiſe for grace - tecciyrd in thoſe 
that are already converted. — In Supplications you - 
myſt plea the faithfulneſs and mercy of Gap, &. 
as hath been ſhewn before. = And we muſt make 


uſe of praiſe and thankegiving, to ſtir an. „ 


love, &c, Pſal, cxviii. 23. and xxxiii. 1. 


cially be n in praiſing Gon for the mereies of ' 


you 


2 Ah i 


ef con account, 9925 VI2o. 
ith and duty creby,-- That brief 
;. bave mercy an me, is very; good 
00 be uſed ; but it will not ene entire end 
and uſe of the duty of prayer; as. ſome fazy Cr 


nal people imagine; and ſo harden Shale ſocdcin 


the neglect of the duty. And each of the ſeveral | 


parts of prayer, as adoration, confeſfion ſappli- 
cation, manksgiving, &c. ſhould 1 more or leſs be 
_ [enlarged upon; as the Kate. of the mind 19 85 Mit 
Eumſtances) 'dorequite, © 2 7 

(6) You muſt not s IE babe 
| benny pr files form; ſeeing it is impoſible-thar 
any ſuch forms ſhould be ſo Lethe 4 b flä- 
_ wer and fit all: the varivats condiviors und nbcrf- 
Nties of the ſpul at all times. 1 dv'inoticondetin 


fag TO 


Al forms; it is better to pray by forms thun ngt at 


all : and it is uncharitable to take away'crotches 
- From lame perſons: .yerithe: whole! feripturs is 
- fitteſt to'be'ouriconmipn-prayer-book, reaching 
to all occafions\ and conditions 3 and Au 


you know the principles of prayer, und have a 
:Hvely ſenſe of your Neceſſities, und hearty defire 
a of Go Þ's graces and mercies, you will be able 
to pray without forms, and your affections will 
bring forth words out of the fulneſs of the heart; 
and doubtleſs you may expect the help of the Spi- 

nt ot Go ** 1 Cor. l. 5. Marl xiii; 11. und 


ſpeak to Gov in; [being ie d "words: —1f 


ee 
e os e cm- 
mandeth it in the New T 15 9. 
and there were many pretepts for it under the 
Old, Pal ei. 1. and e. Niger and David cm- 
poſed pſalms, by the Bpirit, to be ſung publicly, 


5 . your: chief end, which is 


2 Sam. xxiii 1, 2. and privately alſo, Pal. xk 3. 
cv. 2. hen. xxix. 30. Other ſongs were alfo 


| -made upon: ſeveral: occaſions, and uſed which 
_  teachethz/that it is lawful for us to do ſo; if they 
be according to the word of Gop, IJ. xNxvili. 


9, 44. Hliny the Heathen is witneſs to the prac- 
_ of #h55:duty among the Chriſtians, ho faith, 
That the Chriſtians uſed to — — 
4 ling their hymne before daylight. Thee 

-ſongacor-bymns may be uſed at all times; eſpeti- 
ally fax h ing or thanlesgiving, Fantv. 3, 


„Aut the right manner of this duty is chiefly co 


be angtadd nd and here, , Reſt not in tie 
melody of the vier, as if that pleaſed G on, h 


. delighteth.only in the mah the bearr, Cobol 


iii. 16. möhben let, the retrehing yohr ſenftecbe 


not u mgſcal fring, but thi-love ef ih heart]" that | 


Hound in the ears of the Zora, faith one of the Fa- 


thers. 2d, You muſt uſe it for the ſame end as 
meditation and prayer; that is, to quicken faith, 

and joy and delight in the Lord, glorying in him, 
Adds xxxi. 25, 26. Pſal."civ. 33, 31. and alſd to 


EVE get 


4 carnã worE: 21. 


— 
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* hymns 56 2 


1 „ Wngse Cole: ili. wh a 3 — many, pf 
| calted Afafchils,\ or Pfalms of Laſtruction. = 
| | Although'it be Food to [apply] or pe 


the good we can in ſinging, yet we haye to. much. 
en pfatms, that though WEE: 
not apply all urlelv s, as ſpeaking and thi | 
ing the- Tame, 0 we may ſe Fuck plalms, | a : 
Hymns, not as our words, but as, words of in- 
firuftion, for ourſelves and others, Aud 10 this 
purpoſe the ſons of Kireh, Yeduthun, and other 
_ muſicians were appointed to ſing them, Hal. v, 
xxxi, xlii, Ke, And David ſpeaks of Curr. 
as. of himſelf, as a pattern of aillition and virtue 
to treu others. And pſalms have a peculi 

fitnels for teaching and inſtructing, hecauſe the 
| frere: 5 therein'uled ate very helpful \26 the me- 
mar. Dext. 3xxi. 19, a. and by che uſe | ro, 


416. 2 L Ui. 2 N 
PE B. 1 alſs an e bf 
ded 4d us under the Old 54 


| of dovation and piety, Matt. ix. 
15 chap. xvii. 21. A xi. 2, 3. 28am. iii, 3. k 
The great matter is to uſe-it rigbely; for ĩnſtance, 
$9 Troſt not on it as meriting from, or ſatisfy- 
ro Popiſts and Phariſces do, putting it 

| in 
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Dir. 6 e the Means of, Irare- 


in the place of CnrisTs; / {ai lvili. pu Ihe xo 
11. or as 4 means of c e | 
rfying liſts (meerly by, the work done) as: many" 
do; who may ſooner kill their bodies than theirs 
lifts by ſuch means. . The. ſaul is hardameninſtead- 
of being helped by ſuch, a dependauee upon i 1% 
(2) Ulle it as an help to bx ary prayer and: 
humiliation, that the mind may be better ſuited 
thereto by 1 the body's abſtaining from ſenſual plea . 
ſures and delights, Joel ii. 13. Ir is good only a 
an help to the ſoul, by removing impediments; that? 
it may be the fitter for godly e N 
employments, Zech. xii. L014 logie 
(3) Uſe it in ſuch a meaſure as n ö W. 
per for its. end; without which it is notbingaviaitic: . 
If abſtinenge divert. your. mind, by reaſbn of- a 
gnawing. appetite, then. you nad better cxttiſpar: 
ingly,. as Haniel j in his great faſt, Dan. 2, 3 
Some "have. not. ſpiritual- mindedneſs endugn to 
give ug themſelves to faſting and prayers nm wa 


| 1. go hey nd, tt ir ſtrength, won 5 
not have his weak diſeiples o over- charged with 
this duty, Mart. ix. 14, 18. lx the mean time, 
ſuch ſhauld ſtrive to be ſenſible of the weakneſs? 
and catnality Gal binder the uſe of Eco” 
lent: help. - HR RS SHITE: 


9. You wen bee erpec th 


ect tha Raby S ber 
be ſpoken of voten. I [ſhall only fy this amy" $: 
think not to bring yourſelves to holineſs {merely} 
by your: vowe and mi var if the nen 
your 


1 


nnn cout art, Shen ine dais; 
Goms law doth hot. We bring ehilsfen te Make 

iſes of amendment and obedience ; but W. 
Knew bow well They keep them! \. [Eſpectilly; 


let.not your vows-conliſt of things oftan indifferent WM 4 
and uncom ed nature.] The devil Wil ugs WM 2 
you ſrongly to, oe, and then to break, that ds WM t! 
may. perplex Jour {Res ahe more, and drive W 

you to deſpair. "£975 44 fi 900}; lac. c| 

10. Laſtly, 6 great di) of ptomot- 1 
ing a life of faith and godlineſs is, Obriſtian fellnw- in 
ſhip.and. Communion, which is to be exerciſed 'both | 
in private converſe and 10 5 aſſemblies, Aan ii. p. 
42. Whoſoever Go p calleth by his grace ſhould * 
be united in Chriſtian fellowſhip and ſociety wich ; 


the people of Gop, in the Mord and Sacraments, 
If chriſtians had ſtood ſingly by themſelves, and a 
not. maintained fellowſbip' with each other, fot te 
mutual aſſiſtance and common good, the very 1 
name of believers had been aboliſhed long ere this 5. 
= A chriſtian. church is a temple of GOD where il ! 
uw | he affordeth his ſpecial preſence, and 'commandeth MW '' 
l! his ſpecial. bleſſing, even life for evermore, 1 791 Ml P 
iii. 15. Pſal. exxxiii. 3. This maketh thoſe that RF 
deſite fellowſhip with Go to lay hold of the ſkirts N u 
of his people, Zech. viii. 23. And if anys by God's f. 
providence, have not opportunity for it, yet their t 
heart ſhould be bent towards it, Pal. xlii. 5 
Te Lord Jesvs: CunigT makech the ſeveral 1 
members of the chriſtian church infiruments for Ml © 
the conveyance. of his grace: and fulneſs from one f 


* 


EI 
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. „De ge of Char. 167. 


another, 38 the members of the natural; body 
2 canvey * to esch other life and in inlyence from tho. 
. head, Eph. iv. 16% (10. proyers\which 


is the, more forceable. Mens man ny pray together, . 
Matt, Xviil. 19. 20% (2064 zl ' admonitjons, . 
infiruftion ' 'and eonfolation, whereby. to, help. them 1 
that are ready t to Hall, 1 to promote the good 
work ok grace, in each other, 1 ; Theſe, v. 14, In 
chriſtian fellowſhip there are many helpers; but N 
66, woto him that i is alone when he falleth, ” Ec 

iv. 9— 12. Soldiers in an army have their 3 
and ſecurity i in company; and the church is com- 
pared to an army with banners, | Sel. fax.) vi. 45 40 
—Likewiſe the counſel pf a friend, 

and perfume, teſolce e heat: Fern xvii: 9. 
Vea, the wounds and reproofs of the righteous are 
as precious balm, Pſal. cxli. 5. And under teinp+ 
tation and diſtreſs the affliction is increaſed, when 
none careth far our ſouls: — (A.) TI lively exams - 
ples of ſaints are before our eyes in church · fello.wi- { 
ſhip, to teach and encourage,” Phil. iii. 27. and. 
iv; g.—(4) By chis means we have the better opr : 
portunity of helping, comforting, and ſuccturing the 
members of CMRIS T; which we cannot do if not 
united to tbem; as a, natural member cannot per- 


. . . 


IL form its office to other members, if ſeparate from 
os them, 1 Cor. xii. 1226. And hereby we do. 
- I 2oodto Cnnrst himſelf, as he himſelf expreſſeth 
ral it, Matt. xxv. 25 — 39. Whereas the good we 
ſor do to thoſe that are without, we may do indeed 
ne for CH 118755 fake, but not 40 Cnnisr. That 


you 


e 


ES to this or that Church commended 


is but a help to fellowſhip with Cnurs T, a if | 
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to God himſelf. Wbereas Church-commutiibn/ 


walking in the duties of that ſtation. The nei 
eto arc atChzisT by OVER 7705 church 
privi 3 and ſet them in op on to au157 5 
9 — ſhould only have made them Tubs" 
ſervient to him, Phil. ii. 4—8. We muſt nat 
glory in Paul, Shells or Cephas ; which f is to glory 
in men, and not in CurIsT, 1 Car. 3. 12, 13: 
and ij. 21. Truſting on Church- rivileges is an 
inlet to förmality and "Ticentiouſnel and the cor: 8 
ruption of, We Jer. vii. e 0. WA * 
1 5 | 
24, Follow no Church | Farther that you” ma 
follow it in the way of Chrift.. We, are indeed td 
bear the Church, but not every one that calls it- 


ſelf w; and none any farther than, i it, Tpeaketh e 


a true Church, according to the voice of the 


herd, John x. 2. We mult ſudject ourſelves 30 
the Minifters' of Cur IST, as ſtewards of his myſ- 
teries, 1 Cor. iv. 1. but muſt give up;ourſelves* 


only to CRISN abſolutely, and to the Church 


according to the will of CRS T, 2 Cr, ü. 5. 


Our fear muſt not be taught by the precepts of 
men, Matt. xv. q. The doctrines of men are to 
be tried by the daher whatever authority they 
i IE to, Ae xvii. 11. An unlimited ä 


* 


S. r -M. 


ob „% .: o M A Aa eee a © 
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Des, ©2feth 
cdu eee edsbedassen ec ebe 
and is the ſource of all manner of ab6thitt#tidhs, 
| You, wers-Jaieb.baptized intò che amc of che 
horch, but into che a of CHATST, 1p Ont” 
1543. mag HN D , een vo e 
hn nog ue che yoo db Rh to b 
degraat of grace before: you join Jourelf in Fell 
comnumion with a Church of Cu Te, in all bis 
ordinances +; for the ordinances of CHRIST were 
deſigned· to ſtrengthen the weak. The diſciples as 
ſoon as converted sede e U Chr 
lowſhip. Curzsy would have his Tambs fed, as well | 
as thoſe that are better grown, ubm xxĩ. 15: "How 
elſe cad CRI weak” ones grow ſtrong by th 
nouriſhment. which every part ſupplieth ? They 
are unraaſonable who refuſe to receive thoſe to . 
 Church-communion, whom they are like to have 
occaſion to bear with +\ whereas bearing and long 
ſaffering arg great duties of ©} arch-fellowſhip, 
Rom.-Xivc 12. Phe weakeſt have moſt need to be 
ſtrengthened by Chureh- eommunion; and We. 
are bound to reteive them a6 CHRIS hath receiyed 
us, Ram uv. And while we are endeavoufing 
to prevent ſcaudai that may arife to the reproach 
of the ways of CHRIST; let the beſt care bo 
taken not to hinder _ n wech, leaſt iruthef 
grace, : . TR FF! | 
4. Keep much" with the Church of. 
CarisTy forthe fake of communion with Chriſt bun. 
elf. That in the enjoyment of thoſe ady 5 
en eee 
1 of 


for 1 ww 


8 Gon Spine. 157 grow up and flouriſh in faith 
and 'bolineſs. Chuſe therefore fellowſhip with 
the 19. pare and ſoiritual churches; and judge of 
wy by. the rule of the new-creatures 2 Cor: vu, 
And try them by Go 0's word, Rev. iin . 
and iii. 9. otherwiſe a chutch may c 
Endeavour to join in fellowſhip: with the r 
the place where you live, that you may have ithe 
more frequent and conſtant communion. Phe 
union of the Saints together in diſtinct ſocieties, 
according to the places where they lived, was the 
Apoftolic practice; and moſt anſwers the end of 
Chriſtian-communion, as ſuch ean beſt watch 
over one another; admoniſh, comfort, and edify 
each other; which is the benefit of communion; 
And they indeed 4/froy. communion that ſeek jt 
5 where they cannot have this benefit. And ſee 
mttat you take all advantages of Chriſtian - commu- 
. nion to edification, not only in the church here 
W you are a member, but by-communian with. eher 
[1 churches as providence occaſionally caſteth you 
1 among them: for your communion with a parti 
| cular church obligeth you to communion with 
We; all the churches of CHRIST in his ways, as you 
| are called thereto, 1 Cor. x. 17. It is an etror to 
148 ſay, we are members of a church in London, and 
in therefore refuſe fellowſhip with a church -eMe- 


where; ſeeing if we are members of CNS r, we i 
are members one f another, whether: ſingle perſons : 
or churches, 1 Cor. xii. 26, 27.—I ſhall only add 8 
| LY this head, chat Church-fellowſhip Without 
5 | walking 2 
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5. Ef cially Jeave notthe Ls dir ſection 
when you moſt need its help, and are then moſt 
tried whether. you will cleave unto it. This is 4 
ſign of apftafy, Heb. x. 25, 26. We ſhould 
cleave to one another as one fleſh, even to priſons 
and death; or elſe we deny CnRIsT. i in his I 


| _ Mes XXIV. 9-14. and xxv. 4* 


1 
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0 F The 157 yon may ſeek ſalvation ind! bali, 125 
by believing in CnRIsr, and walking in him 

by faith; according to the former directions, take 
encouragement from the great advantages of this 
bs ter ESPE propereres „ 


RE.” HIS. direRion-may forve: 25 „ by 
ſtirring us up unto a lively. and chearful embracing 
thoſe goſpel · rules before mentioned, by ſeveral 


weighty motives. Many are kept from ſeeking 


godlineſs, becauſe they know not the way to it; 
or the way that they think of appears unpleaſant, 
diſadvantageous, and full of diſcouragement. But 
this is a way ſo good and excellent, that thoſe 
that have the true knowledge of it, and hearty 


deſires of godlineſs, cannot but approve it. The 
31A TY excellency 


8 N 1 0 bis Aale 
, It evidentiy tends 12 IRS 
grace and power through-C HR 1s Ty atid tothe 
 ebofemint & all feſt im his fight. And ft ft is 
agreeable: to Gopꝰ's deſign in all his works, an 
the end that he aimeth at in them, Rem Ai. 36. 
And the great end that we ought to aim at, which 
js the /an&ifjing or glor hing Go b's name in all 
things, Mart. vi. 9. Gon made all things for 
Ennrsr, and 1 bave him be glorified by 
all; Col. i 17, 18. That the Father might be 
honoured in the Son, John xiv. 13. By this argu» 
ment Cnkisx proveth his doctrine to be of Gop, 
Fohn vii. 18. And Paul proveth the doctrine of 
Juſtification, Sanctification and Salvation b 
grace through faith, to be of Go p; becauſe it 
excludes all boaſting in the a Rom. Ws 27s 
as. 1 Cor. i. 29 — 31. 
2d, It hath this property, that it conſiſteth well 
with other doctrines of the goſpel z which contrary 
errors do not. Such as the gilt and de- 
pravity of man's nature. — Gop's eleftion to gract, 
thoſe whom he hath choſen. The doctrine of 
Believers. real union with CHRIST and their 
certain, final perſeverante, &c, We are confirmed 
in theſe and other points of the goſpel, by this way 
of faith and holineſs, which evidences them tb 
be true, by their harmony with other trutbr. Metvs 
* the true 157 e r 
| CA 
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Jͥ A Bo Dot I 
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db. 
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Dir. Tag 
cauſe of 


q NN 


pervesting t 
faith; ad of deglining, from the. e nt 
Socinian, and eee as hath before 


beep; proved. 2 4 5 E. . u 900 1 . 18 22373 
3d, It; hath- this excel ent, property,;thadi6 
the never-failing, effeetunlly prwerful,. alene ſuffi 


cient, and furs -way: to -attajn to true holineſs. 
They that know the truth as it is in Insus find it | 
ſo. , People. ſtrive: in vain when they ſeek it any 
other way. All. other methods either ſtir up ſin, 


or increaſe deſpair. in you; and at beſt breed but 


{laviſh and hypacritical obedience; and reſtrain 
ſin only inſtead of mortifyi ing it, Gal. iv. 28. 

and all that ſeek it by theſe means fhall, lie down 
in ſorrow, Tſai. I. 11. Rom. ix. 3133. Seek- 
ing a pure life without a pure nature, is building 
without a foundation. And there is no poſſeſſing 
a new- nature but through faith in CHRIS, and 


union with him, Fohn i. 12, 13. In this way 


only, by the Spirit of CyRzsT dwelling and work- 
ing in us, we are effectually carried forth to ho- 
lineſs, with life and love, Roms. viii. 114. Gal. v. 


17. In this way only, Gon is reconciled to us 


and loxes us, and is the fit object of our love: ſo 
that we ſerve him heartily, according to che new 
nature, and cannot but ſerve. him, 1 Jobn iii. g. 
Here, therefore, is a ſure foundation for godlineſs, 


and love to GoD with all our heart and ſoul and 


ſtrength: ſin is not only re/irained but mortified 3 
not only, the outſide made clean, but the very 


| ſoul. renewed after. the, image of Gon, according 


to the meaſure of the gift of grace, _. v7 
13 41h, It 


29% 


HR hi ou Rr te oor m. 1. 7 
Liveral-roſpeRs,” C). It: is A moſt pda 
9 be found, to thoſe that ſee their q | 
And miſery, and are ſo far renewed in the ere ef 
Their minds us to embrace the Soſpel. Phongh 
 fathy may be troubled and peſteret with many E. 
thoughts and workings; yet, when they feriduſſy 
'confider- things, the way is /o*. plain that they 
#hink:it folly' and madneſs. to:go any other 
ſo that the way- faring men, - though - fools, 
* * ſhall not err therein,” Iſai. xxxv. g. When we 
are in CHRIS T:[by faith] we have his Spirit to 
Is our guide in this way, John xvi. 13. And may 
be ſure that Gon will ſo far teach us our duties, 
as that we ſhall not be ed with errors, to our 
deſtruction, Pſal. xxv. 8— 14. So that we need 
not be filled with ſuch diſtracting thoughts about 
the way of duty and happineſs, as legal hearts are, 
whoſe caſes of conſcience do ſo multiply upon 
them by thoufands, that they deſpair of finding 
out the path of religion, by reaſon of various 
doubts and maniſold intricacies. What an beart- 
breaking trouble is it to a traveller to be donbtful 
of bis way, and without a guide, when the buſi- 
meſs of life and death are before him? But thofe 
that walk in this way ſhall-not err finally and de- 
EruAively, P/al. xxiii. 3. Cal. iv. 75 10 27 
(2) It is an e way to thoſe that k ind 
Wag to the ſpirit of the goſpel; though the 
entrance into une to "os by reaſon of the 
ee eee 


Pa 


* 


is required but à wilnng tnind; Has. 19, I. John 


% ak ES i Gd Ge Es, — 


ing ud, — uw Hoa it Here y6u* 
Holineſs vas a Ne- gif, thioùgh fulth: whoſcever 
will may:come and receive it freely; and 


vii. 39. N NH 1 But the duties of the 
law are an intollerable burden when we ſeek Sul 


vation from theneeg' and perform them in eur 


-own ſtrength; Matt; xxiir. 5. We are not left 
in this way to conquer luſts merely by our own 
Endtavours, but What is commanded us as duty, 
is giwen to us by grure, and the law is turned into 
Tan Jer. xxxi. 33. Tal. Axxvi. 25, 26. 

Heb. viii. we have all now in CarisT; Cl. in 
—_ 6h. if. C1, This is a catholic medicine, in- 
Read "of a "thoufa ow deſirable would this free 
gift of hblineſs be unto us if we knew out own 
wants, weakneſs and ſinfulneſs CHRIS r's bur- 
den is light by his Spirit's bearing it, Mart. xi, 
30. and there is no wenrineſs in his way, but 
renewing of ſtrengrh, Hai. xl. 31. while others 
toil continually in vain, in a melancholy legal 
way, to get holineſs, rather than perifh for ever. 
— How readily, therefore, ſhould we embrate 


the goſpel- method, which is, benirve, and dE ſane- 


ified and ſaved, 2 Kings v. 13. We are enabled 
hereby do the moſt diffcuft duties, and nothing 


is too ard for us, Phil. iv. 1, 3. See the greut 


works done by Faith, Hb. xi. works that car nal 
men thitik folly and madneſs to venture upon, 
they are ſo great; and honourable atchnevemenits 
in doing and fuffering for CHRIS T. 
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Veg) My is | the ply Fink. 56 fr F 
thoſe” "fears and terrors, 6 of. cpnſcieney ty 


Þ © $4.0: 


works; 0. the law worketh, wrath, Rove 1 35 


The 4oubts of falvation that true Thri land meet 
— qe wiſe: fm. e ok 5 4 


SS % 


7 faith whey ibokk Joris, a an fears, 2 
lv. 1. Mark v. 36, Heb. x. 19, 22 it. frees, us 


From fears of Satan, or any evil, Ram. viii, 31,32. 


and from the flaviſh fears of periſhing by our 
ſins, 1 Jobn ii. I, 2. Faith Nyeth holdꝭ on the 
infinite grace, mercy, and power of Gon our 


Saviour, to ſecure us: the Lord is our keeper 


.and ſhade on our right hand, Pat. cxxi. Free 
and powerful grace anſwers all objections. i 

It is alſo the office of the Spirit of God to be 
ou r comforter, and not a ſpirit of bondage, Raw: 
viii. 15. Peace and Joy. are great duties in this 
way, Pbil. iv. 476. ; Go will not drive us on 
With whips and terrors; but leads us and allures 


us to walk in his ways, by the moſt engaging 


. motives and delights, 2 Cor; v. 15. Rom. xii. 1. 


Our very moving, acting, and walking in this 
wa is a pleaſure and delight. Every good work 
is done with delight, becauſe therein we act ac- 


cording, to x our ,new-haturez and:fulfil. our ne 
: ſpiritual defires, by walking in the ways of; Goo 
through CnnIisT. Our luſts and pleaſures in 
ſin are not only reſtrained, but taken away in 


Cunler; and pleaſures in holineſs Felke 


8 . 
1. 


unavoida bly meet with wh 0 leck "arp, "= 
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2 Ng 


- aid Umplunted 
„ We have e taſte 20 e 1 . and 
by ius Spirit of Cuntisr; ; we. joo nge 
i a ab ron: bar 25 our privileps;/\nt 
CHRIST. e 
eh R van gb ad e way; RT? 
othiers,. © Utito this way the prophet refers, when; 
upon the failure of oll viſible helps and ſupports, 
he reſolves to rejoice in the Lord, and joy in the 


Gow of bis ſalvation; and making Gon. his 


ſtrenngtn by faith, his feet were 25 wan feet, and 
he'walked i in dis high places, Hab. fi. 18, 19; 
We live hib, in this way, becduſe we walk not 
after the fleſh, but after the Spirit; and Cinis 
in us with all his fulneſs, Gal. ii. 20,-We walk 
in fellowſlilp with Gov dwelling in us, and 


walking in us, 2 Cor. vi. 16, 18. and therefore [cho' 


we'-aſcfibe nothing to them] our works are 
higher vaus and exceſhency that the- works of 
others, bocadſe they are 4rotiyht in God Johnith 
21. and are the ſhuts of in Spb Gal. v. 23 
and we may know: they are acceptable and good | 
by our beet witich e have Mts 
Rom. Mit. 61 Us f Fr 

We wiltle in ul honderitbÞ Bats with Gon), not 
as condemned erentutes, to get our pardon by 
works; but as ſons and heirs, walking towards 


| the full Posen of cat happitiehs to | weh the 


Som of G65 hat Purchafed our title; and fo we 
have much beldnefs in Gon's preſence, Gal. iu 


6, 7. we can approach nearer to Gop than others, 
and, walk” before him confidently without flaviſh 


* fear; ? 


fas 6 not as frangers, bot net ua 
Ho. Epheſ. ii. 19, 20. and this prompts us to 
do greater things than others. The fla to us is 
à royal law, a law of liberty, and qur privileges 
not a bond and yoke of compulſion, Jam, tii. 8; 
It is the way only of thoſe that are honsum de and 
precious in the ſight of the Lord, even his ele& 
and redeemed ones, whoſe ſpecial privilege it is 
to walk therein; the unclean ſhall not paſs 
10 over ig”. 77 xxxv. 8,9. No carnal man can 
walk i in this way, but only thoſe that ae born of 
Gon, and taught by him, Jaun vi. 44:46, nor 
would it ever haye entered into our hearts wide 
out the goſpelareyelation. e 
. The preparing this way for us — unter 
very dear. It is'a.co/tly. way, 1 Pat. iii. a8. 
It is a good dd, way, herein you follow the 
fooreps of all the flocks Heb, vi. 12. chap. xi. 
It is the way to the full perfaction of holineſs 
f happineſs. It differs only in the degree and 
manner of manifeſtation, from the holineſs and 
happineſs of heaven. There the Saints live by'the 
fame Spirit; and the ſame Gop!is all in = 
1 Cor. xv. 28. and they, have the fame. ſpiritual 
and divine nature, 1 Cor. xv. 49. — only here we | 
have but the firſt-fruits of the Spirit, Rom. viii. 23. 
and live by faith, and not by ſight, 2 Cor. v. 7. 
and are not arrived to our compleat ſtature in 
CurisT, Epbeſ. iv. 1 3. — Holineſs in CHRIST is 
oth n as 117 is holineſs made 3 
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x Vain are the hopes the ſons of men 

ir on works Raue build!!! 
| © Their hearts by nature all unclean, ©. 
! And all their actions guilt, f 


| 1 7 In vain we aſk Gop's righteous Jaw... 3 
| a To juſtify us new; e of oY 
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| Sinee to convince and to condemn 1 
Is all the law can (lo. * 4 


[ = Jesus, how Gas 6 is 4 RY de! 
- Wien in thy Name we cht 1 
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